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Debate Resumed.

The PRESIDENT : The hon. member may
proceed.

Hon. A, L. LOTON: Another matter
about which I would like to speak and which
I think concerns every member of this
Chamber, and perhaps everyonme in the
State, is the supply of superphosphate to
rural areas, During the last two seasons,
Nature has been very kind to us in the
matter of rainfall and we have not had
an early season, which would have brought
about a complete hold-up of super supplies.
The railways are deteriorating in their
capacity to haul super. On the other hand
there will be a keen demand for the super
that is going to be available.

As a matter of fact, I expect that be-
tween J70,0 tons and 380,000 tons will be
required in the rural areas; and since rail-
way rollingstoek has deteriorated, I am
wondering what will be the position if the
season breaks early—and we are just about
due for an early break, probably about
April. We might be placed in a very pecu-
liar position with regard to supplies. Dur-
ing the lnst two years voad transport has
been helpful to a considerable degree, but
that cannot continue for all time because
of the eondition of the roads—particularly
between Perth and York—which have been
cut about by heavy motor transport. When
such transport gets on to the gravel roads,
the conditions are even worse. 1 kuow that
a proposal has been made that the delivery
of super shall be spread over a longer
peried this year. T think all farmers are
supposed to lodme their orders some time
in the current month, about the 23rd or the
253th August.

The 1limorary Minister: The 31st August.

Hon, A, L. LOTON: Then alloeations
will he mule nn a perecntage basis, Farmers
with a hie delivery last year will have to
take 73 per eeni. of their delivery before
Christmas, I think that is the proposal.
Tiwme is passing and up to date very little
publicity has heen egiven to the desire of
the (iovermment to bave that super ordered
early. T am afraid that a worse condition
will prevail next year than has obtained in
the Iast two vears. We do not want that
to oecur, and T think that publicity should
be piven to the matter. The super manu-
facturers should be approached to ensure
that immediate delivery will be given and

steps should be taken to see that when
trucks go out to the country areas, they
are unloaded at once and returned to the
works.

The Honorary Minister:
on the farmers.

Hon, A, L. LOTON: Yes, to a great
degree; but last year a ot of trucks lay in
small, unattended sidings for a week at
a time. It was not possible to bring back
loads of coal, and trucks were left behind
in a few cases for a week. That must not
be allowed to recur. Another urgent mat-
ter is one about which Dr. Hislop gave us
such a fine address. I refer to the position
of country hospitals. His idea of securing
trainee nurses at an earlier age is a very
worthy one; and if that could be achieved,
the shortage of nurses would be overcome
in a very short time. It has been unfortu-
nate that girls, before they could start
their training as norses, have taken on, as
a relief measure, some other occupation;
when the time for their entering hospitals
for training has come, they have decided to
Temain where they were. Dr. Hislop's pro-
posal should overcome that. I have pleasure
in supporting the motion.

On mation by Hon, H. Hearn, debate ad-
Journed,

That depends

House adjourned at 7.37 pm.
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QUESTIONS.

WHEAT.
As to Government Subsidy for Cartage, elc.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) By how much has the Government
subsidised truek owners for cartage of
wheat from country centres to Fremantle,
and/or other ports sinee March, 1947%

(2) What would have heen the railway
freight received from that amount of wheat
carted?

(3) How many gallons of petrol were
issned to the subsidised carters for this
purpose?

(4) What tonnage of wheat was carted
by road?

(5) What tonnage of wheat was hauled
by railways from the various centres during
this period of subsidised wheat cartage?

{6) What tonnage of coal would have
been required to haul all the wheat carted
by road and by rail?

(7) What quantify of eoal was required
to haul the wheat bandled by railways dur-
ing this period? ,

(8) When did the wheat subsidy end?

The MINISTER replied:

I am not replying to questions (3), (6),
{(7) and (8}, as Nos, (3) and (8) concern
transport and Nes. (6) and (7) railways.
I have accordingly referred these questions
to the Minister for Railways, who will
reply at a later date. The other answers
are:

(1) Wheat cartage during the 194748
season was subsidised by the Commonweaith
iovernment, which, no doubt, eould supply
the information required.

{2} £140,000.

{4) 216,773 tons 9 cwt.

{3) 364,731 tons,

SERVICEMEXN'S LAND
SETTLEMENT.

{a) As to Properties Offcred and
Purchased,

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) How many properties were offered
to Land Settlement Purchase Board prior
to Ist April, 19472
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{2) Of these farms, how many were—
(a) purchased prior to April, 1947;
(b) purchased from April, 1947, to
March, 1948;
{c) purchased sineg March, 1948¢

(3) How many properiies have been
offered for sale since the 1st April, 1947¢

(4} Of these, how many have been
inspeeted and purchased?

(5) How many—
(a) sheep and wheat farms,
(b) dairy farms
were allocated prior to April, 1947, and how
many of each since that date?

(6) How many have been passed as suit-
able for—
(a) sheep and wheat farms;
(b) dairy and/or orchard farms;
(e) cither?

(7) When does he anticipate having all
these men seitled on the land?%

(8, What steps is he taking to have that
large aren (approximately 60,000 acres)
held by Worsley Timber Co. (Amalgamated
Collieries Ltd.), between Brunswick and
Collie, surveyed and inspected with a view
to soldier sottlement, as I suggested early
thig year? *

(9) Has anything been done on the
above lines ahout the large areas north of
Colliz and known as the Salvation Army
land ?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 1,374
(2) (a) G5.
(b) 88
{e) 38.
(3) 496.
() 3L
(5) Prior to April, 1947—Nil:  Since

April, 1947—(a) 131, (b) 70.

(6) (a) 1,138.
(b) 265.
() 57.

(V) Rapidity of settlement is dependent
on equipment, material supply, and labour
conditions,

(8) None at present.

(9) This property is unsuitable for pur-
chase at present for War Serviee Land
Settlement owing to the large proportion of
undeveloped land.
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{(b) As to Caretakers for Properties.

Hon. A. H. PANTON asked the Miricter
fur Lands:

Are the proposed caretakers for the pro-
perties last allocated to be the returned
soldiers to whom the farms are allotted?

The MINISTER replied:

Yes,
RAILWAYS,
(@) As to Engines Constructed and in
Traffic.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Railways:

{1} What was the number of engines con-

strueted at the Midland Junetion Work-
shops for the year ended the 30th June,
1939%

{2) What was the total namber of engines
construeted at the Midland Junction Work-
shops, excluding A.8.G. engines, for the
vears ended the 30th June, 1045, 19406, 1947,
and 1148, respectively?

{3) What was the total number of engines
of all types in traflic for the years ended
the 30th June, 1945, 1946, 1947 and 1948,
respectively?

(4} What was the total number of A.5.G.
engines in traflie for the years ended the
J0th June, 1945, 1946, 1947 and 1948,
respertively ?

{5) What was the number of A.S.G. en-
gines actually in traflic as at the 30ith June
of vach year since the introduction of the
ASG. engine into the Western Australian
~ystem T

(6) What has been the total cost of re-
conditioning A.8.G. engines in aceordance
with the Royal Commissioner’s recommen-
dation up to date, and is the Commonwealth
Government to bear the amount?

(7) Has an A.8.0. engine been recondi-
tioned in aceordance with the second phase
of the Royal Commissioner’s recommenda-
tion so far as the under-carringe and front
hogie are concerned? If not, is it proposed
to do w0, and when?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Seven (7).

(2} 1H5—two (2); 1946—twelve (12);
1947—six (6); 1948—five (5).
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(3) 1945—301; 1947—306;
1948293,
(4) 1945—-19; 1946—0; 1947—5; 1948—
16. .
(5) (First A.S.G.
22/11/1943). 1944—3;
9; 1947—5; 1948—16.
{6) (a) £68,396. (b) Yes,

{7} (a) No. (b) and (e). In the opinion
of the A.8.0. Industrial Board the engines
are satisfactory without the sceond phase
modifications.

1046295,

serviee

1946-

put into
1945—19;

(b)) As to Late Running on Collie lines, ete.

Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) Is he aware that owing to the late
arrival of goods trains into Collie, perish-
able goods are not available for delivery for
a considerable time after the train is due
in Collie?

{2) That perishable goods which should
arrive in Collie in time for sale on Saturday
mornings are not reecived into the shops
hefore closing time, thus resulting in eon-
siderable loss fo traders?

(3) Is he of opinion that these perish-
able goods could be connected with a Tast
goods  troin which leaves Armadale ot
640 p.m., arriving in Collie at 3.41 am,
thus allowing for the delivery of the goods
at 8.30 a.m. each morning?

(1) Is he aware that the loading of vege-
tables s also unsatisfactory, inasmuch as on
one oceasion, the 29th July last, twe {in.
iron pipes were placed on top of the vege-
tables, and in addition, the truek was in u
filthy eondition, being covered with water,
enal dust and smne svhstanee resembling
piteh, thus causing considerable loss to ¢on-
signees 7

{3} Wil] he have an investigation made
into these mattors, with a view to somp ad-
Justment being effected?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Late running of the train recently,
owing to locomotive troubles, has vesulted in
late delivery of perishables at Collie.

{2) Yes.

(3) It is not practicable to do this every
day without disorganising. other services,
but arrangements are being made for transit
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of Friday’s perishables ex Perth to receive
transit by the train referred to so as to
enable perishables to be available for deliv-
ery at 8 am. Saturdays at Collie,

(4) The ineident referred to is being in-
vestigated. .

(5} Answered by Nos. (3) and {4).

FOTASH.

A3 to Commonwealth Aid for Chandler
Works.

Mr. -LESLIE asked the
Industrial Development:

(1) Is it a faet that the establishment of
the potash extraction plant at Chandler was
initially undertaken by the State, under
oreat diffenlty, during the war years, in
order to provide an essential war meed?

(2} If so, has any approach been made
to the Commonwealth Government for
finanecial assistance to meet the heavy capital
costs of establishment incurred in the initial
experimental and developmental stages?

(3) What has been the result of such
approach, if any?

(1) If no approach has been made, why
not?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) First started by private enterprise,
but taken over by the State for the reason
stated in the question.

(2) Yes.

{3) At first rejected, but subsequenily,
on further representations, move inquiries
were  made, and following favourable
reports by Commonwealth technieal officers,
the matter i still under consideration,

(4) Answered hy No. (2).

Minister for

GRASSHOPPERS.
% fo Lund Plouqhing in North-Eastern
Districts.
Mr. LESLIE asked the XMinister for
Lands:

(1) Is it the intention of the Government
to provide funds for the payment of plongh-
ine of grasshopper-infested, or suspected
infested, avens in the North-Eastern dis-
triets, as has been provided in the past?

(2) If so, will he make early annouunce-
ment of this, and the conditions of pay-
ment ?

(3) If not, why not?
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The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes, The sum of £13,000 has been
placed on the department’s estimates for
the destruction of grasshoppers during the
present financial year.

{2) An announcement as to the condi-
tions was made early in the year in pre-
paration for winter ploughing, which is
being carried on at the present time and
will be effective until a date ending on the
19th Angust. Summer ploughing will be
effective if commented in November, and an
announcement in regard to the conditions
appertaining to this _ summer seasonal
ploughing will be made at a later date.

(3) Answered by (1).

FISH.
(a) As to Control of Price.

Hon. F, J. 8. WISE (without notice)
asked the Attorney General:

In econnection with control of prices of

‘ecommodities that the State will shortly as-

sume, is the continuance of the control of
the price of fish contemplated when such
price arrangements are transferred to and
controlled by the State?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

Matters of price control are still under
discussion by the State Ministers, A
further meeting has heen called for August
27th, when the matter will receive further
consideration,

() As to Position if Price not Coutrolled.

Hon.'F. J. 8. WISE (without notice)
asked the Attorney General:

Pursuant to the answer which the At-
tornoy General has just given, does he renl-
ise the serious difficulties likely to ohtain if
the orice of fish is not eontrolled ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

T apprecinte that ecarveful consideration
will have to he given to all uncontrollerd
items, and fish will eertainly receive wsuch
consideration. '

HOUSING.
As to Permits and Rental Homes for
M igrants.

Mr. GRAHAM (without notice) asked the
Minister for Housing:

(1) Are permits issued fo migrants for

the construction of houses, or are rental
bones allocated to them?
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{2) If so, under what conditions?

{3) Does the Minister believe it is fair, if
such is done, that these people should re-
ceive prior favourable treatment to that
meted gut to local people who, perhaps, have
been waiting for a considerable periord?

The MINISTER replied:

The view of the Government has been that
migration to this State would not be desir-
able in any volume at present on aceount of
the housing situation, exeept in the ease of
nominated migrants for whom aecommoda-
tion is undertaken by the nominalors, As
far as I am aware, the number of houses
alloeated to migrants would be very few.
I think the Housing Cowmmission is fully
appreeiative of the fact that in general,
except in special cirenmstanees, the elaims
of those who live here and have for some
time applied for houses, deserve prior con-
sidleration,  If I ean give the bon. member
any further information I will be glad to
do s0. I will diseuss the matter with the
Commission.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.
Debate resumed from the Hth August.

MR SMITH (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[443]: I willingly support this compli-
mentary motion to His Execelleney the
Lieut.Giovernor. In deing so, I do not pro-
pose to criticize unduly the (overnment
for Legetting expectations in the eleclion
campaipn that out-ran its subsequent per-
formance. The (fovernment’s failore ma-
terially to remedy the position in regard te
housing, hospitals, schools, rallways and
tramways and maferials supplies, notwith-
standing that in its efforts to do so it has
ineurred huge deficits and spent much time,
is not so deserving of censure as 1s the fact
that it fooled the electors at election time,
with the assistance of ‘‘The West Austra-
lian,”” into the belief that it had a quick
cure for these deficiencies. I would not
eondemn it to a very great extent even on
that score, becaunse it seems to me that the
art of the political business is to beget ex-
peetations which will out-run performance.

The electors of this State probably know
by now that they have been misled and that
if the inherent difficulties associated with
the soeial problems that so obviously arose
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out of the war, could not readily be over-
come by u Labour Government, no Liberal-
C.D.L, Government combination could de
any better. So it seems to me to be futile to
criticise the Government for failing to do
or to do better each or any of those things
which Labour itself admitted were dilficult
and readily proeclaimed that no other Gov-
ernment could do any better in connection
with them, and would probably, because of
less experience, do worse, The Government
parties are to be excused to some extent, I
think, because of the faet that their sue
cess was so unexpected.

I can quite imagine them at the election
period making extravagant promises to cach
other in connection with the co-operation
that would take place between them if they
were successful, and making extravagant
prowises also to the electors because of the
faet that they felt their ultimate chances
of success at the election were so remote
that they could po to any lengths for the
purpose of bringing about some miraele in
eonneection with it. TUltimately we know a
miracle did happen. What seemed a remote
possibility actually occurred. The comhined
parties opposite were then able to muster
sufficient forces to be able to propose he-
tween them what, in similar eirenmstances
in Victoria, has been called a marriage of
inconvenience but what T would eall, in this
State, a mixed marriage. Sinee that {ime
they have been enjoying, or ab least hav-
ing a honeymoon on the Treasury hench.
Up to this time, however, although they
have been in offiee for 12 months, there
sceimrs to be no very fixed decision or ar-
rangement on their part as to what politi-
cal faith the children they might bring forth
shall subseribe to,

Mr. Styants: I do not think they will
ever have any progeny.

Mr. Marshall: They are borrven. abso-
lately.

Mr. SMITH: We do find that the prob-
lems that have heen raised in connection
with the little they have done or have tried
to do, in a politieal sense, since they have
been in office, have mostly been referred
Lo Roval Commissions for the purpose of
giving them some guidanee, and some ex-
cuse to the representatives outside of their
respective political parties for the line of
action they have taken, The Liberal Party,
en the one hand, has probably taken a con-
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flicting course in eonneetion with its poliey,
and the Country and Demoecratic League,
on the other hand, has done the same, thus
representing a compromise of the two atti-
tudes.

The Lieut.-Governor'’s Specch discloses
that Ministers firmly believe the Staled are
entitled to a far greater share of income tax
collections under the Uniform Tax Aet. 1t
would be interesting to me to know on what
ground they base that contention and
whether their opinion would refer to this
State considered scparately. I know there
has been some eomplaint on the part of some
of the States that they did not get a fair
deal under the Uniform Tax Reimbursement
Act beeause their taxation rates were so
low daring the base years of 1939-40 and
1940-41, but I do not think that this State
can pui up that plea. I do see in the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech that the word “States”
is used in the plural, and evidently there is
some kind of agreement between the States
to act collectively on this matter and use the
argument that might apply between States
in the intercsts of all the States. But is it
not true that the Grants Commission reduced
the grant last year by the amount of the
jnerease in the uniform taxation reimburse-
ment (hat took place last year? So what
would he the use of getting nn inerease in
the wniform tax reimbursement if it is go-
ing to be taken from some of the other funds
that come by way of largesse frow the Com-
monwealth Government?

State Governments right threughout the
Commonwealth, not only this State, seem to
be pressing for more and mere funds to
spend, but which they themselves did not
have to raise. Nothing would suit the States
better than to be spending money that some
other Government had to raise through the
medium of taxation, bearing all the odium
and eriticism that arise ont of taxation pro-
posals and impositions irrespeetive of their
rates, whether they are high or low. Experi-
cnee teaches us that taxation impositions
are a larget for abuse no matter what their
rate is, and so long as State Governments
ean ohtain funds from some other Govern-
ment that has to bear the odium of raising
that taxation thev can be assured of being
in a good position; in fact, a very comfort-
able position. It is a very good prineiple
in povernment that one Government should
not raise the money that another Govern-
ment has to spend.
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Nothing, in my opinion, leads to eorrup-
tion in Government more readily than a
system under whick some Governments draw
huge portions of their funds from moneys
that are raised by other Goverements
through the medium of taxation in various
forms. 1In any ease, T think that this State
is doiug remarkably well in respect of the
refnnds from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment {hat are received under various Com-
monwealth Aects, seeing that wearly 40 per
cent. of the revenue in 1946-47, came from
the Commonwealth Government in that year
and the amount will probably be the same
this year and perhaps more. I ecan quite
understand the Treasurer. Ii is natural for
him to hope for more funds and he worry-
ing about the inevitable deficit, but he is
worried about the deficit because he is train-
ed in that way. We are trained that good
government rests on surpluses and that with-
out producing a halanced Budget we have
not good government, If we have not good
government in these cireumstances we have
not had much good government in the State
of Western Australia during its first 46
vears of automony, hecanse in those years
only on eleven oceasions have we had sur-
pluses.

No doubt the deficits have not been the
outecome of unproductive debt created. by -
previous defieits, but the outcome of unwise
loan expenditure in this State; loan expendi-
ture on Jand setflement, upon railways in
which there was no immediate hope of
them ever paying, and in many other diree-
tions; loan monev spent on publie utilities
that were profitable, that were an important
factor in raising the value of land both in
the eity and in the country, and np attempt
on the part of Governments being made
to recover any of the money they spent by
way of loan on those public utilities to gen-
erate that inereased land value. In many
instances, no attempt on the part of Gav-
ernments has been made in the past—as the
Rayal Commissioner on Railways pointed
out—to recover moneys from any of the in-
dustries that were able to use those railways
and made huge profits as a result.

No attempt was made {o recover any
money which might have paid the interest
on the loans that might have been devated
to such railways. Seo, I think, when one
looks baek, one finds that those States which
ineurred deficits in the war years and just
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_prior 1o the war are far better off in regard

to the physical assets of the State than those
who were boasting of their surpluses during
that period. So far as Budgets were con-
cerned this State might bhave had a good
record during the war though it had a very
poor one so far as its physical assets and
the maintenance of such assets were con-
ecerned. Of course, I know it will be said
that in this connection a strong appeal was
made hy the Prime Minister of the day to
all the States to endeavour to balance their
budgets, so that as muck money as possible

could be directed to the suceessful prosecu- .

tion of the war. But what do we find today
in eonnection with the States which did not
pay, or attempt to ohey that exhortation?

No one is condemning them for their dis-
loyalty at this juncture, but praising them
for the high value of the physical assets of
those States which woere maintained by in-
carring deficits, while in this State Govern-
ments of the past are condemned who obeyed
the Prime Minister's appeal because the
physical assets were negleeted in  conse-
quence, and are iu o parlous position today.
In my opinion a good Government ix one
that knows when it is expedient to ineur a
deficit, for a delicit conld coneeivably be less
of an unproductive debt than is commonly
supposed. On the qguestion of reimburse-
ments from the Commonwealth, it seems to
be inconsistent on the part of present
Ministers to be constantly seizing every
possible opportunity to complain that taxa-
tion in the Federal sphere is ton hizh and
that ii should be reduced in the intevests of
production, while at the same fime appeal-
ing to and advocating that the Common-
wealth should give the States a greater pro-
portion of the funds under the Uniform
Tax Reimbursement Act.

Recently a reforendum was held on the
question of price control and the people of
Aunstralin, by a large majorily, declared
that they did not want mmeh of it and
that what liittle they did want should be
under the jurisdietion of the State (fovern-
ments. My belief is that the people were
misied in that connection and also in con-
nection with what the States could do in
the matter, hut in polities the act of heing
misled is something that the electors them.
selves must avoid. Their position is like
that of a buyer at an zuction sale who pur-
chases a pot with a hole in it and loses all
remedy at the fall of the hammer. Not

TN MRrR e W - "

only are those who misled the people on
the referendum deserving of censure, but
the people themselves, who in such a per-
sonal mattier, in an issue which was so
simple, are also deserving of censure for
having been misled by the widespread
propaganda of opponents of retentton of
price control by the Commonweslth and the
huge sums of money spert for that purpose.

The Speech informs us that the State
Government has acecepted the respounsibility
for the control of prices and land sales in
Western Australia. That is a very hrave
attitude, seeing how slight is the assurance
that the elected Government of the State
ean give about accepting responsibility for
anything, Ministers reeognise, we are told,
that price confro] is essential, I am glad
that Ministers recognise this. Members of
both Houses are informed by the Speech
that they will he asked to give urgent con-
sideration to such measures as may be
necessary fo enahle the Government to
carry out its obligations. One of the
measures that may be necessary to en-
able the Government to ecarry out ifs
abligations is the abolition of the Legis-
lative Couneil, and T am afraid the sincerity
of the Government does not go so far as
that, Nor will it go as far as making an
attempt to abolish the Couneil. However,
it may be necessary for the Government fo
make that attempt and make it suecessfully
before its assuranee that it will accept
responsibility for priee control ean be
readily believed hy the people.

Tn September, I undersland, the Premiers
of 1ihe several States and, I presume,
Ministers associnted with price-fixing, will
meet Lo diseuss price control with a view
to uniform action heing taken by the States.
This gathering of what I think T may
rightly deseribe ns wooden laths but which
will he painted by the Press io look like
iron, will sit in solemn eonelave and go
through a long list that T understand has
already heen viewed and reviewed by some
special committée, so that it will he an
expurgated Jist that the econferenee will
eonsider. I ean foresee a great amount of
pretence and ostentation surrounding this
meeting, and douhtléss motions will he
tabled and resolutions will be passed, and
prssibly but not probably some agreement
will he reached as te what commodities
should he the subject of price control and
how it should be affected hoth in respeet
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to goods manufactured and sold in the one
State and goods manufactured in one State
and sold in another.

From day to day we can expect to read
in the Press reports of these proceedings,
and al]l the time the people who will have
the final say as to what commodities shall
be controlled and in what way they shall
be econtrolled will neither be in attendanee
nor represented at the conference, I refer,
of ecourse, to members of the Legislative
Council. That is the body that will have the
fina] say on price contro] under State legis-
lation. Already the Legislative Couneil in
South Australia has given a lead in this
matter to similar Chambers in the other
States. Already it has amended the price-
fixing Bilt so that, instead of the Govern-
ment’s having control of the commodities
and to their being subject to price-fixing
by proclamation, as the Government desires,
the Legislative Couneil will exercise control
on aceount of having the commodities de-
clared by regulation. Just as the Legislative
Couneil in South Auvstralia, by thus amend-
ing the Bill, has taken the business of price
eontrol ont of the hands of the Government,
so could the Legislative Council in this
State take the business of priee control out
of the hands of this Government.

This is the first blow by Legislative Coun-
¢ils thronghout Australia for contral in this
direction, The Premiers and their Ministers
can meet and discuss the issues and make
all sorts of penultimate decisions, but the
ultimate decisions will rest with the Legis-
lative Councils,

The Attorney Ceneral: 1 do not think
you are quite correet in your statement.

Mr. SMITII: I am correct in my state-
ment of the position in South Australia.

The Attorney General: I do not think
you are,

Mr. SMITH: I was there recently and
discqsed it on the spot.

The Attorney General: I think you have
made a mistake. )

AMr. SMITH: I do not think se. “The
Advertiser” published a leading article on
the subject and that newspaper was not in
fayour of the Legislative Couneil’s attitnde.
In Vietoria recently the Lieut.-Governor,
Sir Fdmund Herring, addressing the re-
turned goldiers at their annual conference,
said that would-be tyrants through power
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were 'threatening Australia’s democratie
structure, He did not say who those people
were, but there can be little doubt that he
was referring to members of the Legislative
Couneil in Victoria and also in Tasmania,
because the members of thuse Chambers are
the only persons who through power have
recently threatened what is usually referred
to as Australia’s demoeratic structure.

Where is this democratic structure of
which we so proudly boast? What kind of
democratic stroeture is it, where the Legis-
lative Council eleeted by the wealthy sce-
tions of the community and some of their
snobbish satellites—a section that repre-
sents &0 per cent. of one-third of the aduli
population—is able to build up Cham-
hers that ean, by subversive tacties, under-
mine and throw out properly constituted
Governments eleeted democratieally on on
adult franchise?

Until we can do away with this system
that builds up a Legislative Counei] to be
a curd to democratic government, it is of
no use anybody, not even Sir Edmund Her-
ring, talking about the democratie structure,
becanse we have not got a properly consti-
tated demoeratie structure in the Common-
wealth, We have not a form of government,
taking it by and large and all over, that is
demoeratic. We have one that is definitely
not cemoeratic, a condition of divided
authcrity on the one hand and on the other
a number of Governments in the several
States that have behind them Legislative
Couneils impeding the progress of the '
people generally.

In the Speech we are told that inereased
prodaction is essential to the restoration of
economic equilibrium. I am sure that the
Premier and the Ministers of this (fovern-
meunf—and probably members on that side
of the House, too—felt that they were on
safe ground there in the asscrtion that in-
creased production is essential to economie
equilibrium. 1 can remember that when T
was a4 kid the most popular panacea for all
economie ills was, “Produce, producr, pro-
duce.”

The Premier: That is what the Prime
Minister is advoeating.

Mr. SMITII: Never mind what the
Pritae Ministey is advocating! I am mak-

ing this speech, pot the Prime Minister.
What I am saving is that right down
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through the years, as long as 1 can remem-
ber, the most popular panacea for our ccon-
omie ills has been, “Produce, produce, pro-
duee.” And where did it get us on many
oecgsions?

Mr. Fox: Out of a job, very often.

Mr. SMITH: What is econoumie equili-
brium, anyhow! Is it the day when cvery-
one will have a home to live in? If it is,
how long is it since we have had eeonomic
equilibrium ? Before the last war, two mem-
bers of the Victorian Civil Service who gave
a great deal of study to the subject and
undertook a great amount of research, pub-
lished a bock in connection with heusing in
Australia, in which they estimated that there
was a shortage of 250,000 houses at that
stage, not including those that would have to
be huilt in order to clear the suburbs of
Meclhourne of the disgraceful slums that
cxisted and that exist there to this day.
Did we have ceonomie equilibrium during
the depression, when there was so much

produetion  that foodstufts were wilfully
destroyed? Did  produetion -then bring
forth economie equilibrinm, I would ask

the Premier, Ministers and hon. members
on that side of the House?

This ceenomic equilibrinm is just an ear-
tirkling phrase, like ecconomie stahility;
they are in the same c¢ategory. But there i
no such thing as economie stability. As my
authority I quote Professor Copland, to
whom members on that side of the Hounse
are often fond of referring, He pointed
out, in one of his reports to the Develop-
ment and Aligration Commission, that there
was no <tch thing 03 econnmic stability, and
in that report, too, he disclosed that we had
had reeessions in this eountry in times of
bumper harvests and pevivals in times of
drought., Put when we think of this ques-
tion of production rectifving our ceonomiv
ill=, have we not only oot to think of apples
and fish in this State to see that what 1
have said is an obvious proposition?

Feonomiv enuilibrinm is not dependent
entively on inercased production, althourh
inereased production may he a coneomitant
of more favourahle times. Prosperity ae-
tually depends not on the abundance of
gonds in eXistenee; not on the abundance
of the connters nsed to effect exchanges;
bhut on the abundance of goods that are ex-
changed. It depends not on the fact thab
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they are stored in cold storage, as fish are,
or lie rotting on the ground, as the apples
do, or are being burnt and destroyed as pota-
toes are in America; but on the abundance
of goods exchanged: That is on what pros-
perity depends, When people on that side
of the House or elsewhere talk to me about
increased production being a panacea for
rising eosts, all I have to ask them is,
“What is happening in the United States of
Ameriea?’’ I have here a eutting from the
“Kalgoorlie Miner'' of the 2nd Angust,
1948, which consists of a cable from New
York dated the 1st August. It says—
American bricklayers are earning £1 an

hour, But the soaring cost of living is rob-
bing high wages of their value.

President Truman’s Council of Economie
Advisers, in a report today, points out that
‘the weight of the high cost of living is bear-
ing down on millions of families belonging to
the white collar elaszs.’?

Tt snys: ¢Thrift is becoming a lost virtue,
The problem is to make ends meet,’*

The only closses to bencfit from inflation
have been the new erop of wheat millionaires
and industrial millionaires,

Industrial workers are carning ecompara-
tively fabulous suma, but as prices soar they
are realising how illusory kigh wages can be,
the report anys.

Greater production is no solution as output
has reached its peak capacity,

Ilousing is a problem,

There is simply no new housing available
at the prices moest Americans c¢an afford.
Government-finaneed housing would simply in-
crease the demand for materinl aud wend up
costs still higher,

The report stresses the plight of schoola and
hospitals, which have sertous difliculties in
carrying on in face of continuously riving
costs,

President Truman and his economic ad-
visers warned Congress on the 4th Apgust
that a depression may be just around the
coruer unless something is done to curb
Ameriean inflation; and shortly aiterwards
Ar. Eeeles, a member of the Federal Re-
serve llank, told the Senate Danking Com-
mittee that the U.S.A, was heading for a
business slump this autumn, and finished
hy saying that the sooner it came the hefter.

I was very pleased that the member for
Murchison the other night onee again ad-
dressed this House on the subjeet of money
and eredit. I do not know that too much
can be said on that subjeet. It is a pity
more peeple cannot hear addresses such as
he delivered on that occasion, or that they
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do not have the opportunity to read them
or, if they do have the opportunity, do not
avail themselves of it. Recently I had a
letter, and most members got a copy of
this, from the Reciprocal Trade Federation
of the United Kingdom. In it is an artiele
entitled ‘*The Way out of the Mess.”” It
is written by a Mr. Holloway, who is
direeting secretary of the Economic Re-
forma Club and Institute. I will not weary
the Honse by reading all of it, but in con-
nection with money he said—

Today we no longer worry unduly about the
amount of gold in ounr central bank in regard
to the igsue of our internal purchasing power.
But it is an extraordinary fact that the State
still ‘‘borrows’’ money required for national
purposes from the banking institution and pays
interest thereon when in fact the banka can
ereate such money out of nothing.

Mr. Marshall: Of course they do!

Mr. SMITH: The article continues—

It should be the prerogative of the State
to create such additional money as may be
required for national purposes, that is, for
such purposes as Parliament may determine
ean properly he met in this way, This, of
course, conflicts with the praetice hitherto
adopted of allowing the banks to ereate such
money and lend it at interest to the Govern-
ment in spite of the fact that here there is
no guestion of saving and should therefore be
no question of borrowing. During the present
century, some thousands of millions of new
money has come inte existence in this way
and this has placed a burden upon the com-
munity whieh, I supgest, cannot possibly be
justified. While it is no doubt convenient to
the Government to employ the banking system
as their agents for the ereation of mew money,
this should, in my view, involve nothing more
than a payment of a charge for the service
they render. This prineiple has in fact been
coneeded for all practical purposes in the easc
of the fiduciary issue, sinee the interest paid
to the Bank of England on the Government
Bonds used for that issue has been repaid to
the Government less service charges. I am
here asserting the sovereign right of n mation
to determine and issue its own money supply
ns opposed to the iden that this vital factor
in our national life should be left in the handa
of hanking interests.

Mr. Marshall: Hear, hear!

Mr. SMITH: The article goes on to say—

Thiz view was clearly enunciated in the last
century by Abraham Lincoln who stated that
money is the creature of the law and the erea-
tion of the original issue of moncy should be
maintained as the exelugsive monopoly of the
national Government. The privilege of creat-
ing and issuing money is not only the supreme
prerogative of the Government, it is the Gov-
ernment’s greatest opportunity,
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I commend that letter to every member,
each of whom, I assame, has received a
copy, because I get copies of letters regu-
larly from this Reciprocal Trade Federa-
tion of the United Kingdom, enclosing
articles. Members should read the whole
of that particular article, whieh it would be
undesirable for me to do at this stage. By
reading it they will see that the views held
and enunciated for so long by the member
for Murchison are also being espoused and
held in highly responsible eireles in Great
Britzin during the present financial mess
in which that conntry is invelved. I was
reminded by the speech of the member for
Murchison of two euttings which I took
from *‘The West Australian’’ of the 18th
Angmst, 1947. Both appeared in that paper
on the same day. The first was as follows:;—
Indin’s Press was 98 per cent. in the hands
of high finance said Mr. H. J. Taussig (a re-
cently arrived Indian Pressman), Indian
magnaZtes had taken good eare to buy all means
to influence the populatien. The vast majority
of Indians were totully unaware of what was
happening,
In ““The West Australian’’ leader of the
same day appeared the following:—

Many Australians believe that the nationali-
sation of banking would be a goed thing and
many again believe it would be an extremely
bad thing, and the great majority of the pub-
lic has no idea whether in a technical sense
it would be good or bad,

That sums up the position so far as Aus-
tralians are coneerned. A practice has re-
cently grown up, and a very popular prae-
tiee too, of baiting the Communists, and all
the dogs in the community which ean bark
are invited to bite them. Members of this
organisation are alleged to be subversive
but I ask members, in what way are they
subversive? Quite recently in the Common-
wealth Parliament Mr. Menzies moved a
vote of censure against the Commonwealth
Government and in a 40-minute speech he
was not able fo produce one tittle of evi-
dence to show that this body was subversive.
Nor in that 40-minute speech could he give
any idea to the Government as to how the
organisation’s activities might be controlled,
apari from that which has already been
done by the Commonwealth Investigation
Bureau, or Seeret Service, or whatever else
it may be called.

The activities of men like Mr. Eric Camp-
belt of the New Guard, who recently sub-
mitted his nomination as a Country Party
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candidate again, are open to investigation.
And so this bureau of secret service, or
whatever # is called, has overlooked the
activities of Fascists as well ag the activi-
ties of Communists, but if Communists be-
lieve that imdustrial reform ean be promoted
more quickly or effectively hy industrial
action rather than by politieal action, they
are entitled to that belief. It is a belief that
is keld not only by Communists but also by
wany wao do not helong to the same organ-
isation~—never have been nor ever will be—
but who see in the curb that Legislative
Couneils vepresent to denoeratic govern-
ment, very little hope of rapidly securing
retorm by penceful means.

The Labour P’arty, which is strongly op-
posed to Communists, can find no legitimate
rea=an in the present (iovernmental set-up
in Australia, with its divided authority and
non-representative Houses of Parliament in
the States, to forgo the right to strike when
they think it is necessary, If there is any
voul desire on the part of the Liberal Party
and their fellow-truvellers to do away with
industrial nnrest in Australin then let them
take the first step towards it by abolishing
from Governments in Australia the Legis-
lative Councils whose approach to the ex-
pressed will of the people has been subver-
sive of their wishes, Unions today are
frequently referred to as being Communist-
led when they indulge in industrial action to
rectify their grievances, but the unions of
today are no different from unions of eight
vears sgo when 10 per cent. of the members
" of trade unions in Awustralia were unem-
ployed.

The Minister for Lands: Then why are

vour unions expelling Communists if you
think so much of them!

Mr, SMITII: The unions of today, or of
10 or 35 years ago when the position was
infinitely, worse, are ne different,

The Minister for Lands: Then why are
they being expelled from the unions?

Mr. SMITH: They arve heing expelled
hecanse they cxpress disloynlty to the
Labour movement and because they are not
of the Labour movement, and are trying to
infiltrate into il, There i{s ng diffevence be-
tween the unions of eight years ago and 15
vears ago when the unemployment figure
reached as high as 30 per cent. throughout
Australia. The only difference is that the
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unions of today are in a mneh better bargain-
ing position than they were in those days.
Everything they know ahout the bargaining
strength and everything they do in connec-
tion with the exercise of it, has been learned
from the employers when the demand tor
labour was mueh less than the supply and
the dole was the reward of willingness to
work. For over a century in this country
cmployers have been teaching the workers
how to use bhargaining strength and indus-
trial strength, and as a vesult of that teach-
ing the unions are using it today in the
same way #s the employers used it in the
past,

The huge reserves of conl that were built
up as a vesult of hard work in the mines,
even with inefficient methods and eonditions,
were unsed against the coalminers. Those
reserves were used as a weapon to defeat
attempts by the men for betterment of their
conditions and these men da not forge: such
treatment, Il is said that the Communi«is
are subversive and disloyal,

Mr. Grayden:
munism ?

Is this a plea for Com-

Mr. BMITH : To whom are they supposed
to be loyal?

The Minister for Lands: Have you wver
read their Constitution!

Mr. SMITH: Are they supposed io be
loyal to the Logislative Couneils of the
various States?

The Minister for Lands: To Russia.

Mr. Styants: The young Fascist from
Middle Swan speaks,

Severnl members interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

My, SMITH: Inasmuch as we would ox-
pect them to be loyal to the Crown, are they
not expected to be cqually loyal to the in-
stitutions of the Crown, the Government and
the PParliaments of the Crown? Should Com-
munists and the people generally not bhe as
loyal to His Majesty's Government at Can-
status and who are less rvepresenfative?
Jan the member for Middle Swan answer me
that? What enconragement has anybody
had, Communists or otherwise, to manifest
loyalty to His Majesty's Governmeni at
Canberra? For nearly three vears a *hate
Canberra” campaign has been carried on
relentlessly by the combined daily Press of
Australia with His Majesty’s Government



[10 AveusT, 1948.]

at Canberra as the main target. During this
campaign His Majesty's Government at
Canberra hss been traduced, vilified and
mis-represented and has been abused,
slandered, ridiculed, belitiled, reviled and
maligned, and every possible method has
been used to make it an objeet of seorn and
hatred throughout this community.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: There is no doubt
about that.

Mr. SMITH: And the leaders of His
Majesty’s Government at Canberra have had
their charaeters besmirched, their statements
mis-reported, their objectives misrepresented,
and their achicvements condemned and dis-
eounted. Kvery possible criticism that conld be
thought up by the paid servants of the Press
to vilify His Majesty’s Ministers, has been
used for this purpose. So much abuse has
been hurled at His Majesty’s Government at
Canberra, that the uninitiated who have no
opinions, other than what they read in the
papers, have been encouraged to helieve, are
entitled to believe, and do helieve, that His
Majesty's Qovernment at Canberra is sub-
versive and disloyal and that they owe no
allegianee or loyalty fo it. No more sub-
versive activity has been indulged in in this
country by any section of the community,
than that which has characterised the “hate
Canberra” campaign propagated by the Press
from the day on which the Conservative
Party dropped the alias of United Aus-
tralians to facilitate the campaign, and mas-
queraded as Liberals.

I ean think of nothing that would he
more gratifying to the Communists than
this same campaign, for the Communists
have ever preached that Labour Gov-
ernmenty are the enemies of the people, the
shock-absorbers of the eapitalist system as
they enll them. Now they have found in the
last three years, a faithful ally in the daily
Press and a fellow-traveller towards a goal
whieh, if achieved, will do more fo further
the eanse of Cemmunism and resort to in-
dustrial action than anything else that could
be imagined.

The Attorney General: The Communists
received a rebuff in Queensland.

Mr. SMITH: T have an example in last
Satarday’s ecopy of “The West Australian,”
the leading article in which represenis a
futile seareh for reasons why farmers should
vote for State control of marketing of
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wheat as against Commonwealth control. In
one part of this leader it states—
But the faet remains that a vote for the

Commonwealth control will be interpreted as
a vote of confidence in a system whichk has

.already robbed Western Australian farmers

of muny millions of pounds, while a vote for
State-control will be 4 vote for gradual return
to independence.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Independence is
right.

Mr, SMITH: Just imagine the freedom
enjoyed by the Press in this country when
it can publish such an impudent and
maliciovs lie, indicting those who have been
respons:ble for the Commonwealth system
referred to and publiely aceusing them of
downright robbery of millions of pounds
from Western Australian farmers. Could
anything be so _subversive as this assertion
that farmers have been illegally de-
prived of millions of pounds in Western
Australia alone, to say nothing of
farmers in the other States? What kind
of respect is this sort of loose talk
calculated to inspive for Crown instru-
mentalities and  established authority?
What kind of respect for law and order
will that inspire? Here is a paper that
can by innuendo aecnse the Commonwealth
authorities of robbhing the farmers of West-
ern Australia of millions of pounds! In
my opinion it is fime that the proprietors
of ““The West Australian’’ secured the
services of someone to write their leading
artieles who is not suffering from duodenal
uleers.

His Excellency’s Speech informs us that
vigorons approaches to the Commonwealth
Government for general financial assistance
to the goldmining industry have so far been
unsuceessful. Why does not the Government
tell us something about what it will do for
that industry? If the goldmining industry
is in such a parlons eondition that some of
those units of it which are paying 50 per
cent. cividends on their original eapital are
in need of such aid, why does not the Gov-
ernment assist the industry by the suspen-
sion of lease rents, by the reduction of
freight eharges on necessary mining
commodities or by a reduction of the
charges that are made for water used
in conneetion with treatment operations?
Why does not the (Glovernment increase the
amount that is paid to prospectors to
encourage them to go out and find new
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fields? Why does not the Government do
these things and then, having done so and
embarked upon the expense involved, be
then in a position to use the faet as an
argument before 1the Grants Commission in
support of an application for Inereased
funds for the State?

The rich mines in this State have, as long
as 1 ean remember, always used their poor
relations as an argument for assistance.
Yow they ave agitating for help hecanse
they have an award under which eertain
margins have been held in abeyance. T ecan
imagine that this agitation will be stimu-
lated and it eertainly will be earried on
during the whole time the Commonwealth
Lahour Government is in office, T am posi-
tive of that, and that the agitation is only
heing used as a political counter. The in-
dustry has no hope of getting anything
Trom a Liberal-Country Party Government
in the Federal sphere. It has never done
so in the past and never will in the future.
Its only hope of assistance is from a
Federal Lahour Government. The Liberal
Party would not lock at it and would not
take any notice of this advocaey of general
financial assistance for the goldmining
industry.

[ often wonder why that industry does
not wet down to earth and realise that the
Commonwealth Government eannot give the
weneral] financial assistance sought in the
shape of a bonus on gold, Mcim‘bers sitting
on the Government side of the House know
equally as well as I do that the Common-
wealth of Australia is a party to the Bret-
ton Woods Agreement. Would members
opposite have Australia repudiate that agree-
ment? Would they like the Commonwealth
Government to tear it up like a serap of
paper! The Bretton Woods Agreement
was intended to facilitate trading opera-
tions in the futore and to help the respective
countries that were parties to it over diffi-
cult stiles, at times when their imports
exveeded their ezports, Would members
opposite have the Commonwealth Govern-
ment repudiate such a document? I havo
even heard it advoeated that we should sell
our gold on the black market.

Would members deprive the Empire of
the gold produced in tbis country, which
helps Britain so greatly in connection with
the Empire dollar pool? Article 4 of the
Bretton Woods Agreement reads:—
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The par value of the curreney of each mem-
ber shall be expressed in terms of gold as the
common denominator, or in terms of the
United States dollar of the fineness and
weight in effect on the 1st July, 1944,

The inclusion of that provision was to cn-
sure stability in exchange rates hetween
the paper currencies of the world and the
agreement is armed to the teeth to make
those requirements effective. Tn such eir-
cumstances the Commonwealth Government
could not think of providing a bonus of £2
an ounve on gold, seeing that it is party
to thal agrecmenl, Canada iz alse a parti-
cipant in the Bretton Woods Agrecment.
That country is often quoled as having
ziven wonderful help to the goldmining
industey.  When it linked up with the Bret-
ton Woods Agreement it brownght its enr-
vency back to par with that of the United
States of Ameriea and deprived gold pro-
ducers of 3.5 dollars an ounce on the gold
sold in the U.S.A. by the Government,
which, in that conntry, conirols okl zales.

To offset this loss somewhat, Canada,
which taxes the goldmining industry as well,
members shonld not forget, as other mdus-
tries, provides for a depletion allowanee
for the mining industry which the Govern-
ment increased from 30%4 per cent. to 40
per cent., thus widening the margin of re-
tainable profity and levying taxation on
only 60 per cent. Under the uniform taxa-
tion system applying in Australia, the Com-
monwealth Government does not ftax the
goldmining industry at all. No heuefit to
the industry elsewhere, whether it be
Canada, Southern Rhodesia, or any ofher
country, has been as profitable or as nseful
to the mining industries of those countries
as has been the exemption under the
uniform system of taxation of Australia to
the goldmining industry of this country.
Tp to the point where Canada increased the
depietion allowance and taxed on only 60
per cent. of the profits, there was no direet
assistance to the goldmining industry i
that country, but in about December, 1947,
a proposal was made to pay £2 2s. 10d. per
ounee on some gold, not on all gold pro-
duced. That proposition had to he dropped
hecause the International Monetary Fund
raised objeetion to the scheme.

In the cireumstances the Government has
now introduced a new plan under which it
pays half the cost of producing an ounce
of gold where such cost is in excess of 18
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dollars or of £5 10s. per ounce.  This
assistance is payable only on such gold as
is in excess of two-thirds of the gold pro-
duced in the vear ended the 30th June, 1947.
Thus, high-grade ore wonld derive no bene-
fit from the scheme but to the producers of
five dwt. ore, whiech requires four tons lo
the ounce, it wounld mean a return of half
the cost of production above 27s. 6d. a ton
on the tonnage that produced gold above
that of two-thirds of the previous vear's
produetion, Taxation, however, iz still to
he payable on 60 per cent. of the profits.

I am sure that the Prime Ministor of Aus-
tralia would be only too pleased, from the
financial aspeet, to tax on the profits of
goldmining in this country to the extent of
GO0 per cent, and give to the remaining
units the eoncession that Canada has pro-
vided for some of its producers. I find, of
course, that the position of the goldminine
industry js frequently misrepresented just
for the purpose of making a political
counter against the Commonwealth Labour
(favernment,  In the issue of the “Kal-
poorlie Miner” published on the 27th July
of this year, the following eable from Lon-
don appeared—

‘¢Congiderable financial benefit?’ is expected
by Great Boulder Pty, Gold Mines Ltd, if its
claims for exemption from British income tax
following the transfer of control to Anstralia
ig suceessful. This is stated by the direetors
in their report for 1947, Accounts for the
period show total provision for tax at £52,104,
after which net profit was £34,956 sterling.

Comparable profit was £48,260 for the pre-
vious year, when tax provision was £53,000,
Dividend is unchanged at 25 per cent., requir-
ing £34,375 net. In the latest period, 396,626
dry tong of ore were treated for 92,709 ounces
gold, an incrense over 1946 of 13,642 tons
and 4,151 ounces respectively. Working costs
were well controlled, rising only 7d. r ton
to 3G6s. 3d. (Australian), excluding develop-
ment,

Members will realise that this mining
company paid that taxation from their
profits to the British Exchequer—not to
the State or Commonwealth Government.
I may remind the House that 35s. 3d. vepre-
senis a Jower cost than the average for the
raising and treating of ore on seven of the
principal mines on the Golden Mile in 1924,
according to the statements in the Kingslev
Thomas report for that period. I recently
read an account of His Majesty the
King’s Speech in opening the Southern
Rhodesian Parliament in 1947, during the
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course of which he referred to the fact that
the Government was thinking about impos-
ing taxation for the purpose of subsidising
some goldmining propositions. T have read
clsewhere that the Government of that
country proposes to pay a premium of 27s.
6d. an ounce on gold produced and to raise
that mcney by a 10 per eent, addition to the
income tax already levied.  The mining
companies themselves are subjeet to that
taxation on their profits,  If the Premier
could go to the next Premiers’ Conference
and advoeate a propesition sueh as that by
which there would be an inerease in the
income tax payable by evervone so that a
bhonus of 27s. 6d. could be paid on every
aunce of gold produced, and at the some
time bring the mining companies themselves

into the realm of ineome taxation, some
good micht result.
The mining companies have profeszed

themselves as satisfled with the sales tax in
connection with necessary mining commeodi-
ties and have published a statement to that
cffeet, about which T have informed the
House on a former cecasion. Still they are
arguing, advoeating, pressing and using as
a polilical counter, a plea for assistance. 1t
is not confined to marginal mines or to
mines that need assistance; but it is an all-
over honus that they require, one that will
be paid to those which are paying 50 per
cent. dividends on their original eapital and
that will sap their vitality by paying it to
other sections of industry throughout the
State. 1 do not blame the mining industry
for getting into the race for assistanmee. Tt
seems now to be considered right for all sec-
tions of the community to go moaning to
the Government for assistance. Even when
the wholesalers in the fish industry reduced
the price of fish hy 10 per cent., retailers
would net sell it cheaper to the eustomers
or consumers. All sections of the com-
munify are wanting to enter this blood-
sneking campaign, thus sapping the vitality
of other sections,

Each section is trying to assist the other
and is eoming in its turn for blood-trans-
fusion to make wp for the blood which has
already been soaked ont of it. T think the
(fovernment should consider the position
and sce what it ean do for the goldmining
industry. T resent the assertion that the
Commonwealth Government has done noth-
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ing for the industry. T was a member of
the mining panel that considered the ques-
tion of the rebabilitation of the industry at
very many meetings, at which the State
Mining Departments and the Chambers oi
Mines were represented. The Common-
wealth Government agreed, as a resulf of
representations made to if, that any money
which could be justified by a report of a
competent inspector would be made avail-
able to mines in need of it. Not only has
the Commonwealth Government done that
for the goldmining industry, but it has also
ziven the industry a substantial benelit
arising ont of a recommendation made by
our own Deputy Commissioner of Taxation,
Mr, Cruickshank; when the Uniform Tax
Act was brought down, goldmining profits
were exempted from it altogether. In that
slone, the poldmining industry of this State
has had a very fair deal from the Common.
wealth Government,

MR. REYNOLDS (Forrest) [6.3]: After
the storm comes the ealm! I think we must
all apree that the member for Brown Hill-
[vanboe has made a brilliant speech. No
donbt it was very wholesome, but neverthe-
less it must have proved unpalatable
und distasteful to the Government and par-
ticularly to those who, on every oceasion,
whine and moan about Communism and try,
unfortunately, to libel the Labour Govern-
ment about Communism. This T bitterly
resent. 1 wish to congratulate the Minister
for Eduration on his courage and gentle-
manly demeanour in refuting the malicious
and vivious aspersions east upon the noble
band of educationists who are training, to
the best of their ability, our young citizens
and doing their best to improve their men-
tality ond personality. Under the protection
of Parliamentary privilege, the member for
Irwin-Moore accuses them, in the main, of
passing on Communistie propaganda and
sowing the seed of Communism. The pre-
went Minister, like his predecessor (Hon. J.
T. Tonkin), is offering every possible in-
ducement to attract to our schools men and
women possessed of the highest intelligence,
training and personality, in order to deve-
top ¢itizenship; while this member, this hig
shot from Irwin-Moove, is doing everything
ke possibly can to undermine the splendid
efforts of his Minister.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I challenge the member for Irwin-Moore
to call a meeting, at my expense, in any hall
in Perth and there repeat the charges,
which he has made on innumerable ocea-
sions against the character of the school
teachers of this State. I say to him, “Accept
this challenge, or for ever hereafter hold
your peace.” According to Press reporis,
the member for Irwin-Moore has made a
certain sum of money available for distribu-
tion to various schools throughout his dis-
triet; and, according to what he said, several
head-teachers have refused to co-operate
with him. They have refused, he said, to
seleet o pupil worthy of & prize for citizen-
ship. I should like to ask the member for
Irwin-Moore through you, Mr. Hpeaker,
what conditions he attaches to the awarding
of this prize. When we know those condi-
tions, we shall be able to judge whether the
teachers did right in making their decisions.

Throughout the world, education anthori-
ties—trained men and women, who know
their job, not nosey Parkers——have long
realised that individual awards are poor
groundwork for the training of community
spirit and citizenship. They advocate that
trophies, amenities or library books should
be given to the school on a co-operative
basis, so that the low-markers might feel
that they, too, have played their part in the
winning of these awards. Bome children
suffer disabilities; for instance, slower men-
tality, parental poverty, home duties in
large families or unequal home training.
Other children are particularly well en-
dowed, because they have mothers who pro-
bably are good women, trained in many
subjects, and this applies to their fathers
aiso. How can the less fortunate children
hope fo ecompete with children whose
parents are so richly endowed? It has also
been diseovered that undue praise of, and
the award of prizes to, children with better
opportunity do not help to bolster up a
child’s self-respect,

We know, too, that the awarding of these
prizes is inclined to make children con-
ceited, like the member for Irwin-Moore,
for instance, who imagines that he knows
everything, that he is the all-conquering
hero. There is nothing he does not know,
in his opinion; but we are heginning to find
out a great deal he does not know about
wheat, becanse the other night the member
for North-East Fremantle exposed many
figures which he submilted to the House.
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If this self-appointed, superimposed inspee-
tor of school inspectors wishes to improve
the lot of the pupils in his district, let him
enlarge the school libraries and amenities
for the benefit of the whole school; and let
him try a little construciive praise, instead
of destructive abuse, of teachers. He will
tind them quite intelligent enough to appre-
ciate the difference. last year he made his
first ungenilemanly attnek on the school
teachers and got some cheap notoriety and
praise from our so-called free and demo-
cratiec Press. .

T recall with particular delight that early
this year, when we were at the University,
the Chaneellor gave him the opportunity
to disenss the matter. If 1 remem-
her rightly, it was the Leader of the
Opposition who asked the Chancellor
whether members could pul certain «ues-
tions. But what happened? We noticed
that this Colossus of elay, with feet of ice,
decided that diserction was the better part
of valour and, like Dora, he kept dumb.
Iike a wolf that onee has tasted blood and
gets away with it, he hungers for more. He
is trying to out-Goebbel Goebbels in his
cheap and spurious search for limelighi and
propaganda.

In my maiden speech last year, T said it
was my intention to do the best I could for
the farmers, the workers and the small huai-
nessmen of this State. I feel I have done
so. 1 have a list of things to report which
have been well and faithfully done through-
out my territery. At Jarrabdale, for in-
stance, which is 46 miles from Perth, 1 am
pleased to record that last year, just before
the present Government assumed office,
from the main Bunbury-road to Jarrahdale
was being bituminized, and it has now heen
completed. Again, a mail service has been
arranged and mail boxes and various things
of that nature supplied at Jarrahdale. I
have to thank the Minister for Education
because he is now building a home for the
teacher at Jarrahdsale and effecting repairs
to the school. At Glen Fagle, the Postal
Depariment is installing a telephone system.
1 am sure the people who have lived there
for years will appreciate this service. T
have approached the Edueation Department,
and hope the Minister will meet me on this
occasion, with a view to having a larger
school built there. Last year at Dwellingup
T arranged a deputation to the Minister for
Works with a view to trying to get the Gov-
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ernment to take the main road from Pin-
jarra through to Boddington.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I had reached the
stage vefore tea of explaining that early
last year at Dwellingup a large namber of
people gathered together, and as a result of
their meeting I was asked to make represen-
tations to the Minister for Works to take
over the read from Pinjarra to Boddington
and nake it a maip road. He, unfortun-
ately, said he eould not do so. I made
further representations to the Minister, and
I am pleased to say be granted £6,000 so
that the road counld be continued from the
point it had rveached when the ILahour
Party had spent £7,000 on it. The Minister
also gave £1,000 for the construction of a
road eastwards. In 1946, the then Minister
for Works, the member for Northai, made
a sum available for the puiting down of a
hore at Dweilingup. When the new Gov-
ernment took over it had the bore tested
and found that its capacity was sullicient
for tke requirements of the town,

I am happy to tell memhers that yester-
day - veceived a letter from the Minister
for Works saying that he proposed to put
in the water scheme which the previous
Minister had advocated, but he could not
get the necessary piping. It is unfortunate
that last year, at a Comwmonwealth [hs-
posals Sale at Marrinup, thousands of feet
of piping were literally given away. That
was a golden opportunity to have made the
purchase, but it was missed. Another
£600 to £700 was spent on a lightine plant
for -he Dwellingup hospital. As a result
of questions the other night I discovered
that the Government is going to spend £9,000
on the hospital—something which the hospi-
tal eommittee and myself have becen fighting
for over the last 12 or 13 months. The
hote] is being renovated. As a matter of
faet, the timber workers and other people
in the district asked the Minister to mnke
the renovations. Nearly £2,000 is to be
spent in that direction. The school has
been repainted and, as I have =zaid, the
water scheme which is mueh needed and
will he appreciated hy the people of Dwell-
ingup, is to e eompleted.

A new manual training centre has been
established at Banksiadale. At IHolyoake,
the school and the school teacher's house
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have heen repainted. At Hakea, a gallon
license has been pranted and roads have
been repaired. At Nanga Brook, a bridge
over the Murray River is now in course of
construetion. For this, thanks are largely
due to the previous Minister, who had allo-
cated £2,700 for the purpose. At Hoffman,
I was able fo secure £200 from a grant of
£192.000 made available by the Common-
wealth Government for roads. The Harvey
Road Board added another £300 to that sum
to ensure a thoroughly good job being made
of the road for a distance of seven miles
from Yarloop towards Hoffman. At Woka-
lup, roads, generally, have been repaired. I
led a deputation to the Harvey Road Board
to have these roads, and also the main road
to Mornington, repaired, and an amount of
£300 is now being spent on them.

Mr. Hoar: How do you manage to get all
this money?

Mr. REYNOLDS: The hon. member has
not got what is necessary. At Benger, also,
the roads have been repaired. Last year 1
led a deputation to the Minister for Agri-
culture to get much-needed relief for the
potato growers of Benger. I am sorry to
say he did not see fit to make a grant avail-
able; he wanted to give the potato growers
a loan, interest free. An amount of £70

was spent on the road from Collie to Trees-.

ville. At Brunswick my efforts have resulted
in 62 acres of land being acquired from a
farmer for building sites; also 10 acres for
the railways and 12 acres for a new school
gite, I feel I have done something for the
people of Brunswick. I also put up a sug-
gestion to the Minister for Agrieulture that
an area of approximately 60,000 acres he
resnmed for land settlement. Tonight he
said he thought it was not suitable. Of
course, 1 realise that Amalgamated Col-
lieries Ltd. have big interests there and,
naturally, it would be unpleasant to tackle
sueh a powerful monopolistie organisation.

The mission at Roelands is doing a great
job. I am hopefnl that the Premier will
make a sum of money available to the people
who ran it. I remember last year I particu-
larly mentioned the good work being done
by that mission. At Donnybrook, a new
hospital was opened last year, thanks to the
previous Government. Improvements are
now being made to the school there. T was
able o obtain £6,000 for relief becaunse of
damage through floods to roads end bridges.
When I took over my clectorate T found

[ASSEMBLY.}

that the previeus member had been fighting
very hard to have s water scheme estab-
lished at Donnybrook. I was able io get
the Goverement to make £500 available for
the putting down of a bore, and I am
pleased to say that it has given another
£750 for that purpose.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: How do you get all
these things?

Mr. Bovell: A sympathetic Government.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: One would think
the Treasurer was one-eyed in regard to the
South-West, ’

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am pleased to say
that the quarries have been reopened at Roe-
lands and at Donnybrook. I have handled
many problems for farmers and have been
instrumental in getting taxation rebates in
excess of £2,000 for primary produecers
throughout my electorate. I feel I have
done my job for those people who reposed
confidence in me on the 15th Mareh last, Of
course, my modesty prevents me from telling
many of the other things I accomplished.

Mr. Bovell: T think the Government de-
serves the ecredit.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It sounds as if it
wasg getting it.

Mr. REYNOLDS: This afternoon the
Minister for Agriculture asked me to state
a case for the Commonwealth Government
in connection with the forthcoming poll on
the Commonwealth Wheat Agreement.

Mr. Mann: Who killed Cock Robin?

Mr. REYNOLDS: The hon. member will
find his leg will be fwisted and pulled be-
fore I firish.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Do not take him
too serionsly.

Mr. REYNOLDS: No, he is just chicken
feed. As I said I was asked whether I would
state a case for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, but I told the Minister that I thought
it was the duty of the Commonwealth
Minister for Agrieulture, Mr. Pollard, to
state his own ease. I assured the Minister
that as far as I personally was concerned
I would put up what I though{ was a case
which would justify the wheatgrowers in
creating a stabilisation seheme such as that
approved by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

From 1930 onwards farmers throughout
Western Australia were practieally reduced
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to a state of servitude. They were shackled
to the banks, not throngh any fanlt of their
own, but because of a drop in the price of
wheat. Actually they were reduced to the
status of blackfellows at a communal
kitchen. I remember many men who had
‘hig equities in their properties having to go
cap in hand to the financial institutions and
like a blackfellow say “Gibbit money for
fertiliser”; “gibbit money for spare parts
and fuel’; and so on, and “If you give me
those things I will produce for you what
humanity requires: the wheat, the wool, the
pig meats, barley, oats, and the like, and
all those essentials for which humanity to-
day is starving.”

Now let us po back to 1917. In that
yenr the Labour Government went out of
office and a National-Conntry Party Gov-
ernment took over. From 1917 to 1929,
what did we see? Rising costs, rising in-
terest rates and farmerg getting deeper into
the mire! I remember in 1927 when I pro-
duced a large crop, I had to pay 16s. 6d. a
dozen for cornsacks and in 1939 I was pay-
ing 744 per cent. on my overdraft. Since the
Labour Government took office those interest
rates have been cousistently reduced until
today they have eome down fo 43} per cent.
for buildings, elec.,, and 414 per cent. for
ordinary overdrafts. In those two things
alone the Lubour Government has donc
more for the farmers than the National
Party or the Country Party has ever
done or is ever likely to do. In 1915-
16, when the Labour Party was in power,
owing to the shortage of shipping it was
unable to have the wool transported over-
sen and the wool appraisement scheme came
into being. The Labour Government ob-
tained for the woolgrowers of Australia
15%4d. per b. for wool in 1939. When the
Menzies Government was in power it could
only obtain approximately 13%d. per lb.—
1 say approximately because I have not a
mind like Solomon.

In 1915-16 there was no such thing as an
exchange; that was introduced in 1929, and
by whom? It was suggested by Mr.
Davidson of the Bank of New South Wales.
I can tell the House quite a story about tbat,
but will hold it over for another oecasion.
However, I repeat that the Labour Party
wag able to obtain 15%d. per ib. for wool
in 191516 and the National Country
Party was only able to obtain 13%d. per
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Ib. in 1939, and there was no such thing as
an exchange in 1915-16.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, there was.

Mr. REYNOLDS: No, there was not.
The Minister eannot put that over me. The
exchange was introduced in 1929 at 130 and
reduced to 125. The Minister will have to
wake up very early to put anything over
me,

The Minister for Lands: I know that.

Mr. REYNOLDS: The exchange on
13%d. actually gave 11d. to the wool pro-
ducers of the State and Commonwealth, but
what happened? Within four months of
the Curtin Government coming into power
Dr. Evatt was sent, to England to negotiate,
and he was able to obtain 2d. per Ib. more
for the waol producers of Australia which
meant an inereased income of £10,000,000
to be distributed amengst those who pro-
duced the wool.

The Minister for Lands: How did be get

it? |

Mr. REYNOLDS: Dr. Evatt secured if
by ability, something that his predecessors
lacked.

The Minister for Lands: 1 am only
chicken feed to the member for Forrest.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I now come to the
poind where I wish to—
Mr. Yates: Have a drink!

Mr. RBEYNOLDS :——eulogise the intelli-
genece and the ability of the Liberal Minister
for Agriculture in Vietoria. Some three
months ago this Minister had the courage
to eome out and tell the wheatgrowers of
Ausiralia that the Commonwealth wheat
scheme was an excellent one as far as he
and his party were concerned and that they
were heartily hehind it. What did we seef
A despicable exhibition! At Canberra a
conference was called of the varions Minis-
ters concerned and attended by Mr. Me-
Donald the Country Party Leader in Vie-
toria, who criticised Mr. Dennett, Vietorian
Minister for Agriculture. The Liberal
Party of Australia has wholeheartedly en-
dorsed, or almost so, the Commonwealth
wheat scheme because it vealises that it is
something the farmers want,

Hon. J. T. Tounkin: Do you know the atti-
tude of the Liberal Party here? Nobody
else does,
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Mr. REYNOLDS: On Saturday the 10th
July last, about 170 or 180 farmers met at
York to discuss the wheat agreement. They
represented, T suppose, all branches of the
Farmers’ Union throughout the State. Tt
appeared to be a particularly nice set-up
beeause York is a very conservative place,
as [ know if. In saying that, I am very
pleased to be abie to mention that when I
contested York at a by-clection they gave
me a majority. However, it is the home of
the Minister for Agrieulture and everything
was set because the Government thought it
would be able to get away with this idea of
putting one over the dopey cockey, but of
eourse the farmer today is alive and alert
to these dizbolical schemes which have been
hatched in the past, and is not going to be
cgught in the future. Members will remem-
ber that last year T debated for some con-
siderable time the 15-point plan, because I
realised it had some value and virtue, but I
vould not see how any Government conld
agree to all the points.

The Minister for Railways: Yon did not
tell us what happened at that York meeting.

Mr. REYNOLDS: T am going to tell the
Minister. He will get it with both barrels.
I have here a copy of the minutes and T will
let kim have them.

The Minister for Railways: Good!

Mr. REYNOLDS : Unrelentingly! How-
ever, I can take the Minister's interjections;
I do not mind them. I disecnssed the 15
points hecause I could not see how the
Commonweaith Governmeni or any other
Government would agree to all of them, but
I did not know then, as I do now, that this
15-point plan was hatched in Western Aus-
tralia because, through fortuitous eircum-
stances, the minutes of the meeting referred
to have come into my hands, and T will have
speeial delight in guoting them, seeing that
Mr. Jones is mentioned also. I will touch
on him shortly. ‘Oh, yes, I canoot miss a
good opportunity; I love opportunities!
This is & copy of the verified minutes of
that meeting—

Don Masey of Dowerin said: I want to ask
My, Teasdale on what date he represented the
Royal (ommission,

Mr, Teasdale: I am not too sure—

Of course, he was always sure of other
things, but on this oceasion he was not too
sure. The minutes continue—

—but I think it wag the 1st May, 1947,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Don Magey: At the Dowerin branch at a
meeting in October, 1946, just after it had heen
formed, a motion was suggested as to what
the pool should be of that branch and that it
should be forwarded to conference,

At the next meeting a motion was submitted
by Mr. Metealfe, which stated that should
negotiations fail for a Commonwealth plam,
that this union accept the State Marketing
Act, Mr, Masey said that he had challenged
Mr, Metenlfe as to whether the motion was
his own., Mr. Masey said that the motion was
typewritten and on the Jeft hand cormer it
hail the initials of the typist and of the origin-
ator. These initials were not those of Mr,
Metealfe, but those of n man who dictated the
motion. The motion was presented to the
hranch meeting, and all the references to State
marketing were altered to Commonwealth, Tt
wasg later submitted at the inaugural conference
of the Farmers’ Unjon, This same motion
eventually beeame almost word for word the
15.point plan of the AW, Mr. Masey
stated he tackled Mr, Metealfe and asked
him—

Mind you, this is what happenced at York;
it is not mere fantasy.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: This is the infor-
mation the Minister for Railways wanted.

Mr. REYNOLDS: He will chortle and
enjoy it, and I hope the Minister for Agri-
enlture will enjoy it also, hecause I have
something that will interes{ him intensely.
Continuing with the guotation—

Mr., Masey said he tackled Mr. Metealfe and
asked him directly whether Mr. Teasdale had
given him the motion. ™Mr, Mefealfe stated
that Mr. Teasdale had given him the motion.
At the next meeting of the branch, Mr., Met-
calfe tried to pass another motion which stated
that failing immediate agreement on the (om-
monwealth proposals we agree to the system of
State pools.

I continue to quote from the minutes—

I wish to point out, Jadies and gentlemen,
that since that time there has heen no co-
operate action in the Australinn Wheatgrow-
crs’ Federation. There is no doubt in my
mind, and in the minds of thousands of other
wheatgrowers that this stone-walling at the
Federation is direetly connected with the
action of Mr, Teasdale and Mr. Metealfe, I
know what we will get. A State pool. I ask
you, is this not a remarkable state of circum-
stances? Mr. Metcalfe has admitted that the
proposal originated with Mr. Teasdale. I ask
Mr. "Teasdale to answer this: Mr. Teasdale
said that Mr, Masey was attempting to create
a false impression and would not comment.
He said that he did not send any such docu-
ments and apparently the documents had fol-
fowed the opinions of the Royal Commission,

Last year, I honestly and eonseientiously
did sapport the idea of a State pool. I
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thought there were some greal minds behind
it and it was going to be something in the
interests of the farmers of this State. I
felt the Commonwealth Government could
not agree to those 15 points because they
were too severe, and T stated my reasons
when 1 discussed the 15 points seriatim.
Members can find my ecomments in
“Hansard.” T want to clear myself on this,
Quoting from “Hansard,” I said—

To me it is important also because it em-
bodies something that has been a hobbyhorse
with me for the last 22 years. Away back
in 1926 I advocated a compulsory pool.

I would not have anything to do with the
Biate pool because it was too small. I could
se¢ that we wanted something bigger; we
wanted an international pool, and it was
only through international control and
through that measure and system that we
would be able to control the price of wheat
and obtain a reasonable deal for the wheat-
growers, and also regulate production with
a view to g sensible and sound marketing
scheme. That is why I advocated that in
1926, I am passing this on because of in-
formation that has been given to me and as
I am convinced that the idea of the 15-point
plan was hatehed in the minds of a “Klu
Kdux Clique,” and the money mammons of
Wellington-street. They endeavoured to get
complete control of the wheat, and I will
oxplain why.

The Minister for Lands But they are
great co-operators,

Mr, REYNOLDS: They were out for a
big thing and in the past they made a
marvellously good thing out of it, Coming
to this wonderful paper—I might add that I
buy it beenuse I do get good information
from it—the “Farmers’ Weekly,” first of
all T will quote:—

Pertinent Questions.

Replies by the wheat seetion. The president

of the Wheat Section of the Farmers’ Union
(Mr. K. E. Jones) has forwarded the follow-
ing questions and answers dealing with the
wheat stabilisation propesals,
This is what Mr. Jones has to say—though
Mr. Jones has had his fingers scorched on
several occasions during the past five or
six years.

The Minister for Lands: That is not fair
comment. You know he has put up a great
fight for the wheatgrowers.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I know all about that.

N3

The Minister for Lands:
been stalling all the time.

Mr. REYNOLDS: He has put up a great
fight for the Wellington-street people and
the St. George's-terrace people. The Minis-
ter cannot pull the wool over my eyes.

The Minister for Lands: I know that is
1mpossible.

Mr. REYNOLDS: The next question was,
“Are the new proposals a sound business
proposition? The reply was, “No, they
are had all the way through.” What won-
derful reasoning! What a logical thing to
say!

Myr. Mann: You are taking advantage of
your political position. Why do not you
debate the matter with Mr. Jones?

Mr, REYNOLDS: I am prepared to de-
bate the subjeet of wheat with Mr, Jones
or anyone in the industry. Before I sit
down, I am going to make the member for
Beverley withdraw a statement that he
made. Getting back to these questions and
answers, Mr. Jones asked, “Why is that?’
And the answer was, “Because in every line
of the plan, it takes away something from
the producer. Yon cannot give to the pro-
ducer by taking things away.” Mr. Jones
knows perfectly well that never in the
history of Australia has any Government
done more for the wheatgrowers than the
Commonwealth is doing under this 15-point
plan.

The Minister for Lands: You have a one-
eyed biased opinion. 1 ean see that.

Mr. REYNQLDS : No, the Minister has 2
one-track mind and a wrong track at that.
Mr. Jones further asked, “Does not the plan
give the costs of production?” The reply
was, “That is just where you are wrong. That
is what is wrong with the plan. Wherever 6s.
3d. is mentioned, it is cost-minus all the
time.” That is just too bad for Mr. Jones
hecause last year, at the request of the Ans-
tralian Wheatgrowers’ Federation, a costs
eommittee was set up to inquire into the
actaal cost of production. The committee
consisted of Mr. Justiee Simpson, Mr. Con-
nolly, and a very capable man from Western
Australia whom T have met on two or three
occasions, Mr. Walker, a wheatgrower. The
committee took evidence thronghout all the
wheat-producing Sfates, but when it eame to
Woestern Australia, this is what happened. I
quote from “Hansard” of 1947 at page 1373.

While you have
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The member for Irwin-3}oore asked whetherI have given the matter considerable thought

I had seen & copy of the questionnaire, and
my reply was—

Yes. Of the 6,000 sent out, only 723 were
returned, TIn a statement from Bruce Rock,
according to the morning’s issue of ‘'The
West Australian’! appears the following:—

Replying to an inquiry as to the reason
for the poor respomse, Mr. Connolly said
there was no doubt ’‘they had been dumped;
by the Farmers' Unicn.?’

This costs committee was set up at the re-
guest of the Wheatgrowers' Federation and
at big expense to the taxpayers and came
here to do the job. I know full well that
the member for Irwin-Moore was careering
around his territory advising his farmers to
put the forms in the fire and not to give any
evidence to the committee, Naturally, the
committee of the Farmers’ Union prepared
its own vosts. [ dealt exhaustively with that
phase last year. The costs committee found
that the cost per bushel was 6s. average
siding price, which is equal to 5s. 1014d. bulk
and Gs. 1.4, bagged. In its recommenda-
tiors, the committer dedueted the income
from sidelines from the gross costs and, in
averagine the «idelines income, assumed from
various statistiral sources that such sideline
income would not be maintained. It aceord-
inzly held an adjustment of 15 per eent. or
6d. per bushel to be unwarranted and not
likely to eventuate in actual fact. Hence the
Commonwealth Government guite rightly dis-
regarded this 15 per cent. reduaction in side-
line income,

The over all result was that the 55, 1014d.
siding became 5s. 41%4., which was actoally
correct from the findings of the committec.
Members should bear in mind that not one
word of criticism was ever levelled by the
wheatgrowers of this State at the Australian
Wheatarowers’ Federation, and that that
organisation passed a vote of confidence in
the costs committee, said it had done a won-
derful job and congratulated it upon its
work. Yet here we find Mr. K. E. Jones, of
the Farmers' Union, ridiculing that coromit-
tee. Tt obtained written and oral evidence
and produced figures to justify the conclu-
sions at which it had arrived. There mem-
bers have the true story of the costs factor.

The other night the member for Irwin-
Moore said that there was no cost index. He
must have known that that was an untruth;
alternatively, he was not sure of his facts. T
think that he knew the position and was
merely out to deceive members. Fortunately,

and I am fully alive to his statements. Con-
tinuing, he said—
Who finda the money to aupport the guaran-

tee? The growers of courgse. You would not
expect the Government to provide it,

Let me touch on this because it is 2 vital
point. As members are aware, when the war
started, the price of wheat was 2s. 6d. a
bushel and the average price of wool was
round about 13d. I said previously that the
Commenwealth had agreed to give our wonl
away for 13%d.

Mr. Mann: That is not true.
Mr, REYNOLDS: Of course it is true.
Mr, Mann: It is not.

Mr, REYNOLDS: The hon. member can-
not refute it, I challenge him to try to
do so. 1 have all the information before me,
all the statistical data, and the hou.
membher cannot get away from that. In 1839
the price of wheat was 2s. 6d. bushel, During
1946-47 there was a spectacular vise, for by
the 1st January, 1948, wheat had touched 1%
911d. and by the 16th of the same month it
was 20s. 5%d. The Government, at the ve-
quest of the Australian Wheatgrowers' Fede-
ration, said that it wonpld introduce a stahili-
sation scheme and put it into operation. The
point T stress is that had the Government not
introduced a stabilisation scheme, the money
wonld have gone to the Government in the
form of taxation; hut the Government,
realising that the price of wheat would fall
probably by 1951 or 1952, decided to create
a stabilisation fund in order to guarantee the
farmers g minimum price over a pumber of
years. As members know, and as the mem-
her for Irwin-Moore has said, from 1929 to
1930 the price of wheat averaged about 2s.
6d. 2 bushel. That is why the Common-
wealth agreed to the stabilisation fund. In-
stead of this money going in taxation, it will
be paid into a fund for the benefit of the
wheatgrowers of Australia. I now wish to
deal with another red herring which Mr.
Jones tried to drag over the trail. It is e
very smelly one. He said—

Is there any safeguard that wheat will be
gold to best advantage? No, Remember the
New Zealand wheat deal, Anything like that
could happen agnin, so long as they return
growers 63. 3d,, plus minus index.

Consider that statement! In this State we
have a gentleman by the name of Mr. Thom-
son, who is reputed to be an authority on
wheat. He undoubtedly is; nobody can deny
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it, beeanse he was selected to represent the
Commonwealth Government on the Wheat
Board. Thisis what Mr. Thomson has to say
about the Wheat Agreement—

A guide to opinion at the time is obtained
from a statement by the former General
Manager of the Ausfralinn Wheat Board, Mr,
J. Thomson, dated 3rd March, 1947,

Do not forget that this is the wheat agree-
ment which Mr. Jones and quite a lot of his
sateliites have always sought out in an endea-
vour to damn the Labour Government, be-
cause that Government made a marvellons
deal at the time.

Mr. Mann: Are you referring to the sale
to New Zealand?

Mr. REYNOLDS: T hope I am speaking
intelligently. Perhaps the hon. member does
not understand me.

Mr. Mann: T would not want to.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Was it wheat for pig
feed?

Mr. REYNOLDS: I will tell the House
aboui that; it is a “stunner.” Mr. Thomson
said—

Referring to discussions which he had with
a senior official of the Commerce Department
relative to the proposed New Zealand deal,
Mr, Thomson snid, ‘T drew up a table some-
thing like this: 1945-46, 93, 6d.; 1946-47,
Os. 6d.; 1947-48, Ts.: 1048-49, §s.; 1949.50,
48,7’ Mr. Thomson in his letter added quite
frankly, ‘‘The forcgoing was my guess.’’
Here we have a man, acknowledged to be one
of the greatest authorities on wheal, saying
he had to make a guess and that that was his
guess! Continuing, he said—

f“The foregoing was my guess at what might
be market prices and so far it has proved very
well on the mark, The average was around
7s. a bushel and I offered te put a proposal
to the Board that it should supply New Zea-
land for five years at 7s. 3d. a bushel, f.o.b,
Australian ports.”’

It so happened that in July, 1945, wheat was
in the doldrums and it will go down again,
unfortuoately, as I shall presently explain,
despite the figures of Sir John Boyd-Orr
which were quoted by the member for Irwin-
Moore. Of course, it is easy for men to be
wise after the event. That is Mr. Jones’s
position; he was a critie after the event, and
I ask members not to forget that one of the
greatest amthorities in Australia made this
eguess. Do not forget that he is the General
Manager of Westralian Farmers Ltd., a man
who might play a big part in the State pool,
which will never eventuate, as I shall con-
vince members.
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The Minister for Railways: What, again!

Mr. REYNOLDS: Do not worry, do not
get excited, Mr, Minister.

The Minister for Railways: T am not. I
am laughing.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I shall be taking the
Minister to task about the railways. That is
a promise. I have reached a stage where Mr.
Jones was putting up piffe to the farmers of
Western Australia; but, of course, they wero
too fly. Mr. Jones said—

What is export wheat today? Roundabout

178. a hushel

I have the latest report, dated the 2nd
August, on wheat. It states, “DManitoba,
Canada, No. 3. The closing quote for July
delivery, ex 5t Lawrence, was 8s. Hl4ad. per
bushel, f.0.b.* That is expressed in English
currency and in our curremey it would be
roughly 10s. 7d, per bushel. Yet this wonder-
ful man says that wheat is 17s. 2 bushel!?
Further on in the report I have mentioned it
is stated that Chicago values have slumped to
11s, 3d. That is, the price closed at 11s, 3d.
per bushel, It was stated that values were
slightly lower in Chicago. T am blasting Mr,
Jones’s untruths one by one. I could pro-
ceed and pall the skin off him. Now we come
to the State Minister’'s eomplaint. This is
what he says in a letter to the Press—

A= u considerable amount of misrepresenta-
tion is going on in respeet of the powers of
the Minister under the State Wheat Marketing

Aet, T hope you will publish the sections of
the Act dealing with this matter as follows:—

He proeceeds to quote the section and then
continues—-

Thin is the greatest power the Minister has,
and it is in no way eomparable with the powers
of the Federal Minister, who may aell wheat
to anybody and at any price he likes. This
was Gone in the New Zealand deal

How these people like to bring in the New
Zealand deal, forgetting that the man who
prompted the Commonwealth Government to
make it was the General Manager of Westira-
lian Farmers [td. Notice the subtlety of it.
He continnes—

Section 30 (1) of the Act reads—

Subject to this Act, the Board may to the
best advantage of growers, having regard
to all relevant eircumstances, sell or arrange
for the sale of all wheat of which it he-
comes the owner, to such persons and at such-
prices and on such terms as it deems proper.
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Then he continues—

The Minister has no power of veto or direc-
tion in the matter of selling wheat which
section 30 gives to the producer-controlled
board.

The publication of the above should put an
end to the lying propaganda which is being
carried on with the objeet of confusing the
minds of the wheatgrowers in the mafter of
Ministerinl direction. Yours ete., G. B. Wood,
Minister for Agreulture,

In the very next column is a letter signed by
R. J. Anderson, of Jennacubbine, which I
think is just near Northam. Here is what he
has to say—

As a comparatively new wheatgrower on a
small seale and anxious to cast my vote m-
telligently—

There is a wise man!

—at the fortheoming wheat poll I read with
interest Mr, Teasdale’s assurance that in the
W.A, Wheat Marketing Act, 1947, the tempor-
ary board appointed by the Governor—doubt-
less on the adviee of his Minister—eamot hold
office for more than 12 months.

Later on he says—

If my limited lay ability, which has not the
ability to probe clauses to the ultimate which
can bo extracted from them, reasons correctly,
this paragraph (e) can be vital inasmuch that
the current businesa of the temporary hoard
could he extended over the life of the Aect.
In this case the Act could mot be said to be
administered under grower-elected eontrol, sub-
ject, of course, to the inevitable Ministerial
veto.

The Minister said there was no veto, but here
this man points out thet there is. '‘Of course
he is a layman, but I will show what the Aect
says to prove that there is a very powerful
veto. The jetter concludes—

In conclusion, no doubt Mr. Teasdale ean,
through the columns of your paper, quickly
tell us the renl meaning of paragraph (e) and

ko dispel any doubts, or fears, some of us
might have.

Here is the Act, and it is very nice! It says
that the temporary board shall consist of
five persons appointed by the Governor. Of
the five, one shall be the c¢hairman of Co-
operative Bulk Handling I.td, one shall be
the chairman of the trustees of the Wheat
Pool of Western Anstralia constituted under
the Wheat Pool Act 1932, and three shall be
nominated by the Minister. And there is no
veto! Oh no! Tf the Minister appoints them
there will be no veto! Further on, the Act
states that the Minister shall eause to be
prepared in time for the olection a voll of
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the persons qualified to vote and shall a)p-
point a time for enrolment.

The Minister for Lands: What is wrong
with that?

Mr. REYNOLDS: T am coming to it, It
says definitely that the Minister has abso-
late control and the Minister knows that
perfectly well.

The Minister for Lands:
for yon to prove it.

Mr. REYNOLDS: The Minister can sce
that T have given the matter great thought
and a certain amounnt of study. T have pulled
it to pieces, section hy section, and shred Ly
shred, and I think I have got the “innaprds"
of it

Mr, Mann: What a genius you are!

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am not a genius.

Hon. F. J. 5..Wise: Do not let him lead
you off the track.

Mr. REYNOLDS: He is trying to. I
was talking about the mecting at VYork,
Those minutes are still to eome but they will
keep. I said that the Commonwealth plan
has tremendous advantages over the West-
ern Australian Marketing Act. That is so
beeanse: (1) The Commonwealth plan does
gnarantee a price on a cost index and neither
the Minister for Agrieulture nor the member
for Irwin-Moore can deny that, because it
is definitely in the Aect, Morcover, in that
plan there is a provision which enables a
review of that cost index; and I would al-
most make a wager that before the Common-
wealth Marketing Act comes info operation
the Commonwealth Government will in-
crease the price from 6s, 3d. to 6s. 7d. o
bushel. The State Act, as the member for
Irwin-Moore kuows very well, does not give
a guarantee. (2) The Commonwealth Act
gives a stabilisation fund and I know that
you, Sir, have given thought to this, and
will agree with me that the State does not
and cannot do so for many reasons which 1
explained. (3) The board is appointed by
the growers under the 15-point plan but, as
I have explained, under the State Aet the
Minister appoints three members of the
hoard and one comes from Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd.. and one from the farm-
ers. It is just a politica] set-up,

The Minister for Lands: You supported
that Aet last session,

We are waitingz
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Mr. REYNOLDS: Yes, and I gave very
clearly and definitely my reasons. I did not
know that it was a diabolieal hotch-potch,
that it was something that would put the
present Government on the spot.

The Minister for Lands: You should

make sure of your faets before supporting
a Bill. -

Hon, A. H, Panton: Yon led him astray
when you introdueed it,

Mr. REYNOLDS: Let me swing off
from that to eonvinee the Minister. T quote
from a telegram—

Meeting of Executive of S.A. Wheat and
Woolgrowers’ Association earried resolution
unanimously in favour of wheat plan as agreed
to at Canberra and supporting AW A's, sug-
gested improvements to plan further that Stott
be made available te address meetings in Vie-
toria and Western Australia in support of
plan for ballot of growers Stop Nicholls Chap-
man will alse speak meetings Vietoria Stop
Organisation pledged to give Vietoria every
assistance in carrying ballot Stop Enabling
legislation will be introdueed into Parliament
on Tuesday in 8.A, stop

I might say that in South Australia that
sensible man, Mr. Playford, is heartily be-
hind the fedcerated scheme. The tlelegram
Zoes on—

Ballot of growers will be taken immediately
after passage of Bill Stott says ballot will be
earried by overwhelming majority in South
Australia and Vietoria Stop Meetings held
all over west coast Coomandook Coonalypyn
Bordertown carried resolutions unanimonsly in
favour of plan large meeting for district
stirring address by Stott This executive will
arrange campaign this State.

The telegram is signed “Stott.” TLet us come
to this State. This is a “stunner.” The
member of Beverley will enjoy it. Listen to
these gems of wisdom—

Narembeen—~6th Augest, 19 in favour of

Commonwealth Wheat Stabilization, five in
favour of State marketing, .

Bruce Roek—7th August. Unanimously in
favour of Commonwealth Stabilisation.

Bruce Rock is right in the heart of the
electorate of the member for York. When
T contested the York seat, T beat him in
his home town. I got more votes than he
did at Brunce Rock.

Dowerin—Support AW.F. proposals,
. Cadonx—This hraneh favours Common-

wealth Wheat Marketing and Stabilisation
scheme.

Dongolocking—Supports A W.F.  15-point
plan and ‘‘under no ¢ircumstances will vote
for State pool.?’
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Kulin-—Unanimously decided accept present
wheat scheme,

Bindi Bindi—Decided support Federal
scheme. Need a Commonwealth wheat scheme
to safeguard future

So say the wise men of Bindi Bindi!

South Caroling-Quairading—If we have to
resort to Stiate pool, separate pools with one
selling cuthority.

Pithara—Re-affirms 15-point plan.

Nungarin—TUtterly opposed to State wheat
marketing and demands acceptance of Com-
monwealth scheme,

Look at that! XNow do they not wilt and
withey! Where are these great fellows
from Irwin-Moore?

'
Hon, A. H. Panton: Rust has got into
the eron.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I will continue —
York-——Supports A.W.F. 15-point plan.

That is the conservative eentre where this
great meeting of farmers took place. T
now pass to the Midland Zone Council,
which s the home of Mr. Jones—

North Midland Zone—Supports AW.F.

Beenong—Supports Commonweaith  Wheat
Marketing Scheme,

Kalannie—Expressed  satisfaction of the
agreement reached between Commonwealth and
States on wheat stabilisation,

Salmon Gums—Support the vnion 15-point
wheat stabilisation plan,

Trayning—Is opposed to Mr. Jones's atti-
tude in advoeating a State wheat pool in op-
pogition to the union’s poliey of a Common-
wealth plan.

Bolgart—Unanimously supported AW.F. in

accepting Federal Government scheme and re-
questing State CGovernment to implement neces-
sary legislation,
Now we will take a little journey back to
York, or should I continne with this? Once
and for all T wanted to ask the Minister
about this. He probably thonght I was just
silly. As a matter of fact, today I was
challenged to touch on wheat tonight. I
had only a few hours to put my stuff
together, but I have, over a period of years,
been able to put the information I have
received into a little box, and I was able to
get straight down to it. When I mcecepted
the Minister’s challenge to speak on wheat
tonight he said he would come along and
listen to me, but he has vanished into thin
air.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: He could not take it.

The Minister for Lands: You are such a
novice he conld not stand it.
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Mr. REYNOLDS: A member from an-
other place said to me, ** What do you know
about wheat?’’ [ said, ‘I have bought
some for fowls on odd occasions and I have
c¢hewed a bit of wheat.”” He said, ‘‘Are
You going to make a speech on wheat with-
out knowing anything about it?’’ I said,
“Will you give me a hand for, say, 15
minutes to prepare a speech?’’ He said,
#¢No, T am against it.”’ I said, ‘‘That does
not suit me.”’ I might tell members that I
have here a watch presented to me by the
Koyal Agricultural Society in 1927-28 when
I won the No. 4 Zone erop competition with
a yield of 3D bushels, and that record holds
today.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What happened at
York! That is what I want to know,

My, REYNOLIDS: Do not worry about
that! T krow perfectly well that the mem-
ber for York and the member for Mt. Mar-
shall are going to try te pick up anything
I have missed and slate me, I want to deal
with everything, I have here a copy of
the Mukinbudin-Lake Brown “‘Dampier
Herald’’ of the 21st September, 1933, of
which the member for Mt. Marshall was
then editor. This is what he had to say,
““Mr. A. {i. Reynolds’ remarkable suecess
in the wool section e¢an only be recognised
as a fine tribute to the quality of the sheep
he breeds.’”” He goes on to say, ‘‘Patron’s
Trophy, donated by Mr. C. Maddox, for
most points in horses, eattle, sheep, pigs
and wool, won by Mr. A. G. Reynolds.”’
So, T know a little about sheep and wool,
as T do about something else. T think
T had reached the stage of speaking about
winisterial power. Later I said the Com-
monweslth plan was accepted by the ma-
Jority of growers in all States. That is so.

T am pleased that the Commonwealth
Government has seen the wisdom of aceept-
ing this 15-point plan. I hope the eleetion
which is due to be held will be fair and
vlean, and I think it will, but I would like
the rolls which are prepared annually by
the Australian Wheat Board to be used
rather than these now being prepared by
Ca-operative Bulk Handling Ltd., becanse
that is ap ambitious commereial organisa-
tion which is greatly interested in the elec-
tion. If the decision goes against Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling Ltd., it will lose all
the power and the sweetmeats in the way
of handling charges which, as the member
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for Irwin-Moore knows perfectly well,
amounts to tens of thousands of pounds.

In the past, under the Aunstralian Whest
Board, these charges were passed back to
the farmers who pot the benefit of them.
But of course the Country and Democratic
League members are prepared to sell out
the farmers in order to see these money
mammons of Wellington-street get a mono-
poly of our wheat. I am here tonight,
fighting, as I have been for the last 20
vears, in the interests of the farmers and
the wheatgrowers. In 1929-30 I had a hig
financial interest in this State. I had over
3,400 acres of eleared land. All my pro-
perty was netted and fenced, and T had 23
miles of internal fencing. My overdraft was
a very small one—about £5,000. I carried
an overdraft and I know that the member
for Beverley probably had one as big,

Mr. Mann: Probably bigger than yours.

Mr. REYNOLDS: What did we see?
Almost overnight, the bottom dropped out
of the wheat market and the farmers beeame
shackled to the financial organisations. It is
hecause I do not want to see the wheat
farmers of this State again tied to these
orpanisations—1I will be mild—that I am
fighting in the interests of the wheat-
growers. In 1930, men like John Mulqueeny,
I. G. Boyle and others helped to form the
Wheatgrowers’ Union. We were treated as
outeasts beeause we had the courage to
fight for the wheatgrowers. . I might
tel] the House it was at Mukinbudin that
the first branch of the Wheatgrowers’ Union
was formed. I invited a Mr. H. Parker
from Quairading to be present, and within
three or ,four months 120 branches thad
been formed with a membership of approxi-
mately 4,000.  TUnfortunately, when men
like Munlqueeny and others passed out of
the union it once again hecame amalgamated
with the Farmers' Unjon, Today the wheat-
growers are alive and alert to the position,
and on the 30th September it will be seen
that the wheatgrowers will exhibit their
commonsense and show in 4« practieal
manney that they are overwhelmingly in
favour of the Australian Wheat Federation
scheme. The member for Irwin-Moore
knows that after that date he will have to
get back into his burrow, and I hope he
will have a good hollow log for the occasion.

The U.N.Q. admits that by 1952 there is
a possibility that wheat prices will drop.
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I do not think there is any doubt about that
when we consider that today America is
again  producing a 1,000,060,000-bushel
erop—the fifth in succession and the sixth
in all—and we will possibly experience a
record crop in Australia, and the Argentine
erop has exceeded expectations. I might
also add that there has been a tremendous
inerease in the growing of rice in Asia and
also in Amstralia. Due ito the wisdom of
former Governments, we commenced grow-
ing rice in Australia, and during the war
we were able to export large quantities of
it.

The four main wheat exporting countries,
the United States, Canada, Argentine and
Anstralia, hope to establish a record export
of over 1,000,000,000 bushels for the 1948-49
season, The previous best was in 104546
when 834,000,000 bushels were exported.
I am not going to worry the House with
numerous figures.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not forget about
the York meeting,

Mr, REYNOLDS: I will come back to
that later, but I want to stress the point
that this is a big problem,

Mr. Bovell: 1t is a long one.

Mr, REYNOLDS: The hon. member has
not the ability, or at least he has not exhi-
bited it as far as I can see, to stand on his
feet and talk for any length of time or
with any wisdom,

Mr. Bovell: Brevity iz the soul of wit,

Mr. REYNOLDS: The hon. member has
no soul and he certainly has no wit. The
stocks of wheat today exceed 200,000,000
bushels and 173,000,000 bushels are held in
the two North American countries of
America and Canada, If the 1948-49 sea-
son comes np to exXpeectations, the produe-
tion in Ameriea will be 1,130,000,00¢ bushels,
and in Canada 400,000,000 bushels, in
Argentine 200,000,000 bushels, and in Aus-
tralia 175,000,000, making =a total of
1,905,000,000 bushels, These countries hope
to export the following guantities of wheat
—Ameriea, 330,000,000 bushels; Canada,
250,000,000 hoshels; Argentine, 80,000,000
and Australia, 90,000,000, making g total
of 750,000,000 bushels,

As the member for Irwin-Moore knows
perfectly well, today there is no such thing
as a world parity; it just does nof exist,
heeanse the various Governments make con-
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tracts hebween themselves on a Government-
to-Government basis, and that is a very
vital point because we are apt to be
slaughtered as the Jaw of the jungle pre-
vails, The wheat market is a type of spoils
to the victors who, unfortunately, continue
to exploit and rob the have:nots. There
are four exporting countries and they all
have different prices, The Australian price,
with 1ihe exeeption of 15,000,000 bushels
which is being retained as a carry-over, is
17s., aithough, of course, I know that difi-
culties have been experienced in New South
Wales in transporting wheat to the ports
beeause of unpredietable floods.  The
socialistie railway system was held up to
ridicule, but commonsense tells us that thay
j_gst cannot handle the wheat,

Australia was selling at four different
prices. We were selling to New Zealand at
@s. 6d. per bushel. This question has been.
trotted cut as something detrimental to the
Australian  Government, but it was done:
only at the bebest of that great authority on-
Australinn wheat, Mr, Thomson. India was.
paying 17s. a bushel at the time when we:
were selling wheat to New Zealand at 6s. 4d.
a bushel, and the American Government was
selling it at 12s. 6d. a bushel, based on Aus-
tralian enrreney, The member for Irwin-
Moore eannot deny that. We were asking
this from down-and-out people. We were
asking these poor starving Indians to pay
an un-Christian priee of 17s, per bushel, and
the member for Irwin-Moore, with tears in
his eyes like a erccodile, stood up and slated
the Commonwealth Governmeni for selling
the wheat at that price. At the time a feel-
ing of loathing and contempt cropped up
within me bheeause I saw the 40,000,000
starved faces of emaciated boys and girls
before my eyes erying out and chanting,
“Give us this day our .daily bread.”

I do not know whether the member for
Irwin-Mcore understands the meaning and
import of that human prayer., He wanted
the Commonwezlth Government to tarn
round and exploit the unfortunate position
of these people. I wonder if he has ever
experienced adversity. I wonder whether
he has experienced mental worries. I might
tell members that I have had plenty of them;
that is why I am so grey. It is man’s in-
humanity to man that makes millions mourn.
Returning to many things, I know there is
one in partienlar T wish to stress. It is a
vitally important one beeanse I am going to
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pillory the Minister with it. I am going to
put him right on the spot. No intelligent
person can deny that the world’s wheat de-
mands are statistically sound and that
reasonable harvests will be reached within
the next few years, One reason for the de-
mands is the increase in population.

The member for Irwin-Moore quoted a
couple of authorities. One was Sir John
Boyd-Orr and he said that the population
had inereased by 150,000,000. Some two or
three months ago I asked for a certain book
trom one of the officers of this House, be-
cause T had seen in that book a series of
figures whieh I thought would be illuminat-
ing to submit to members. Fortunately, I
have memorised some of those figures and
their correctness cannot be denied, The hon.
member made this mistake. He stated the
population had inereased by 150,000,000
throughout the world during the past decade,
but members will sce that he had a purpose
in deiug that. Ie had a definite purpose.
He wanted to show the wheatgrowers that
there were great possibilities ahead for their
wheut and there was no possible chance of
n shortuge, However, I went into it very
exboustively and I discovered that 74.8 per
cent, of that inerease had token place in
countries populated by the yellow, brown
and black races, and most of those people,
as the member for Irwin-Moore should
know,—anyway he will know now—live on
rice, vegetables and fish. 1 think I have
exploded that point very thoroughly.

During the war, production of rve, which
is Europe’s bread grain, fell more rapidly
than the prodoction of wheat. No one denies
that.  Unfortunately, however, due to a
shortage of fertiliser and incflicient and in-
adequate machinery, these people have not
inercared their production as rapidly as we
in Auslralin who are more advantageously
situated. However, progress is being made
in that way. The fourth point T wish to
make i3 that during the war there was a
wholesale slaughter of stock due to increased
Army requirements and this unfortunately
created a shortage of essential fats, oils,
meats, etc. It then imposed a greater bur-
den on cereals,

Turning from Europe to Asia we sce un-
fortunate Asiatics writhing in the pangs
of poverty and with a paucity of wheat and
rice.  Yet the memher for Irwin-Moore
wants to increase their burden and diffieulty
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further by asking them to pay more than
17s, per bushe] for wheat. The Argentina,
at that time, was getting 30s. 3d. for her
wheat. Turning to the International Wheat
Agrecinent the member for Irwin-Moore
stated that he hoped it would never be revived
beeause it was a foolish sort of thing, To-
day we have to face broader issmes and real-
ise that the world is an integral whole, We
are part of a whole system and, if one por-
tion of the universe is heing exploited and
robherl, then that peortion in turn has to
push up jts prices in order to get a bii back

- from those countries that are exploiting it.

That is the unfortunate position, In Asia
ricp is 1 more important thing in the diet
than wheat and rye. I think 1 have exploded
that matter fairly well.

The member for Leederville asked me
if T would touch on this York matter, First
of all T will give a little titbit.

The President, Mr. E. G, Turner, welcomed
Mr. Teasdale, Mr. Woods, Mr, Hamilton and
Mr, Ackland to the meeting,

Actually, when I have the time, I intend
writing a humorous story on this and put
it up in the form of a Gilbert & Sullivan
play. It would make a good play; it would,
50 help my goodness, and I have no sense
of humour!

In his nddress, he said that events in wheat
marketing and especially the latest proposals
put forward by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to the State Ministers, were of great
importance, and that this meeting was called
so that Mr. Wood would go to a conference
in Canherra on Monilay with a ¢lear expres-
sion of the wishes of wheatgrowers,

Those clear expressions were given in no
uncertain terms, beeause despite the faet
that they had the big guns which later
turned ont to he popguns and their ammuni-
tion squibs, the Minister for Agrieulture’
spoke and also John Teasdale, the financial
magnate of Wellington-street.  He spoke
at greal length.  As a matter of fact, the
politician, Mr. ITamilton, was there to damn
and blast the Commonwenlth Government
which he inevitably did, and he opposed
them for 25 minutes. But despite all this
tirade of abuse, when the motion was put as
to whether they were in favour of the
Commonwealth scheme, as I explained, the
setting was arranged so that the Minister
would go away to the conference saying that
this meeting of farmers at York voted in
favour of the State marketing scheme, bt
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of course they turned round and voted over-
whelmingly in favour of the Commonwealth
secheme, Continuing the President said—

This meeting was called so that Mr, Wooed

could go to the conference at Canberra on
Monday with a clear expression of their wishes.

The Henorary Minister for Agriculture
(M. Wood) said—

He had been told or accused that the meet-
ing had been ecalled for political reasons.

Mr, Turner also made a statement to the
same effect and said that he wanted the
meeting to be held only so that the Minister
could go away with a clear expression of
their wishes. The report continned—

Mr, Wood stressed that he had nothing to
do with the meeting, and that the York branch
of the Farmers’ Union confirmed it, and he Lad
been asked to attend, He wanted all views
expressed on the matters coming before the
meeting. He outlined negotiations between the
State Ministers, the A'W.F. and the Common-
wealth Government since the beginning of this
year. Continuing, he said— ‘I stress this
point that Mr. Pollard is uncertain of his
power and wants the State to do his dirty
work.”’

Well, the farmers of this State have ex-
pressed their view in ne unecertzin terms
that there is no dirty work about it and are
convineed that the wheat seheme is 2 won-
derfully fine one. The report eontinued—

. When he (Mr, Pollard) asked the States to
fix the price, he was holding a gun at their
heads, and said that if the States did not de
certain things, the Commonwealth Government
would mnot fix an export price, Vietoria and
South Australia were not one scrap concerned
with wheatgrowers, but the Western Australian
Government had the wheatgrowers’ interests
at heart, Vietoria and South Australia are
fighting more in the interests of the poultry
and pig-raiser. T repeat that Mr. Pollard said,
' No State price fixing, no guaranteed price.?’
Mr. Dennett’s statement at this conference
bears out this fact, namely, that they were
fighting more in the interests of the poultry
man and the pig-raiser.

T admire Mr. Dennett because he stood up
to the Leader of the Country Party and said
what he thought of the matter. Now here
is o gem I have Dbeen holding in reserve.
Mr. Wood said—

I did not comment myself, but decided with
Mr, McCloudy that we would go home and dis-
cuss the matter,

What a brave, silent Colossus! He went to
Canberra at the expense of the taxpayers
and did not say a ‘‘blinking’’ word, but
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waited until he returned. What a brave,
silent man!  The meeting was convened
with the objeet of discussing the matter
and that was the logical place to discuss
it, but the Honorary Minister eame back
here to discuss it:

He then referred to the State Marketing
Act, and said that there had been eriticism
that tho State Act had toe much ministerial
control, The powers of the board were cer-
tainly limited, but there was no direct control
by the Ministers,

The powers of the hoard were certainly
limited. They were limited to the extent
that the Government eculd appoint the
three grower members. Thus they could
it over the other two members, and if that
is not tantamount to veto, I do not know
what js. The report continued—

Interjection: The State Aet would bring us
back to the open market,

Mr, Wood: That is a stupid statement.

Interjeetion: It appears that you think the-
present high price of wheat will remain. How
long will it be that price?

Mr. Wood ignored the interjections, He-
went on to say—f'I am going to Canberra
to listen as T am net satisfied. I am coming,
baek to Western Australia to ask growers to
let us have done with the Commonwealth
schemes and let us have four boards, a selling
organisction overseas, by which we can retpin
and deal with our own produce on the over-
scas market.’’

The Minister, before leaving for the con-
ference, stated that he was going to say
nothing but was coming back to recommend
the wheatgrowers to have done with the
Commonwealth secheme, I hope the Pre-
mier is listening to this — .

““If I do not agree with the Commonwealth
proposals on Monday, I will ask growers will
they have a State board by a poll of growers.
I have asked Mr, Braine how long it wornld take
for a pall. He said two or thres weeks, That
is demceracy, I say.'’

I suffered many sleepless nights over this.
I put in a crop of wheal at a cost of 5s.
a bushel in 1929 and after harvesting it I
received 1s. 7l4d. a bushel, Thousands of
farmers have suffered headaches for the
same reason, and it is berause I do not want
to see thousands of farmers suffering head-
aches in future that T am puiting uwp a
battle for them tonight. T do not want to
sec them make a foolish mistake. They have
a God-given opportunity to get security for
ever and a day. The proposal is based on
the cost of production. I stated that Mr.
Teasdale put up & 15-point plar. I have
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before me a pampblef on which I con-
tested the York election in 1942,

Mr. Bovell: Are you going to contest
the Mt. Marshall district at the next elee-
tion7

Mr. REYNOLDS: However, we will not
discuss that matter. This paper says—

A. G. Reynolds stands fighting for—

(1) An economie automatic basic pricc for
all  primary produets—wheat, wool, meat,
bacon, ete,,

Mr. Perkins: The electors did not think
much of it; they put you third on the poll.

Mr., REYNOLDS: T was beaten by 22
votes for second place, The second man
was defeated by 42 votes. Had I gained
another 12 primary votes I would have won
the election by 72 votes. As the member
for York knows well, the second man was
an Independent. On three previous ocea-
sions he had contested the York seat. The
memher for York knows perfectly well that
at that time the Federal Minister, Mr.
Ward, unlortunately, had brought on: a
harveet award whieh was detrimental te my
¢lianee of winning, Before the election
took place, I was in a shop at York and
told him that I would Leat him in his own
town. The member for York cannot deny
that I did beat him in his own home town.

MR, SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
memher address the Chair!

Mr., REYNOLDS: Thank wyou, Mr.
Speaker. These members are not worrying
me; they are simply prolonging the agony.
As 1 sax, T advocated an ceonomie basie
prive for primary products. That was the
genesis of the 13-point plan, T challenge
members of the Country Party to prove
that, prior to that date, this idea was ever
advocated by any farmers’ organisation in
Anstralin, My seeond point dealt with
farm and debt reconstruction based on the
automatie basie price. It was my object to
reduce the farmers’ debts to a poinf and
then fix the price of primary prodeets so
that the farmers would have a sense of
security forever and a day. My third point
was a basic wage for all farm workers,
founded on the automatic basic price and
adjusted on the cost of production. Con-
tinuing, Mr. Wood said—

There iz one thing worrying me more than
that, and that is milk,
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The Minister for Lands, who is the Minis-
ter who should rightly be dealing with this
matter, has been delegating these unpleasant
problems to his subordinate, who has to
carry the burdens and probably he thought
they were just a little too thorny for him.
At tbat psychological moment Mr. Teas-
dale rose and said—

It has been suggested that there is a motive

behind the meeting, but I tell you I had no-
thing to do with it,

Why should the chairman of the meeting,
Mr. Tuorner, suggest that there was some-
thing “phoney” about it? Someone had
said that it should not have beren called and
that it was ealled for political purposes.
Why should the Honorary Minister of Agri-
culture make the same comment and why
shonuld Mr. Teasdale say that it had been
suggoested there was a speeial motive hehind
the meeting? Of course, Mr. Speaker, you
are a harrister and solivitor, amd you know
as well as I do that he protested too much.
The Minister then said—

What T am concerned about ix the market-
ing of the forthcoming erop.

Of course he was deeply concerned ahont if,
heeause he wanted to get the wheole of the
whoeat controlled by one orguniration, and
John 8. Teasdale would br the wizard who
would contro] the wheat. T do not blame the
Minister. He was after the power to eontrol
the farmers’ wheat. He had said that the
Federal Minister should not have that
power, but he did not mind gettine it him-
self. He was commercially ambitions,  He
said—

My opinion is that Mr. Pollard’s attitude
has heen most unreasonable,

Mr. Tensdale outlined negotiations of the
Internntional Whent Agreement, stressing the
point that Britain was the main objector to the
price range and the cciling of the 123, He said
that Britain’s cconomieal advisers had recom-
mended {o the delegate at the conference a
lower price for a maximum, as they eonsidered
world-wide prices would drop heavily for the
forthcoming harvest. He said that the Com-
monwealth Government had eontended on this
agreement to give them powers for the acquisi-
tion of wheat, Now that Britain had refused
to sign the wheat agreement, it would pass
out of existence,

His propheey was ill-founded, because only
on Saturday morning last I heard over the
air, on a shortwave from America, thai the
American Government had ratified the
wheat agreement and would keep it going,
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50 the Minister slipped again! The Minister
also said—

Faney in this democratic country a man
making a statement like this!

He said, too, that Britain did not make up
her own mind and that she was a satellite of
the United States of America. This man
made that disbolical and damnable state-
ment.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair:]

The Minister for Lands: Is that in black

anid white?

Mr. REYNOLDS:
~aid-—

Of course it is. He

The day marked the parting of the waps
in regard to wheat marketing in Australia,
vspecially Western Auostralia, The urgent ques-
tion is—What form of marketing do we need
in the future?

The wheatgrowers of Western  Australia
have frankly and definitely said that they
want the Federal wheat scheme. Then he
continued—

There were legnl ohjections against the

Government forming a pool where wheat was
compulsorily acquired.,

Uniortunately for him, last Saturday there
appeared in “The West Australian” a lead-
ing artiele, I pay this tribute to Mr. Ernest
DeBurgh; I have met him only on three or
four oceasions, but T realise that he is a
man of mentality and ability. He has stud-
Jed this problem over long years. Very oficu
what he sayvs is against labour prineiples
and against the Labour Party, but on this
occasion he excelled himself and expressed a
very well-considered opinion. ln some por-
tions of the leader, however, different shades
of meaning can be given to what he says.
He said—

The problem as we see it is that while a
vote for Commonwealsh marketing will give
the Commonwealth complete authority over

wheat disposal, a vote for State marketing
eannot give the State the same power.

He admits that it cannot give the State the
sume power and also that the Commonwealth
has compulsory power to acquire the whent
and dispose of it how and where it likes. Tt
has that total power.

Hon. E. Nulsen:
ports.

It has control of cx-
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Mr. REYNOLDS: Quite right! I knew
that tac hon. member would interject with
words of wisdom. Here is another extract—

‘The State Marketing Aet was drafted on
the report of o Royal Commission of which
I was chairman,?’ said My, Teasdale. ‘It was
appointed by a Labour Government and heavily
financed when a change of Government togk
place.

The report goes on—

Mr, Teasdale said there was no political
pressure. He said the Ministerial power was
a veto, but o specific veto, not a general ome,

Of eourse it was a speeinl one! It was
total; it was comprehensive;'it was devas-
tating; it was cverything. There is no doubt
about that.

The Stite Act was not based on public
ownership but full powers of grower control.
How ecould there be full power of grower
control? Had not the Minister the power
to elect three growers? So bow could there
be grower control? If the Minister did not
like Bill Smith or Keith Jones or someone
else who did not do his bidding, he could
kick hnu out. I do not snggest that he
wounld do that, but he could. The report
goes oh—

Interjection: There is ministerial veto in
every clanse in the Act,

Mr. Teasdaie: There is no such thing.
Inierjection: There is. I have the Act.
Mr. Teasdale did not answer.

Of course he did not want to answer! He
went on to the question of stock feed again,
The member of Irwin-Moore snid—as g maf-
ter of fact I have it in black and white—that
he was in favour of the Commonwealth
schemme, DBut at York he said he was in
favour of State marketing. I wil] come 1o
that later. Tt is a matter of time. There
is plenty of time between now and midnight
and I am still feeling fresh! Mr. Teasdale
did not answer, but he said that Mr, Pollard
had acted shabbily, Fancy a Federal Minis-
ter ucting shabbily ! I think Mr, Pollard has
acted very generously and wisely. Wheat-
growers of the Aunstralian Wheatgrowers’
Fedoration thought so highly of him that
they sent him congratulatory messages.
That is what they thought of Mr. Pollard.
But Mr, Teasdale, who wants to get econtrol
over wheat, naturally thinks Mr, Pollard
acted shabbily because he would not let him
have that eonirol.  There are “perks” in
wheat. You can operate in futures if you
have control of wheat. There is nothing to
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prevent you from doing so. When it turns
out & bad proposition you ean put it back,
but when it is profitable you can pluck the
plams, I would not suggest—oh, no!—that
Jobn 8, Teasdale has made great wealth
through adopting those tactics. I know he
13 an honourable man.

The Minister of Lands: Yon do not
speak as though you mean that,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. REYNOLDS: The Minister is speak-
ing s though he means it! The report of
Mr. Teasdale’s remarks continnes—

The reason I advocate a State pool is because

it gives growers greater control than under
the Commonwealth plan,

.

I have blasted that from point to point,
but ] missed one or two points. When |
referred to the member for Irwin-Moore
I was dragged off the track by the Minister
for Lands who ecaughet me napping. This is
a vital matter, The member for lrwin-
Moore said he was opposed to the Aus-
tralian wheat scheme on two scores. One
was that of stock feed. ILe said that the
stock feeders of this State should pay more
than 6s. 3d. a bushel. T asked the Minister
for Lands who caught me napping. This is
about this matter, and of course he told me
fo give notice of them. However, I did
not worry to do so, because it was ob-
vious he was trving to sidestep the 1issue.
The point in regard to stock feed—and 1
would be pleased if the Premicr would listen
to this beeause it is vitally important—is
that India yearly purchased from Australia
30,000,000 bushels of wheat either as wheat
or as flour,

These wise men are establishing a scheme
of self-sufficieney and, according to advice
that T have received, by 1951 they will not
be buying one bushel from Australia, assum-
ing that erops reach average expectations,
They are out after self-sufficicney. What will
happen if we lose that valuable market?
That is the market that the member for
Trwin-Moore wanted to exploit—the market
consisting of those millions of upturned
faces pleading ‘‘Give us this day our daily
bread.”’ What will happen if we lose that
market? This is a vital matter. You, Sir,
have noticed as well as I, that the British
Overseas Corporation, with a capital of
£30,000,000, is undertaking the production
of grain sorghum in Queensiand. At War-
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wick in Queensland they have planted
30,000 acres and on the Atherton Tableland
and other selected places, by the winter of
next year they hope to plant 300,000 acres,
It is estimated that within four years
40,000 million bushels of grain sorghum will
be produced and that it will be possible to
supply—I am sorry the member for Irwin-
Moore has gone—the stock requirements of
Australia by 1952,

What is going to happen if we ungener-
ously exploit the stock feeders? Do mem-
bers think they will give the wheatgrowers
consideration, or will they say, ‘‘Ieep your
wheat, we will buy grain sorghum and feed
that to our stoek’? That is a very vital
factor and I hope that somehow or other
I will be able to make that very valuable
information available to the wheatgrowers
of Western Australia. There are some little
tit-hits here that I have not dealt with.
Where iz the member for Beverley? ILast
vear when I made a slatement ahout the
Conunonwealth Bank and the financing of
wheat, he said that I was lalking rot.

[The Speai:er resumed the Chair.]

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Yes.

Mr. REYNOLDS: Very definitely. This
has come into my hands—

Mr, Johnston (Dowerin): We have heard
much eriticism of the Commonwealth pool and
much more praise of State pools, especially in
respect to the Ministerial power. T ask Mr.
Teasdale—are we going to get a guaranteed
price?

Mr. Tensdale: NWe, there will be no guaran-

teed price and without an international agree.
mgnt there cannot be any guarantee of cxport
price.
The member for Irwin-Moore said he was
opposed to an international wheat agree-
ment. Had Australia not signed the LW.A,
—that is not the Independent Workers of
Australia, hut the International Wheat
Agreement—this counrry would have been
foreed to align herself with Russia and
Argentina. They are the two harter coun-
tries and they have Communistic ideologies.
What a wonderful opportunity it would
then have been for the member for Irwin-
Moore to say, ‘‘There you are, thiz great
socialist Government, instend of signing the
International Wheat Agreement, has gone
over and signed it with Communists.”
What a joke that would have been!
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Hon., J. B. Sleeman: What hags that to
do with the member for Beverley?

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am coming to that.
This report continues—

Mr. Wood: Mr. Braine and myself ap-
proached one of the largest finanecinl institu.
tions in England,

Interjection: The one that financed the
pool after the Jast warl

Mr. Wood: We said that we wanted
£20million. The banker said that that would
be ensy, We approached the State bank and
© it stated that it could guarantee five million,
but over that the Commonwealth Bank would
have to come into the picture. X prefer the
FEnglish source,

I imagine the State bank referred to there
is the Rural and Industries Bank. Now,
Just faney an Australian preferring an
English bank and English finance to an Aus-
tralian bank! Prior to the war we had
in the nine Associated Banks in Australia
and the Commonwealth Bank £650,000,000
of purchasing power.  According to the
latest publieation of the Commonwealth
Bank, we now have nearly £1,600,000,000
of purchasing power. Why cannoet we use
our own money? Was there ever any neces-
sity to get it from England? Never! That
i+ the position. They wanted to get the
money from England with those millions
and millions of pounds here. T know men
who want to lend money but the hanks will
not give them more than 1 per cent. interest,
I know one hotelkeeper at Narrogin who
had ten thousand golden googlies in the
hank and the bank manager said he was
sarry but he would have to reduce the in-
terest. He conld only give him 1 per eent,
The report continues—

Mr, Teasdale jumped to his feet and said,
““That is so, Mr, Wood. I would like to ex
plain furtlier. After the last war, bills for
our wheat were backed by a syndicate of
bLankers at never more than 1 per cent. ugher
than overdraft interest rates. The finanea was
rnised by pledging wheat by a form of mort-
gage as an assipnment of documents, These
hills were sold on the exechange.’?

There is definite proof of the statement 1
made last year from this very seat, that
money was raised oversea. It is admitted
that a syndicate of banks subsecribed the
money. I said at that time that the money
was paid into the Commonwealth Bank and
when that bank wanted to transfer it to
one source it was told it had to send it in
five different parcels. The reason for that
has been explained here. It was because it

325

conecerned o syndicate of bankers. As Mr.
Teasdale said, it is never more than 1 per
¢ent. higher than overdraft. Why should
the farmers be exploited to ihe extent of
that 1 per ecent.? That is something the
wheatgrowers of Western Australia should
remember, I think jn 1923 they were charged
1 per cent, more than overdraft rates. The
finance was raised by pledging wheat by
a form of mortgage as an assignment of
documents. The bills were sold on the ex-
change.

T eould say a little more about these bills
but 1 just won’t blow the gaff, The facts
were that at an accounts office I saw a
bundle of promissory notes of £200 each,
bearing interest at 10 per eent. I was in-
formed that they had been endorsed by Wes-
tralian Farmers, franked by one of the
insurance companies, and the money to pro-
vide fov the disecounting of the promissory
notes was heing found by the directors of
Westralian Farmers. If any member likes
to inferject, I will, on some other occasion,
cxplain that,

The Minister for Lands: What is that in
econncetion with?

Mr. REYNOLDS: Ask them down there
and they will give the Minister the informa-
tion. The report continues—

My, Sadler, Goomalling: ““Mr, Wood, d3 yon
think it is any more possible for the States
to agree on a eontral celling organisation
and a guaranteed price fixing, when they enn
agree on the present AW.F. 15-point plani’’

Mr, Wood: ‘*Yes, more chance.’?

Just faney—six States with six  different
selling organisations! _ ‘How could we get
agreement?  Members know perfectly well
that if a man has five or six sons and he
dies, and there 15 some slip-up in the will,
the sons invariably come to blows over the
spoils. If we cannot get five or six brothers
to agree, how can we expect five or six
States, with different problems and eeonomie
set-nps, to agree? The report goes on—
Mr. Wood: Yes, wmore chance. After the
last eonference I had a private conference with

State Ministers and I think we can reach an
agreement,

They think they can reach an agreement!
We could shoot holes through it. I quote
agair; from the report—

Mr. Maisey: Could Mr,
whether concessional sales
under State pool?

Wood tell us
would continue
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Mr. Wood: I am not prepared to answer

that question, buf concessional sales will he
made for flour.
We ecan see a knotty problem was put for-
ward. It so bappens that at York there
are some of the big men like Mr, Burges,
Mr. Boyle—

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The McLartys.

Mr, REYNOLDS: No, they do not live
up therc. Mr. Burges is one of the higgest
stockbreeders in the State. He buys about
4,000 or 5,000 bags of grain a vear. It would
be an invidious position if they forced the
price up.  The Minister did not want to
say, while he was at York, just what he had
in mind in regard to concessional sales, I
refer members again to the report—

Mr. Maisey: Do you think that the ques-
tion of concessional aales for flour would be
debated in the House?

Mr. Wood: I am caught on that. Would it!

Mr, Teasdale: Yes, it would.

Mr. Wgod: 1 am not against cheap wheat
for pig feed, but it should be subsidised.

Hon, J. B. Sleeman: That is where the
member for Beverley wounld come in.

Mr. REYNOLDS: Of course if it has to
be subsidised the money would have to come
out of the pockets of the taxpayers. To
proceed—

Mr. Marwick, Greenhills: If wheatgrowers

called upon the pig and poultry raisers for a
sacrifice, do you think they would do it?

Mr. Wood: Growers have not been given
a fair go, and I am going to ask Mr. Ackland
to add to this remark,

Mr. Ackland: T wanted to aspeak to the
motion later on. I wanted to speak to a
motion which will be presented later on in the
meeting,

Interjection: What do yeu know about a
motion?

Mr. Ackland: I am reluctant to release these
figures, as I want to use them later on to sup-
pert State marketing.

And yet in this very House the member
for Irwin-Moore definitely made a state-
ment that he believed in Federal marketing.

The Minister for Lands:
to Jaugh about, anyhow.

Mr, REYNOLDS: No, it is a very serious
matter,

The Minister for Lands:
you not treat it seriously?

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am very seriously
concerned about it, becaunse it is such a

It is nothing

Then why do
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foolish thing for a member to state on the
floor of the House that he is in favour of
Federal marketing and yet at a meeting at
York he states that he supporis Siate
marketing. He said—

The Minister for Edueation: I think you
had beiter read the hon. member's speech
a little more carefnlly,

Mr. REYNOLDS: I have read it very
carefully.

The Minister for Educaiion: Try again,
and you will find something in it that you
have missed,

Mr. REYNOLDS: The hon. member went
on to talk about the flonr tax, and he men-
tioned that when the drought oceurred in
New South Wales money was paid from the
flour tax funds to dairymen, hut when West
Aunstralia asked for relief it was turned
down. He stressed the point that flourmilters
should be able to purchase wheat at home
consumption priee or even lower; he was
even prepared to give the flourmillers wheat
at this lower price. On the other hand, he
was prepared to ask the pig and poultry
feeders to pay a higher price,

The notes econtinue—

Mr. 8adler, Goomalling: Was not the Federal
Government pledged for Western Australia’s
share?

Mr. Ackland: I do not know about that.

Of eourse that was a knotty problem and
he would not know aaythine about it. The
notes are most interesting and Mr. John-
ston of Nungarin had this to say—

I do not think that this meeting shouid offer
any opinion or request Mr. Wood to act one
way or the other, as it is not a representative
meeting of wheatgrowers. I represent 70 wheat
members at my braneh and all of them, with
two exceptions, are strongly in favour of Com-
monwealth marketing and stabilisation. T am
merely a delegate and have one vote, wherens
if this wnas democratic I would have seven
votes. Further, this meeting in York which is
not predominantly a wheatgrowing district
eannot be a true opinion. Mr. Wood and Mr.
Teasdale should come to a wheatgrowing dis-
trict if they want to hear wheatgrowers?
opinions.

I have shown tonight that at Nungarin
wheatgrowers overwhelmingly  supported
the 15-point plan. Mr, Albert, of Green-
hills, was against any form of Common-
wrenlth stabilisation or marketing anl said
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il was a critical deception. ‘The notes
continne—
Mr. Sadler, Goomalling: Moved as an

amendwment that Mr. Wood should adhere to
the policy of the Australian Wheatgrowers’
Asgociation at the forthcoming conference at
Canberra.

Mr. Ackland jumped to his feet and said that
it was ridiculous to ask Mr. Wood to ba tied
down to such a request. He attacked Mr.
Cullen of the Wheat Stabilisation Board in
Vietoria for spreading publicity on behalf of
the Commonwealth plan,

As only a propaganda agent of Mr, Pollurd,
soid Mr. Cullen.

Myr. Maisey supported Mr. Sadler’s amend-
ment and warned Mr. Wood that he would not
be in his shoes—

I would like the Premier io take note of
this—

—if in the future the State Marketing A«t
“threw growera back on the open markets.
That is the point about which I am con-
cerned. Just imagine if the wheatgrowers
were to be thrown baek to the wolves on the
open market, and conditions such as existed
from 1929 to 1939 were to come about once
again. 1 consider that ¥ have given a fair
exposition of the wheat position.

Hon, J. B. Sleeman: What about the
member for Beverley?

Mr. REYNOLDS: I ¢hink that I will
leave {he hon. member alone. However, T
feel convineed that the wheatgrowers of
this State are going to vote whole-heartedly
in favonr of the Australian Wheatgrowers’
Federation scheme. 5

The Minister for Education: What Mr.
Pollard suggests is not the wheat federa-

tion at all; it is something quite different. ‘

Mr. REYNOLDS: What is it?

The Minister for Eduneation: It is some-
thing different. Work it ouf for yourself.

The Minister for Lands: That is the
point. The hon. member should know.

Mr. REYNOLDS: Had the Minister for
Education been in the Chamber earlier, I
would have convinced him.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is impossible,
Mr. REYNOLDS: In conclusion, 1 trust

that I have not bored the House but I have -

endeavoured—

Hon. A. H. Panton: You have done n
very good job.

The Minister for Lands: You have
thrilled us.
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Mr. REYNOLDS: The faets and figures
I have given will stand up to any inveoti-
gation because my information has been
extracted from authoritative statements
and the statistical figures are irrefutable.

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate

adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.48 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL.
(a) As to Patients and Intermediate Beds.

Hon. C, ¥. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary :

(1) How many patients are located in
the new Royal PPerth Hospital9

{2) When will the intermediate beds in
the new Royal Perth Hospita! be available
to patients?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) 189,

{2) Date of opening is governed by avail-
ability of nursing staff. - This kas been
affected seriously by the poliomyelitis epi-
deme. Hvery effort will be made to open
these wards at the earliest date.

(b} As to Estimated and Actual Costa,
Hoan. A. THOMSON asked the Chief See-

_tetary:

(1) What was the estimated cost of the
first seetion of the Royal Perth Hoepital ¥

(2) What was the actnal eostt



