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Debate Resumed.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member may
proceed.

Hon. A. L. LOT ON: Another matter
about which I would like to speak and which
I think concerns every member of this
Chamber, and perhaps everyone in the
State, is the supply of superphosphate to
rural areas. During the last two seasons,
Nature has been very kind to us in the
matter of rainfall and we have not had
an early season, which would have brought
about a complete hold-up of super supplies.
The railways are deteriorating in their
capacity to haul super. On the other hand
there will be a keen demand for the super
that is going to be available.

As a matter of fact, I expect that be-
tween 370,0U0 tons and 380,000 tons will be
required in the rural areas; and since rail-
way rollingstoek has deteriorated, I am
wondering what will be the position if the
season breaks early-and we are just about
due for an early break, probably about
April. We might be placed in a very pecu-
liar position with regard to supplies. Dur-
ig the lust two years road transport has

been helpful to a considerable degree, but
that cannot continue for all time because
of the condition of the roads-particularly
between Perth and York-which have been
cut about by heavy motor transport. When
such transport get:,- on to the gravel roads,

the conditions are even worse. I know that
apoposal has been made that the delivery

of-uper shall be spread over a longer
period this year. I think all farmers arc
supposedl to lodge their orders some time
in the current mnonth, about the 23rd or the
251h August.

* The Honorary Mlinidter: The 31st August.

lIon- A. L. ILOTON: Then allocations
* will he inidt on ni pi'retage basis. Farmers

with a hbitc delixvrv last year will have to
take 7.1 ;per cei. of their delivery before
Chirk~ti'uis. I think that is the proposal.
Time iq passing and up to date very little
pulblivity has been given to the desire of
the (Government to have that super ordered
early. I ani afraid that a worse condition
will prevail next year than has obtained in
the last two years. We do not want that
to occur. and T think that publicity should
be given to the matter. The super ulanu-
faeturers should be approached to ensure
that immediate delivery will be given and

steps should be taken to see that when
trucks go out to the country areas, they
are unloaded at once and returned to the
works.

The Honorary Minister: That 4epends.
on the farmers.

Hon, A, L. LOTON: Yes, to a great
degree; but last year a lot of trucks lay in
small, unattended sidings for a week at
a time. It was not possible to bring back
loads of coal, and trucks were left behind
in a few cases for a week. That must not
he allowed to recur. Another urgent miat-
ter is one about which Dr. Hislop gave us
such a tine address. I refer to the position
of country hospitals. His idea of securing
trainee nurses at an earlier age is a very
worthy one; and if that could be achieved,
the shortage of nurses would he overcome
in a very short time. It has been unfortu-
nate that girls, before they could start
their training as nurses, have taken on, as
a relief measure, some other occupation;
whe-n the timie for their entering hospitals
for training has come, they have decided to
remain where they -were. Dr. Hislop's pro-
posal should overcome that. I have pleasure
in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. H. Hearn, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 7.37 p.m.

Tuesday, 10th August, 1948.
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QUESTIONS.

WHEAT.

As to Government Subsidy for Cartage, etc.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) By how much has the Government
subsidised truck owners for cartage of
wheat from couatry centres to Fremnantle,
and/or other ports since Mlarch, 1947?

(2) What would have been the railway
freight received from that amount of wheat
carted?9

(3) How maay gallons of petrol were
issued to the subsidised carters for this
purpose?

(4) What tonnage of wheat was carted
by road?

(5) What tonnage of wheat was hauled
by railways from the various centres during
this period of subsidised wheat cartage?

(6) What tonnage of coal would have
been required to haul all the wheat carted
by road and by rail?

(7) What quantity of coal was required
to haul the wheat handled by railways,ur-
ing this period?

(8) When did the wheat subsidy end?

The MINISTER replied:
I am not replying to questions (3), (6),

(7) and (8), as Nos, (3) and (8) concern
transport and Nos. (6) and (7) railways.
I have accordingly referred these questions
to the Minister for Railways, who will
reply at a later date. The other answers
arc :

(1) Wheat cartage duriag the 1947-48
s.ea-oa was suhsidised by the Commonwealth
flovernment, which, no doubt, could supply
the information required.

(2) £140,000.
(4) 216,773 tons 0 cwt.
(5) 364,731 tons.

SERVICEMEN'S. LAND
SETTLEMENT.

(a) As, to Properties Offered and
Purchased.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) How many properties were offered
to Land Settlement Purchase Board prior
to 1st April, 19479

(2) Of these farm;, how many were-
(a) purchased prior to April, 1947;
(1b) purchased from April, 1947, to

March1 1948;
(e) purchased amne March, 19481

(3) Row many properties have beent
offered for sale sine the 1st April, 1947?

(4) Of these, how many have been
inspected and purchased?9

(5) How many-
(a) sheep end wheat farms,
(b) dairy farms

were allocated prior to April, 1947, and bow
many of each since that date 9

(6) How many have been passed as suit-
able for-

(a) sheep and wheat farms;
(b) dairy and/or orchard farms;
(e) eitherl

(7) When. does be anticipate having all
these men settled on the land?

(8', What steps is he taking to have that
large area (approximately 60,000 acres)
held -by Worsicy Timber Co. (Amalgamated
Collieries Ltd.), between Brunswick and
Collie, surveyed and inspected with a view
to soldier se-ttlement, as I suggested early
this year? 1

(9) Has anything been done on the
above lines about the large areas north of
Collie and known as the Salvation Army
land ?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 1,374.
(2) (a) 65.

(b) 88.
(c) 38.

(0)
(4)
(5)

April,

496.
34.
Prior to April, 1947-Nil:,

1947-(a) 131, (b) 70.
Since

(0) (a) 1.138.
(b) 265.
(c) 57.

(7) Rapidity of settlement is depen dent
on equipment, material supply, and labour
cond(itions.

(9) None at present.

(9) This property is unsuitable for pur-
chase at present for War Service Land
Settlement owing to the large proportion of
undeveloped land.
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(b)9 As to Caretakers for Properties.

Hon. A. H. PANTON asked the Minister
fur Lands:

Are the proposed caretakers for the pro-
perties last allocated to he the returned
soldiers to whom the farms are allotted?

The MINIS TERl replied:
Yes.

RAILWAYS.

(a) As to Engines Con strueted and in
Traffie.

Mr. MARS1HALL asked the Minister for
Railways:

01) What was the number of engines con-
struced at the Midlund Junction Work-
shops for the year ended the 30th June,
19391

(2) What was the total number of engines
con-trueted at the 'Midland Junction Work-
,hops, excluding A.S.Q. engines, for the
vears ended the 30th June, 1945, 1046, 1947,

149 148, restlectively?

(3) What was the total number of engines
of all types in tratlic for the years ended
thi' 30th June, 1945, 1046, 1947 and 1948,
rcsilerlively !

(4) What was the total number of A.S.G.
engines in traffic for the years ended the
:10th June, 1945, 1946, 1947 and 1948,
rv-spet-tivcly ?

(5) What was the number of A.S.G. en-
"int-s actually in traffic as at thie 30th June
of ve year since the introduction of the
A.S.CT. engine into the Western Australian
.syst em ?

(6) What has been the total cost of re-
conditioning A.S.G. engines in accordance
with the Royal Commissioner's iromen-
dation lip to date, and is the Commonwealth
Giovernment to bear the amount?

(7) Has an A.S.Q. engine been recondi-
tioned in accordance with the second phase
of the Royal Commissioner's recommendai-
tion so far as the under-carriage and front
'hogip are concerned? If not, is it proposed
to do so, and when?*

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Seven (7).
(21 1 9 45 -two (2); 1946-twelve (12);

104?-six (6); 1948-five (5).

(3) 1945-301; 1946--29.3; 1947-30)6;
1918--293.

(4) 1945--19; 1946-9; 1047-5; 1948-
10.

(5) (First A.S.G. puit into serviet,
22/11/1943). 194145; 1945-19; 1046-
9; 1947-5; 1948-161.

(6) (a) £68,396. (b) Yes.

(7) (a) No. (b) and (c). In the opinion
of the A.S.O. Industrial Board the engines.
are satisfactory without the second phase
modifications.

(b) As to Late Running on Collie lies-, etc.

Mr. M1AY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:-

(1) Is he aware that owing to the lalte
arrival of goods trains into Collie, perish-
able goods are not available for delivery for
a considerable time after the train is due
in Collie?

(2) That perishable goods which should
arrive in Collie in time for sale on Saturday
mornings are not received into the shops
before closing time, thus resulting in con-
sidlerable loss to traders?

(3) Is he of opinion that these perish-
able goods could be connected with a fast
good,, train which leaves Arniadale ait
6.40 pm., arriving in Collie at 3.41 axi.,
thus allowing for the delivery of' the goods

a8.30 am. each morning!'
(4) Is he aware that the' loading of vege-

tables; js also unsatisfactory, inasmuch as oil
one occasion, the 29th July last, two flin.
iro~n pipes were placed on top of the vegv-
lables, and in addition, the. truck was in a
filthy condition, being covered with water,
coal dust and some srbstance resemiblin-z
pitch, thncs causing eonsiderable loss to eon-
signees ?

(5)) Will hie have an investigation madv
into these matters,, with a view to some all-
justment being effected?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Late running of the train recently.

owing to locomotive troublcs, has 'resulted in
late delivery of perishables at Collie.

(2) Yes.
(3) It is not practicable to do this every

day without disorganising- other services,
but arrangements are being made for tranit
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of Friday's perishables ex Perth to receive
transit by the train referred to so ats to
enable perishables to be available for deliv-
ery at 8 am. Saturdays at Collie.

(4) The incident referred to is being in-
vestigated.

(5) Answered by Nos. (3) and (4).

rOTASH.L
As to Commonwealth Aid for Chandler

Works.

M1r. LESLIE asked the 'Minister for
Industrial Development:

(1) Is it a fact that the establishment of
the potash extraction plant at Chandler was
initially undertaken by the State, under
great difficulty, during the war years, in
order to provide an essential war need?

(2) If so, has any approach been made
to the Commonwealth Government for
financial assistance to meet the heavy capital
costs of establishment incurred in the initial
experimental and developmental stages?

(3) What has been the result of such
approach, if any?

(4) If 110 approach has been made, why
notI

The MINISTER replied:
(1) First started by private enterprise,

but taken over by the State for the reason
stated in the question.

(2) Yes.
(3) At first rejected, but subsequently,

onl further representations, more inquiries
were made, and following favourable
reports by Commonwealth technical oficers,
the matter is still under consideration.

(4) Answered by No. (2).

GRASSHIOPPERS.

As, la Lond Plonrfliaq in North-EJastern
Districts.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Is it the intention of the Clovernment
to provide funds for the paymnent of plough-
i- of grasshopper-infested, or suspected
infesfed. areais in the North-Eastern did-
tricks, as has been provided in the past?

(2) if so, will he make early announce-
ment of this, and the conditions of pay-
mnert?

(3) if not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes. The sum of £10,000 has been

placed on the department's estimates for
the destruction of grasshoppers during the
present financial year.

(2) An announcement as to the condi-
tions was made early fn the year in pre-
paration for winter p1 ouhing, which is
being carried on at the present time and
will be effective until a date ending on the
19th August. Summer ploughinrg will be
effective if commenced in Novembcr, and an
announcement in regard to the conditions
appertaining to this - summer seasonal
ploughing will be made at a later date.

(3) Answered by (1).

FISH.
(a) As to Control of Price.

HTon. F, J. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Attorney General:

In eonnection with control of priets of
commodities that the State will shortly as-
sume,' is thle continuance of the control of
the price of fish contemplated whcn such
price arrangements are transferred to and
controlled by the State?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
Matters of price control are still under

discussion by the State M1iniaten4. A
further, meeting has been called for Aun-st
27th, when the matter will receive further
con si derat ion.

Mb As to Pos ition if Price nzot Cos truiled.
11on. I F. J. S. WISE (without notice)

askie] the Attornevy Genera]:
Pun-uant to the answer which tho At-

tornoy 'General hals just given, does he real-
ise the, serious difficulties likely to obtain if
the nieof fish is not controlled?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

I apprec-iate that careful von.,4luration
will have to be given to all uncontrolled
items, and fish will certainly receivi- such
consitik'rtion.

HIOUSINGT.
As to Permits end Rental Home.q for

Mrigrants.
Mr. GRAHAM (without notice) asked the

Minister for Housing:
(1) Are permits issued to migrants for

tile construction of houses, or are rental
hom-es allocated to them?
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(2) If so, under what conditions?
(3) Does the Minister believe it is fair, if

such is done, that these peopJe should re-
ceive prior favourable treatment to that
meted out to local people who, perhaps, have
been waiting for a considerable period?

The MINISTER replied:
The view of the Government has been that

migration to this State would not be desir-
able in any volume at present on account of
the housing situation, except in the ease of
nominated migrants for whom aceomamoda-
tion is undertaken by the nominators, As
far as I am aware, the number of houses
alloeak4d to migrants would be very few.
I think the Housing Commission is fully
appreciative of the fact that in general,
except in special circumstances, the claims
of thosec who live here and have for some
tune applied for houses, deserve prior con-
sidleration. Jf I can give the bon. member
any further information I will be glad to
do so. I will discuss the matter with the
commision.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

81 renitk Thn.

Debate resumed from the 5th August.

MR. SMITH (Browrn Hill-Ivanhoe)
[4.43]: 1 willingly support this compli-
mientary motion to His Excellency the
ticit-lovcrnur. In doing- so, I do not pro-
p)ose, to criticise unduly the Government
tot l:egrtting- expectations in the election
camipaign that out-ran its subsequent per-
formance. The Government's failure ma-
teriully to remnedy the position in regard to
housing, hospitals, schools, railways and
tramways; and materials supplies, notwith-
s;tanding that in its efforts to do so it has
incurred huge deficits and spent much time,
is not so deserving of censure as is tbe fact
that it fooled the electors at election time,
with the assistance or "'The W\est Austra-
lian," into the belief that it had a quick
cure for these deficiencies. I would not
condemn it to a very great extent even on
that score, because it seemns to me that the
art of the political business is to beget ex-
pectations which will out-run performance.

The electors of this State probably know
by now that they have been misled and that
if the inherent difficulties associated with
the social problems that so obviously arose

out of the war, could not readily be over-
comne by a Labour Government, no Liberal-
C.D.t. Government combination could do
any better. So it seems to me to be futile to
criticise the Government for failing to do
or to do better each or any of those things
which Labour itself admitted were difficult
and readily proclaimed that no other Gov-
ernment could do any better in connection
with them, and would probably, because of
less experience, do worse. The Glovernment
parties are to be excused to some extent, I
think, because of the fact that their sue.
cess was so unexpected.

I can quite imagine them at the election
period making extravagant promises to cec
other in connection with the co-operation
that would take place between them if they
were successful, and making extravagant
promises also to the electors because of the
fact that they felt their ultimate chances
of success at the election were so remote
that they could go to any lengths. for the
purpose of bringing about some miracle iu
connection with it. Ultimately we know a
miracle did happen. What seemed a remote
possibility actually occurred. The coma'tined
parties oppos;ite wVere then able to muster
sufficient forces to be able to propose be-
tweeD thein what, in similar circumstances
in Victoria, has been called a marriag of
inconvenience hut what I would call, in this
State, a mixed marriage. Since that time
thcy have been enjoying, or at least hav-
ing( a honeymoon on the Treasury bench.
Up) to this time, however, although they
have been in offie for 12 months, there
seems, to he no very fixed decision or ar-
rangement on their part as to what politi-
co[ faith the children they might bring forth
shall subscribe to.

M1r. Styants: I do not think they will
ever have any progeny.

Mr.. Marshall: They are barren, abso-
lutely.

'Mr. N MTTH: We do find that the prob-
lemus~ that have been raised in connection
with the little they have done or have tried
to do, in a political sense, since they have
been in office, have mostly been referred
to Royal Commissions for the purpose of
giving them some guidance, and some ex-
cuse to the representatives outside of their
respective political parties for the line of
action they have takan, The Liberal Party,
on the one hand, has probably taken a con-
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Ilicting course in connection with its policy,
and the Country and Democratic League,
on the other hand, has done the same, thus
representing a compromise of the two atti-
tudes.

The Lient.-Governor's Speech discloses
that Ministers firmly believe the Stated are
entitled to a far greater share of income tax
collections under the Uniform Tax Act, It
would he interesting to me to knowv on what
ground they base that contention and
whether their opinion would refer to this
State considered separately. I know there
has been some complaint on the part of some
of the States that they dlid not get a fair
deal under the Uniform Tax Reimnbursement
Act beccause their taxation rates were so
low during the base years of 1939-40 and
1940-41, but I do not think that this State
(an put upl that plea. I do see in -the Licut.-
(iovnrnor's Speech that the word "States"
is used] in the plural, and evidently there is
sonic kind of agreement betwveen the States
to act collectively on this matter and use the
argument that might apply between States
in the interests of all the States. But is it
not true that the Grants Commission reduced
the grant last year by the amount of the
increase in the uniform taxation reimburse-
mnent that took place last year? So what
would be the use of getting an increase in
the uniform tax reimbursement if it is go-
ing to lhe taken from some of the other funds
that come by way of largesse from the Core-
monwealth Government?

State Governments right throughout the
Commonwealth, not only this State, seem to
be pressing for more and more funds to
spend, but which they themselves did not
have to raise. Nothing would suit the States
helter than to be spending money that some
other Government had to raise through the
inedimix of taxation, bearing all the odium
mnd criticism that arise out of taxation pro-
posals and impositions irrespecctive of their
rates, whether they are high or low. Experi-
ence teaches us that taxation impositions
are a target for abuse no mnatter what their
rate is, and so long as State Governments
can obtain funds from some other Govern-
ment that has to bear the odium of raising
that taxation they can be assured of being-
in a good position; in fact, a very comfort-,
able position. It is a very good principle
in government that one Government should
not raise the money that another Govern-
ment has to spend.

Nothing, in my opinion, leads to corrup-
tion in Government more readily than a
.systemn under which some Governments draw
huge portions of their funds from moneys
that atre raised by other Governments
through the medium of taxation in various
forms. In any case, I think that this State
is doing remarkably well in respect of the
refunds from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment thiat are received tinder various Core-
nionwenith Acts, seeing that 'nearly 40 per
cent, of the revenue in 1946-47, came from
the Commonwealth Government in that year
and the amount will probably be the same
this year and perhaps more. I can quite
understand the Treasurer. It is natural for
him to hope for more funds and be worry-
ing about the inevitable deficit, but he is
worried about the deficit because he is train-
ed in that way. We are trained that good
,toverrnnent rests on surpluses and that with-
out producing a balanced Budget we have
not good government. If we have not good
government in those circumstances wye have
not had much good government in the State
of Western Australia during its first 46
years of auteorony, because in those years
only on eleven occasions have we had sur-
pluses.

No doubt the deficits have not been the
outcome of unproductive debt created -by
previous deficits, but the outcome of unwise
loan expenditure in this State; loan expendi-
ture on land settlcment, upon railways in
which there was no immediate hope of'
them ever paying, and in many other dire-
tions; loan money spent on public utilities
that were profitable, that were anl important
factor- in raising the value of land both in
the city and in the country, and no attempt
onl the part of Governments being made
to recover any of the monley they spent by
way of loan onl those public utilities to gen-
erate that increased land value. In many
instances, no attempt on the part of Gov-
-ernmcnts has been mnude in the pastf-as, the
Royal Commissioner on Railways pointed
out-to recover money's from any of the in-
dustries that were able to use those railways
and made huge profits as a result.

No attempt was made to recover any
money which might have paid the interest
on the loans that might have been devoted
to such railways. So, I think, when one
looks back, one finds that those States which
incurred deficits in the war years and just
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prior to the war are far better off in regard
to the physical assets of the State than those
who were boasting of their surpluses during
that period. So far as Budgets were eon-
cerned this State might have had a good
record during the war though it had a very
poor one so far as its physical assets andI the maintenance of such assets were con-
cerned. Of course, I k-now it will be said
that in this connection a strong appeal was
made by the Prime Minister of the day to
all the States to endeavour to balance their

bdgets, so that as much money as possible
could be directed to the successful prosecu-
tion of the war. But what do we find today
in connection with the States which did not
pay, or attempt to obey that exhortation?

* No one is condemning them foe their dis-
loyalty at this juncture, but praising- them
for the high value of the physical assets of

* those States which were maintained by in-
earring deficits, while in this State CGovern-
nients of the past are condemned who obeyed
the Prime Minister's appeal because the
physical assets were neg-lected in conse-
quence, and are in a parlous position today.
Ia my opinion a good Govern ment is one
that knows when it is expedient to incur a
deficit, for a deficit could conceivahly he less
of an unproductive debt than is commonly
supposed. On the question of reimburse-
ments from the Commonwealth, it seems to
be inconsistent on the part of present
Ministers, to be constantly seizing every
possible opportunity to complain that taxa-
tion in the Federal sphere is too high and
that it should he reduced in the interests of
production, while at the same time appeal-
ing to and advocating- that the Common-
wealth should give the States a greater pro-
portion (if the funds under the Uniform

* Tax Ileinbursenient Act.

Recently a refe~rendum 'was held on the
question of price control anti the people- of
Australia, by a large majority, declared

* that they did not want much of it and
that what little they dlid want should be
under the jurisdiction of the State Glovern-
nients. Myv belief is that the people were
misled in that connection and also in con-
nection with what the States could do in
the matter, hut iii politics the act of being
misled is something that the electors them-
selves must avoid. Their position is like
that of a buyer at an auction sale who pur-
chases. a pot with a hole in it and loses all
remedy at the fall of the hammer. Not

only are those who misled the people on
the referendum deserving of censure, but
the people themselves, who in such a per-
sonal matter, mn an issue which was so
simple, are also deserving of censure for
having been misled by the widespread
propaganda of -opponents of retention of
price control by the Commonwealth and the
huge sums of mioney spent for that purpose.

The Speech informs us that the State
Government has accepted the responsibility
for the control of prices and land sales in
Western Australia. That is a very brave
attitude, seeing how slight is the assurance
that the elected Government of the State
can give about accepting responsibility for
anything. Ministers recognise, we are told,
that price control is essential, I am glad
that Ministers recognise this. Members of
both Houses are informed by the Speech
that they 'will be asked to give urgent con-
sideration to such measures as may be
necessary to enable the Government to
carry out its obligations. One of the
measures that may he necessary to en-
able the (Government to carry out its
obligations is the abolition of the Legis-
lative Council, and I am afraid the sincerity
of the Government doe.. not go so far as
that. Nor -will it go as far as making an
attempt to abolish the Council. However,
it may be necessary for the Government to
make that attempt and make it successfully
before its assurance that it will accept
resp~onsib~ility for price control can be
readily believed by the people.

Ta September, I understand, the Premiers
of the seve-ral States and, I presume,
Ministers associated with I riee-hixing-, will
meet to discuss price control with a view
to uniform action being taken by the States.
This. gathering of what I think I may
rightly describe a., wooden laths buat which
will he painted by the Pressc to look like
iron, will sit in solemn conclave and go
through a long list that I understandt has
alreadyv been viewed and reviewed by some
Spe'cial committkc, so that it will be an
expurgated list that the conjference will
considler. I can foresee a great nmiiit of
pretence and] ostentation surrounding this
meeting, and doubtliss motions will he
tabled and resolutions will be passed, and
possibly hut not probably sonic agreement
will be reached as to what commodities
should he the subject of price control and
how it should be affected both in respect
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to goods manufactured and sold in the one
State and goods manufactured in one State
and sold in another.

Prom day to day we can expect to read
in the Press reports of these proceedings,
and all the time the people who will have
the final say as to what commodities shall
be controlled and in what way they shall
be controlled will neither be in attendance
nor represented at the conference. I refer,
of course, to members of the Legislative
Council. That is the body that will have the
final say on price control under State legis-
lation. Already the Legislative Council in
South Australia has given a lead in this
matter to sinilar Chambers in the other
States. Already it has amended the price-
fixing Bill so thati instead of the Govern-
ment's having control of the commodities
and to their being subject to price-fixing
by proclamation, as the Government desires,
the Legislative Council will exercise control
on account of having the commodities de-
clared by regulation. Just as the Legislative
Council in South Australia, by thus amend-
ing the Bill, has taken the business of price
control out of the hands of the Government,
so could the Legislative Council i 'n this
State take the business of price control out
of the hands of this Government.

This is the first blow by Legislative Coun-
oils throughout Australia for control in this
direction. The Premiers and their Ministers
can meet and discuss the issues and make
all sorts of penultimate decisions, but the
ultimate decisions will rest with the Legis-
lative Councils.

The Attorney General: I do not think

you are quite correct in your statement-

Mr. S-31 ITIL: I am correct in my state-
ment of the position in South Australia.

The Attorney General: I do not think
you arc.

Mr. SMITH: I was there recently and
disei~sed it on the spot.

The Attorney General: I think you have
made a mistake. I

Mr. SMITH; I do not think so. "The
Advertiser" published a leading article on
the subject and that newspaper was not iu
fayour of the Legislative Council's attitude.

In Victoria recently the Lieut.-Governor.
Sir Edmund Herring, addressing the re-

turned soldiers at their annual conference,
said that would-be tyrants through Power

were 'threatening Australia's democratic
structure. He did not say who those people
were, but there can be little doubt that he
was referring to members of the Legislative
Council in Victoria and also in Tasmania,
because the members of those Chambers are
the only persons who through power have
recently threatened what is usually referred
to as ALustraliia's democratic structure.

W~\here is this democratic structure of
which we so proudly boast? What kind of
democratic structure is it, where the Legis-
lative Council elected by the wealthy sec-
tions of the community andi some of their
snobbish satellites-a section that repre-
sents 50 per cent, of one-third of the adult
population-is able to build up Chain-
hers that can, by subversive tactics, under-
minje and throw out properly constitutedl
Governments elected democratically on an
adult franchise'

Until we can do away with this system
that builds up a Legislative Council to be
a curi to democratic government, it is of
no use! anybody, not even Sir Edmund Her-
ring, talking about the democratic structure,
because we have not got a properly consti-
tuted democratic structure in the Common-
wealth. We have not a form of government,
taking it by and large and all over, that is
dlemocratic. We have one that is definitely
not democratic, a condition of dividedi
authority on the one hand and on the other
a number of Governments in the several
States that have behind them Legislative
Councils impeding, the progress of the
people generally.

In the Speech we are told that increased
prodaction is essential to the restoration of
economic equilibrium. I am sure that the
Premier and the Ministers of this Govern-
ment-and probably members on that side
of the House, too-felt that they were on
safe ground( there in the assertion that in-
creased p~roduction is essential to economic
equilibrium. I cnn remember that when I
was a kid the most popular panacea for all
economic ills was, "Produce, produce, pro-
duce."

The Premier: That is what the Prime
Minister is advocating.

M~r. SMITH: Never mind what the
Prime Minister is advocating! I am mak-
ing this speech, not the Prime Minister.
What I am saying is that right down
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through the Years, as long as 1 canl rememn-
ber, the most popular panacea for our econ-
omic ills has been, "Produce, produce, pro-
duce." And where did it get us onl many
occasionsI

Mr. Fox: Out of a job, very of ten.

Mr. SMITH: What is economic equili-
brium, anyhow! Is it the day when every-
one will have a home to live in? If it is,
how long is it since we have had economic
equilibrium ? Before the last war, two mem-
hers of the Victorian Civil Service who gave
a great deal of study to the subject and
undertook a great amount of research, pub-
lished a hook in connection with housing in
Australia, in which they estimated that there
was a shortage of 250,000 houses at that
-stage, not including those that would have to
he built in order to clear the suburbs, of
Melbourne of tile disgraceful slums that
existed and that exist there to this day.
IDid we have economic equilibrium during
the depre".ion, when there was so inm-b1

1,roiltiin Ibid foodstuffs. were wilfully
destroyed ? IDid production then bring
forth economic equilibrium, Iwould ask
the Premier, Ministers and hon. members
on that side of the House-7

This, economnic equilibrium is just an ear-
tirkling phrase,, like economic stability;
they are in the sante category. Butt thmere is;
no snevb thing as ecnom~fic stability. As my
authority I (qlate Profes ;or Copland, to
whom members on that side of the House
are often fond of referring, He Pointed
out, in one of his reports to the Develop-
mieut and 'Migration Coummission, that there
svai Yn~ -nvh thingm v, pennomic stability, and1

in that re-port, tot,, he diselosed that we hill
h:,d r4Nesions, in this country in tunes of
bumper liarrestN; and revivals, in times of
rlrnughit. lBnt when we thtink of this qlues-
tioit of rodi-ition re-tif 'vini-r our ('OfOIl"~i

ill,. have we not (in] v *iot to think oif aipples
aind fishi in tlh . State to ;(ee that what I
have said is an obvious proposition!

1Econo' i v er jil ibrinin is not dependent
entirely on inecsed. production, although
iicreasled production may he a concomitant
of more favourable times;. Prosperity ac-
tually depends. not on the abrundance of
goods in existence; not on the abundance
of the counters used to effect exchanges;
but on the abundance of goods that are ex-
changed. It depends not on the fact that

they are stored in cold storage, as fish are,
or lie rotting on the ground1 as the apples
do, or are being burnt and destroyed as pota-
toes are in America; but on the abundance
of goods exchanged: That is on what pros-
perity depends. When people on that side
of the House or elsewhere talk to me about
increased production being a panacea for
rising costs, all I have to ask them is,
"What is happening in the United States of
Anmerica?'" I have here a cutting from the
"K~algoorlie Miner'' of the 2nd August,
IM4, which consists of a cable froalL New
York dated the 1st August. It says-

American bricklayers ore earning £1. an
hour, But the soaring cost of living is rob-
bing high wages of their value.

President Trumani's Council of Economic
Advisers, in a report today, poihts out that
''I te weight of the high cost of living is bear-
ing down on millions of families belonging to
the white cellar class.''

It says: ''Thrift is becoming a lost virtue.
The problem is to make ends meet."

The only classes to -benefit from inflation
have been the new crop of wheat amilliunaires
and industrial millionaires.

Industrial workers are earanig conmpara-
tively fabulous sums, but as prices soar they
are realisinmg lion' illusory high wages can he,
the report nays.

Greater production is nO Solution as Output
has reached its pea-k capacity.

Housing is a problem.
There is simply no new housing available

at tile prices most Americans can affolrd.
Qoveruinicaldlinanced housing would simply in-
crease the demand for material atid Send l)
costs still higher.

The report stress4es the plight of schonols nnd
hospitails, whielh have serious diflienitiei in
carrying onl in face of continuously rising
costs.

President Truinan and his economic ad-
visers. warned U'onwress on the 4th August
that a depression may he just around the
corner unless; something is done to curb
American inflation; and shortly afterwards
Mr. Eceles , a mnember of the Federal Re-
serve Dank, told the Senate Banking Comn-
mit tee that te U7.S.A. was heading for a
hbusine, 4 -lump this autumln, and finished
by saying- that the sooner it came the better.

I wqas very pleased that the member for
Murchison time other night once again ad-
dressed this House on the subject of money
and credit. I do not know that too much
call he said on that suiject. It is a pity
more peleI -cannot hear addresses such as
he delivered on that occasion, or that they
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do not have the opportunity to read them
or, if they do have the opportunity, do not

avail themselves of it. Recently I had a
letter, and most members got a copy of
this, from the Reciprocal Trade Federation
of the United Kingdom. In it is an article
entitled "The Way out of the Mess." It
is written by a Mr. Holloway, who is
directing secretary of the Economic Re-
form Club and Institute. I will not weary
the Honse by reading all of it, but in con-
nection with money he said-

Today wre no longer worry unduly about the
amount of gold in our central bank in regard
to the issue of our internal purchasing power.
]But it is ain extraordinary fact that the State
still "borrows" Money required for national
purposes from the banking institution and pays
interest thereon when in fact the banks can
create such money out of nothing.

Mr. Marshall: Of course they do!

Mr. SMITH: The article continues-
It should be the prerogative of the State

to create such additional money as may he
required for national purposes, that is, for
such purposes as Parliament may determine
cnn properly be met in this way. This, of
course, conflicts with the practice hitherto
adopted of allowing the banks to create such
money and lend it at interest to the Govern-
ment in spite of the fact that here there is
no question of saving and should therefore be
no question of borrowing. During the present
century, some thousands of millions of new
Money has come into existence in this way
and this has placed a burden upon the corn-
mnunity which, I suggest, cnnlot possibly be
justified. While it is no doubt convenient to
the Government to employ the banking system
as their agents for the creation of new money,
this should, in my view, involve nothing more
than a payment of a charge for the service
they render. This principle has in fact been
conceded for all practical purposes in the case
of the fiduciary issue, since the interest paid
to the Bank of Englaind on the Government
Bonds used for that issue has beeni repaid to
the Government less service charges. I am
here asserting the sovereign right of a nation
to determine and issue its own money supply
ais opposed to the idea that this vital factor
in our nationnl life should be left in the hands
of banking interests,

Mr. Marshall: Hear, hear!

Mr. SMITH: The article goes on to say-
This view was clearly enunciated in the last
century by Abraham Lincoln who stated that
money is the creature of the law and the crea-
tion of the original issue of money should be
maintained as the exelusive monopoly of thle
national Government. The privilege of creat-
ing and issuin money is not only the supreme
prerogative of the Government, it is the Gov-
ernment's greatest opportunity.

I commend that letter to every member,
each of whom, I assume, has received a
copy, because I get copies of letters regu-
larly from this Reciprocal Trade Federa-
tion of -the United Kingdom, enclosing
articles. Members should read the whole
of that particular article, which it would be
undesirable for me to do at this stage. By
reading it they wvill see that the views held
and enunciated for so long by the member
for Murehison are also being espoused and
held inl highly responsible circles in Great
Britain during the present financial mess
in which that country is involved. I was
reminded by the speech of the member for
Murchison of two cuttings which I took
from "The West Australian'' of the 18th
August, 1947. Both appeared in that paper
on the same day. The first was as follows:-

India's Press was 98 per cent. in the bands
of high finane said Mr. H. J1. Taussig (a re-
cently arrived Indian Pressman). Indian
magnaes had taken good care to buy all means
to influence the population. The vast majority
of Indians were totally unaware of what was
happening,

In "The West Australian" leader of the
same 'lay appeared the following:-

Many Australians believe that the nationali-
sation of banking would be a good thing and
many again believe it would be an extremely
bad thing, and the great majority of the pub-
lie Ias no idea whether in a technical sense
it would. be good or bad.

That sumns up the position so far as Aus-
tralians are concerned. A practice has re-
cently grown up, and a very popular prac-
tice too, of baiting the Commuiists, and all
the dogs in the community which can bark
are invited to bite them. Members of this
organisation atre alleged to be subversive
hut I ask members, in what way are they
subversive? Quite recently in the Common-
wvealth Parliament Mr. Menzies moved a
vote of censure against the Commonwealth
Government and in a 40-minute speech 'av
was not able to produce one tittle of evi-
dence to show that this body was subversive.
Nor in that 40-minute speech could he give
any idea to the Government as to how the
organisation's activities might be controlled,
apar; from that which has already been
done by the Commonwealth Investigation
Bureau, or Secret Service, or whatever else
it may be called.

The activities of men like M~r. Erie Camp-
bell of the New Guard1 who recently sub-
mitted his nomination as a Country Party
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candidate again, are open to investigation.
And so this bureau of secret service, or
whatever it is called, has overlooked the
activities of Fascists as well as the activi-
ties of Communists, but if Communists be-
lieve that industrial reform can be promoted
More quickly or effectively by industrial
action rather than by political action, they
tire entitled to that belief. It is a belief that
is held not only by Communists but also by
lwany, who dot not belong to the same organ-
isation-never have been nor ever will he-
hut who see in the curl) that Legislative
('ouiil represent to democratic govern-
mecal, very little hope of rapily secu ring
reforn Iy peaceful means.

The Labour Party, which is strongly op-
posedl to Communists, canl find no legitimate
reatson in the ])resent (iovernmental set-up
in Australia, with its divided authority and
non-representative Houses of Parliament in
the States, to forgo the right to strike when
hey th ink it is necessary. If there is any

,eal ('e~ire onl the, part of the Liberal 1'arty
and their fellow-travellers to do away with
industrial unrest in Australia then let them
take the first step towards it by abolishing
from Governments in Australia the legis-
latihe Counvils; whose appiroaeh to: the ex-
presssed will of the people has been subver-
sive of their wishes. Unions today are
frequently referred to as being Communist-
led whIen, they indulge in industrial action to
rectify their grievances, but the unions of
today arc no different from unions of eight
years ago when 10 per cent. of the membevrs
oif trade unions in Australia were unem-
ployed.

The 'Minister for Lands: Then why are
your unions expelling Communists if you
think so much of them.'

Mr. SMITH: The unions of today, or of
10 or 15 yenrs ago when the position was
infinitely. worse, are no different,

The Mlinister for Lands: Then whby are
they being expelled from the unioins?

.Mr. SMNITHI: They are being exp~elled
hecause they express disloyalty to the
Labour movement and because they are, not
of the Labour movement, and are trying to
infiltrate into it. There is no difference be-
tween the unions of eight years ago and 15
years ago when the unemployment figure
reached as high as 30 per cent, throughout
Australia. Tbe only difference is that the

unions of today are in a much better bargain-
ing position than they were in those days.
Everything they know about the bargaining
strength and everything they do in connec-
tion with the exercise of it, bas been learned
from the employers when the demand for
labour wvas much less than the supply anti
the dole was the reward of willingness to
work. For over a century in this country
employers haive been teaching the workers
how to use bargaining strength and indus-
trial stieiigth, and as a result of that teach-
ing the unions are using it today in the
same way ats the employers used it in the
past.

The huge reserves of' coit' that werv built
upI as a result of hard work in the mnines,
evecn with inefficient methods and conditions,
were used against the calntinerq. Thonse
reserves were used as a weapion to defeat
attempts by the men for betterment oif their
conditions and these men do not forgeVt suvh
treatment. It is said that the Communists
are subversive andi disloyal.

Mr. (irayden: Is this a pica for Corn-
munisi

Mr. SMITH : To whom are they supposed
to be loyal?

The Minister for Lands: Have you ever
read their Constitution!

Mr. SMITH: Are they supposed to be
]oyal to the Legislative Councils or the
various State.,?

The Mliniqter for Lands: To Russia.

Air. Styants: The young Fascist from
Middle Swan speaks.

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

.1r. SMITH: Inasmuch as wve would ex-
p~ect them to be loyal to the Crowvn, are they
not expected to ble equally loyal to the in-
stitutions of the Crown, the Governiment and
thle Parliaments of the Crown? Should Com-
munists and the people generally not Ile as
loyal to His -Majesty's Government at Can-
status and who are less representative ?
Can the member for Middle Swan answer me
that What encouragemnent has anybody
had, Communists or otherwise, to manifest
loyalty to His Majesty's Government at
Canberra ? For nearly three years, a "hate
Cabra campaign has been carried cii
relentlessly by the combined daily Press of'
Australia with His Majesty's Government
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at Canberra as the main target. During this
campaign His Majesty's Government at
Canberra has been traduced, vilified and
mis-represented and has been abused,
slandered, ridiculed, belittled, reviled and
maligned, and every possible method, has
been used to make it an object of scorn and
hatred throughout this community.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: There is no doubt
about that.

Mr. SMITH: And the leaders of His
-Majesty's Government at Canberra have had
their characters besmirched, their statements
mis-reported, their objectives misrepresented,
and their achievements condemned and dis-
counted, Every possible criticism that could be
thought up by the paid servants of the Press
to vilify His Majesty's Ministers, has; been
used for this purpose. So much abuse has
been hurled at His Majesty's Government at
Canberra, that the uninitiated who have no
opinions, other than what they read in the
papers, have been encouraged to believe, arc
entitled to believe, and do believe, that His
Mfajesty's Glovernment at Canberra is sub-
versive and disloyal and that they owe no
allegiance or loyalty to it. No more sub-
versive activity has been indulged in in this
country by any section of the community,
than that which has characterised the "hate
Conberra" campaign propagated by the Press
from the day on which the Conservative
Party dropped the alias of U7nited Aus-
tralians to facilitate the campaign, and mas-
queradedl us Liberals.

I can think of nothing that -would, be
more gratifying to the Communists than
this same campaign, for the Communists
have ever preached that Labour Oov-
ernments are the enemies of the people, the
shiock-absorbers of the capitalist system as
they call them. Now they bave found in the
last three years, a faithful ally in the daily'
Press and a fellow-traveller towards a goal
which, if achieved, will do more to further
the cause of Communism and resort to in-
dustrial action than anything else that could
he imagined.

The Attorney General: The Communists
received a rebuff in Queensland.

Mr. SMITH: I have an example in last
Saturday's. copy of "The West Australian,"
the leading article in which represents a
futile search for reasons why farmers should
vote for State control of marketing of

wheat as against Commonwealth control. In
one part of this leader it states-

But the fact remains that a vote for the
Commonwealth control will be interpreted as
a vote of confidence in a system whichk has
already robbed Western Australian farmers
of muny millions of pounds, while a vats for
State-control will be a vote for gradual return
to independence.

Hon. A. RI. 0. Hawke: Independence is
right.

Mr, SMITH: Just imagine the freedom
enjoyed by the Press in this country when
it can publisb such ani impudent and
malicious lie, indicting those who have been
rcspons-ble for the Commonwealth system
referred to and publicly accusing them of
downright robbery of millions of pounds,
fromn Western Australian farmers. Could
anything he so subversive as this assertion
that farmers have been illegally de-
prived of millions of pounds in Western
Australia alone, to say nothing of
farmers in the other States? What kind
of respect is this sort of loose talk
calculated to inspire for Crown instru-
mentalities and established authority!
WbTat kind of respect for law and order
wvill that inspire9 Here is a paper that
can by innuendo accuse the Commonwealth
authorities of robbing the farmers of West-
era Australia of millions of pounds! In
iny opinion it is time that the proprietors
of "The West Autain secured the
services of someone to write their leading
articles who is not suffering fromt duodenal
ulcersq.

His ExcellecDy's Speech informs us that
vigorous approaches to the Commonwealth
Government for general financial assistance
to the goldmining industry have so far been
unsuccessful. Why does not the Government
tell us something about what it will do for
that industry? If the goldmining industry
is in such a parlous condition that some of
those units of it which are paying 50 per
cent. alividends on their original capital are
in need of such aid, why does not the Gov-
erment assist the industry by the suspen-
sion of lease rents, by the reduction of
freight charges on necessary mining
commodities or by a reduction of the
charges that are made for water used
in connection with treatment Operations?
Why dlees not the Government increase the
amount that is paid to prospectors to
encourage them to go out and find new
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fields? Why does not the Government do
these things and then, having done so and
embarked upon the expense involved, be
then in a position to use the fact as an
argument before the Grants Commission in
sup1)ort of an application for. increased
funds for the State?

The rich mines in this State have, as long
as I can remember, always used their poor
relations as alt argument for assistance.
Nowv they arc agitating for help because
they have an a ward tinder which certain
margins have been held in abeyance. I can
iniagine that this agitation will hie stimu-
lated and it certainly will be carried on
during the whole time the Commonwealth
Labour Government is in office. I am posi-
tive el' that, and that the agitation is only
being used as a political counter. The in-
dustry has no hope of getting anything
front, a Liberal-Country Party Government
in the Federal sphere. It has never done
.o in the past and never will in the future.
Its only hope of assistance is fromt a
Federal Labour Government. The Liberat
Party would not look at it and would not
take any notice of this advocacy of general
financial assistance for the goldmining
industry.

I often wonder why that industry does
not get down to earth and realise, that the
Commonwealth Government cannot give the
!renpral financial assistance sought in the
shape of a bonus on gold. Mlimbers sitting
on the Government side of the House know
equally as wel] as I do that the Common-
wealth of Australia is a party to the Bret-
ton Woods Agreement. Would members
opposite have Australia repudiate that agree-
ment? Would they like the Commonwealth
Government to tear it up like a scrap of
paper' The Bretton Woods Agreement
was intended to facilitate trading opera-
tions in the future and to help the respective
countries that were parties to it over diffi-
cult stiles, at times when their imports
exceeded their exports. Would members
opposite have the Commonwealth Govern-
ment repudiate such a document? I have
even heard it advocated that we should sell
our gold on the black market.

Would members deprive the Empire of
the gold produced in this country, which
helps Britain so greatly in connection with
the Empire dollar pool? Article 4 of the
Bretton Woods Agreement reads:-

The par value of the currency of each Memt-
ber shall be expressed in terms of gold as the
comnmon denominator, or in terms of the
United States dollar of the fineness and
weight in effect on the 1st July, 1944.

The inclusion of that provision was to en-
sure stability in exchange rates between
the paper currencies of the wvorld and the
agreement is armed to the teeth to make
those requirements effective. In such cir-
cumnstances the Commonwealth Government
could not think of providing a bonus of £2
an ounce on gold, seeing that it is party
to that agreement. Canada is also a parti-
cipant in the Bretton WOOds Agreement.
That country is often quoted as having-
given wonderful help to thte goidmining
industry. When it linked up with the Bret-
ton Woods Agreement it broughbt it., cur-
rency back to par with that of the United
States of America and deprived gold Pro-
ducers of :3.5 dollars an ounce oni thme gold
sold in the V.S.A. lby the Government,

ichie, in that country, controls gol sales.

To offset this loss somewhat, Canada,
which taxes the goldmining industry at well,
membersR should not forget, as% other indus-
tries, provides for a depletion allowance
for the mining industry which the Govern-
ment increased from 301/2 per coat, to 40
per cent., thus widening the margin of re-
tainabjie profits and levying taxation on
only 00 per cent. Under the uniform taxa-
tion system applying in Australia, the Coin-
monwealth Government does not tax the
goldmining industry at all. No benefit to
the industry' elsewhere, whether it he
Canada, Southern Rhodesia, or any other
country, has been as profitable or as useful
to the mining industries of those countries
as has been the exemption under tho,
uniform system of taxation of Australia to
the goldinining industry of this country.
1-1 to the point wvhere Canada increnwed the
depicetion allowance and taxed on only 60
per cent. of the profits, there was no direct
assistance to the goldatining industry in
that country, but in about December, 1947,
a proposal was made to pay £2 2s. 10id. per
ounce on some gold, not on all gold pro-
duced. That proposition had to he dropped
because the International Monetary Funif
raised objection to the scheme.

In the circumstances the Government has
noA'y introduced a new planttunder which it
pays half the cost of producing an ounce
of gold where such cost is in cxpers of 1$i
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dollars or of £5 10s. per ounce. This
assistance is payable only on such gold as
is in excess of two-thirds of the gold pro-
(luced in the year ended the 30th June, 1941.
Thus, high-grade ore would derive no bene-
fit from the scheme but to the ))roducers aP
five dwt. ore, which requires four- tons to
the ounce, it would mean a return of half
the cost of production above 27s. 6dl. a tonL
on the tonnage that produced gold above
that of two-thirds of the previous year's
production. Taxation, howvever, is still to
be payable on 60 per cent, of the profits.

I am sure that the Prime Minister of Aus-
tralia would be only too pleased, from the
financial aspect, to tax on the profits of
goldniining in this country to the extent of
60 per cent., and give to the renmaining
units the concession that Canada has pro-
vided for some of its producers. T find, of
course, that the position of the goldminirnr
industry is frequently misrepresented lust
for the purpose of making a political
counter against the Commonwealth Labour
Government. In the issue of the "Kal-
goorlie Mfiner" published on the 27th July
of this year-, the following cable from Lon-
don appeared-

''Considerable financial benefit", is expected
by Great Boulder Ply. Gold Mines Ltd. if its
claims for exemption from British income tax
followving the transfer of control to Australia
is successful. This is stated by the directors
in their report for 1947. Accounts for the
period show total provision for tax at £52,104,
.after which net profit w'as £34,956 sterling.

Comparable profit was £48,260 for the pre-
vious year, wvhen tax provision was £53,000.
Dividend is unchanged at 25 per cent., requir-
ing £34,375 net. In tile latest period, 396,626

dry tons of ore were treated for 92,709 ounces
gold, an increase over 1946 of 13,642 tons
and 4,151 ounces respectively. Working costs
-were well controlled, rising only 7d. a ton
to 35s. 3d. (Australian), excluding (develop-
nment.

Mlembers will realise that this mining
company paid that taxation from their
profits to the British Exchequer-not to
the State or Commuonwvealth Government.
I may remind the House that 35s. 3d. repre-
sents a lower cost than the average for the
raising and treating of ore on seven of the
principal mines on the Golden Mile in 1924,
according to the statements in the Kingsley
Thomas report for that period. I recently
read an account of His Majesty the
King's Speech in opening the Southern
Rhodesian Parliament in 1947, during the

course of which he referred to the fact that
the Government was thinking about impos-
ing taxation for the purpose of subsidising
sonme goldmining propositions. I have read
elsewhere that the Government of that
country proposes to pay a premium of 27s.
6d. an ounce on gold produced and to raise
that rncney by a 10 per cent, addition to the
income tax already levied. The mining
companies themselves are subject to that
taxation o11 their profits. If the Premier
could go to the next Premiers' Conference
and advocate a proposition such as that by
which there would be an increase in the
income tax payable by everyone so that a
bonus of 27si. 6id. could ibe paid on every
ounce of' gold produced, and at the same
time bring the mining companies themselves
into the real of income taxation. some
good night result.

The mining companies have professed
themselv-es as satisfied with the sales tax in
connection withi necessary mining, commiodi-
ties and have published a statement to that
effect, about which I have informed the
House on a former occasion. Still they are
arguing, adv'ocating, pressing and using as
a political counter, a plea for assistance. It
is not confined to marginal mines or to
mines that need assistance; hut it is an all-
over honus that they require, one that will
be paid to those which are paying 50 per
cent, dividends on their original capital and
that will sap their vitality by paying it to
other sections of industry throughout the
State. I do not blame the mining industry
for getting into the race for assistance. It
seemis now to be considered right for all sec-
tions of the community to go moaning to
the Government for assistance. Even when
the wvholesalers in the fish industry reduced
the price of fish by 10 per cent., retailers
would not sell it cheaper to the customers
or consumers. All sections of the come-
munity are wanting to enter this blood-
sucking campaign, thus sapping the vitality
of other sections.

Each section is trying to assist the other
and is coming in its turn for blood-trans-
fusion to make up for the blood which haa%
already been soaked ont of it. I think the
Government should consider the position
and see what it can do for the goldmining-
industry. I resent the assertion that the
Commonwealth Government has done noth-
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mng for the industry. I was a memhber of
the mining panel that considered the ques-
tion of the rehabilitation of the industry at
very mnany meetings, at which the State
Mining Departments and the Chambers of
Mines were represented. The Common-
wealth Government agreed, as a result of
representations made to it, that any money
which could be justified by a report of a
competent inspector would be made avail-
able to, mines in need of it. Not only has
the Commonwealth Government done that
for the goidmining industry, but it has also
given the industry a substantial benefit
arisingl out of a recommendation made by
our own Deputy Commissioner of Taxation,
Mr. Cruickshank; when the Uniform Tax
Act was brought down, goldmining profits
were exempted from it altogether. In that
ulnne, the guidmining industry of this State
has bud a very fair deal from the Common
%wealth (lovernment.

MR. REYNOLDS (Forrest) 16.3]: After
the storm comes, the calm! I think we must
all1 agree that the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoie has made a brilliant speech. No
doubt it was very wholesome, but neverthe-
less it must have proved unpalatable
atnd distasteful to the Government and par-
ticularly to those who, on every occasion,
whine and moan about Communism and try,
unfortunately, to libel the Labour Govern-
iuent ahout Communism. This I bitterly
resent. I wish to congratulate the Minister
for Education on his courage and gentle-
manly demeanour in refuting the malicious
and vicious aspersions cast upon the noble
band of educationists who are training, to
the best of their ability, our young citizens
and doing their best to improve their men-
tality and personality. Under the protection
of Parliamenitary privilege, the member for
Irwin-Moore accuses them, in the main, of
passing on Communistic propaganda and
soGwing the seed of Communism. The pre-
sent Minister, like his predecessor (Hfon. ..
T. Tonkin), is offering every possible in-
luernent to attract to, our schools men and
women possessed of the highest intelligence,
training and personality, in order to deve-
lop citizenship; while this member, this big
shot from Irwin.-Moore, is doing everything
he po."ibly can to undermine the splendid
efforts of his Minister.

I challenge the member for Irwin-Moore
to call a meeting, at my expense, in any ball
ia Perth and there repeat the charges,
which he has made on innumerable occa-
sions against the character of the school
teachers of this State. I say to him, "Accept
this challenge, or for ever hereafter hold
your peace." According to Press reports,
the member for Irwin-Moore has made a
certain sum of money available for distribu-
tion to various schools throughout his dis-
trict; and, according to what he said, several
head-teachers have refused to co-operate
with him. They have refused, he said, to
select a pupil worthy of a prize for citizen-
ship. I should like to ask the miember for
Irwin-Mloore through you, Mr. Speaker,
what conditions he attaches to, the awarding
of this prize. When we know those condi-
tions, we shall be able to judge whether the
teachers did right in making their decisions.

Throughout the world, education authori-
ties-trained men and women, who know
their job, not nosey Parkers-have long
realised that individual awards are poor
groundwork for the training of community
spirit and citizenship. They advocate that
trophies, amenities or library books should
be given to the school on a co-operative
basis, so that the low-markers might feel
that they, too, have played their part in the
winning of these awards. Some children
suffer disabilities; for instance, slower men-
tality, parental poverty, 'home duties in
large families or unequal home training.
Other children are particularly well en-
dowed, because they have mothers who pro-
bably are good women, trained in many
subjects, and this. applies to their fathers
also. How can the less fortunate children
hope to compete with children whose
parents; are so richly endowed? It has also
been discovered that undue praise of, and
the award of prizes to, children with better
opportunity do not help to bolster up a
child's self-respect,

We know, too, that the awarding of these
prizes is inclined to make children con-
ceited, like the member for Irwin-Moore,
for instance, who imagines that he knows
everything, that bie is the all1-conquering
hero. There is nothing he does not know,
in his opinion; but we are beginning to find
out a great deal he does not know about
wheat, because the other night thme member
for North-East Fremantle exposed many
figures which he submitted to the House.
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If this self-appointed, superimposed inspee-
tar of school inspectors wishes to improve
the lot of the pupils in his district, let him
enlarge the school libraries and amenities
for the benefit of the whole school; and let
him try a little constructive praise, instead
of destructive abuse, of teachers. He will
find them quite intelligent enough to appre-
ciate the difference. Last year he made his
tirst ungentlemanly attack on the school
teachers and got some cheap notoriety and
praise from our so-called free and demo-
cratic PrIess.

I recall with particular delight that early
this year, when we were at the Vniversity,
the Chancellor gave him the opportunity
to discuss the matter. If I remeni-
her rightly, it was the Leader of the
Opposition who asked the Chancellor
whether members could put ervtain clues-
tions. But. what happened? We noticed
that this Colossus of clay, with feet of ice,
decided that discretion was the better part
of valour and, like Dora, he kept dumb.
Like a wolf that once has tasted blood and
gets away with it, he hungers for more. He
is trying to out-Goebbel Goebbels in his
cheap and spurious search for limelight and
propaganda.

In my maiden speech last year, I said it
was my intention to do the best I could for
the farmers, the workers and the small busi-
nessmen of this State. I feel I have done
so. It have a list of things to report which
have been well and faithfully done through-
out my territory. At Jarrabdale, for in-
stance, which is 46 miles from Perthl, 1 am
pleased to record that last year, just before
the present Government assumed office,
from thle main Bunbury-road to Jarrabdale
was being bituminised, and it has now been
completed. Again, a mail service has been
arranged and mail boxes and various things
of that nature supplied at Jarrahdale. I
have to thank the Minister for Education
because he is now building a bomne for the
teacher at Jarrahdale and effecting repairs
to the school. At Glen Eagle, the Postal
Department is installing a telephone system.
I am sure the people who have lived there
for years will appreciate this service. It
have approached the Education Department,
and hope the Minister will meet me on this
oecasion, with a view to having a larger
school built there. Last year at Dwellingnp
I arranged a deputation to the Minister for
Works with a view to trying to get the Gov-

ernm cut to take the main road from Pin-
jarra through to Boddington.

SittiL-g suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I had reached the
stage 3e*fore tea of explaining that early
last year at Dwellingup a large number of
people gathered together, and as a result of
their meeting I was asked to make represen-
tations to the Minister for Works to take
ov'er the road from Pinjarra to Boddington
and make it a main road. He, unfortun-
ately, said he could not do so. I made
further representations to the Minister, and
I am pleased to say he granted £6,000 so
that the, road could be continued from the
point it had reached when the Labour
Party had spent C7,000 on it. The Minister
also gave £1,000 for the construction of a
road eastwards. In 1946, the then Minister
for Works, the member for Northamn, made
a sum available for the putting down, of a
bore at Dwellingup. When the new Gov-
eranment took over it had the bore tested
and found that its capacity was sufficient
for t~e requirements of the town,

I anm happy to tell members that yester-
day _' received a letter from the M1inister
for Works saying that he proposed to lput
in the water scheme which the previous
Mini~ter had advocated, but he could not
get the necessary piping. it is unfortunate
that last year, at a Commonwealth lDis-
posals Sale at Marrinup, thousands of feet
of pi*ping were literally given away. That
was a golden opportunity to have made the
purchase, hut it was missed. Another
X6300 to £700 was spent on a lighting plant
for -he Dwcllingup hospital. As a result
of questions the other night I discovered
that the Government is going to spend £C9,000
on the hospital-something which the hospi-
tal eamni11ittee and myself have heen ighting
for over the last 12 or 13 months. The
hotel is being renovated. As a matter of
fact7 the ti mber workers and other people
in the district asked the Minister to niake
the renovations. Nearly £2,000 is to be
spent in that direction. The school has
been repainted and, as It have said, the
wat('r scheme which is much needed and
will he appreciated by the people of Dwell-
inguip, is to be completed.

A new manual training centre has been
established at Banksiadale. At H1olyoake,
the school and the school teacher's house
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have been repainted. At Hakee, a gallon
license has been ranted and roads have
been repaired. At Nanga Brook, a bridge
over the Murray River is now in course of
construction. For this, thanks are largely
due to the previous Minister, who had allo-
cated £C2,700 for the purpose. At Hoffman,
I wva able to secure £200 from a grant of
£102,000 made available by the Common-
wealth Government for roads. The Harvey
Road Board added another £300 to that sum
to ensure a thoroughly good job being made
of the road for a. distance of seven miles
from Yarloop towards Hoffman. At Woka-
lup, roads, generally, have been repaired. I
led a deputation to the Harvey Road Board
to have these roads, and also the main road
to IMornington, repaired, and an amount of
£C300 is~ now being spent on them.

Mir. Hoar: How do you manage to get all
this money?

'Mr. REYNOLDS: The hon. member has
not got what is necessary. At Benger, also,
the roads have been repaired. Last year I
led a deputation to the Miaister for Agri-
culture to get mnuch-needed relief for the
potato growers of Benger. I am sorry to
say he dlid not see fit to make a grant avail-
able; lie wanted to give the potato growers
a loan, interest free. An amount of £70
was spent on the road from Collie to Trees-.
yille. At Brunswick my efforts have resulted
in' 62 acres of land being acquired from a
farmer for building sites; also 10 acres for
the railways and 12 acres for a new school
site. I feel I have done something for the
people of Brunswick. I also put up a sug-
gestion to the 'Minister for Agriculture that
an area of approximately 60,000 acres he
resumed for land settlement. Tonight he
Naid he thought it was not suitable. 'Of
vourse, I realise that Amalgamated Col-
lieries Ltd. have big interests there and,
naturally, it would he unpleasant to tackle
siuch a powerful monopolistic organisation.

The mission at Roelands is doing a great
Job. I am hopeful that the Premier will
make a sum of money available to the people
who run it. I remember last year I particu-
larly mentioned the good work being done
by that mission. At Donnybrook, a new
hospital was opened. last year, thanks to the
previous Government. Improvements are
now being made to the school there. I was
able to obtain £C6,000 for relief because of
,damage through floods to roads end bridges.
When I took over my electorate I found

that the previous member had been fighting-
very hard to have a, water scheme estab-
lished at Donnybrook. I was able to get
the Government to make £500 available for
the Putting down of a bore, and I am
pleased to say that it has given another
£7501 for that purpose.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: How do you get all
these things?9

Mr. Bovell: A sympathetic Government,
Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: One would think

the Treasurer was one-eyed in regard to the
South-West.-

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am pleased to say
that the quarries have been reopened at Roe-
lands and at Donnybrook. I have handled
many problem for farmers and have been
instrumental in getting taxation rebates in
excess of £2,000 for primary producer,,
throughout my electorate. I feel I have
done my job for those people who reposed
confidence in me on the 15th March last. Of
course, my modesty prevents me from telling
many of the other things I accomplished.

Mr. Bovell: I think the Government de-
serves, the credit.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It sounds as if it
was getting it.

Mr. REYNOLDS: This afternoon the
Minister for Agriculture asked me to state
a case for the Commonwealth Government
in connection with the forthcoming poll on
the Commonwealth Wheat Agreement.

Mir. 'Mann:- Who killed Cock Robin?7

Mr. REYNOLDS: The hon. member will
find his leg will he twisted and pulled be-
fore I finish.

Hon. A. A. If. Coverley: Do not take him
too seriously.

Mr. REYNOLDS: No, he is just chicken
feced. As I sa id I was asked wh ether I woul d
state a case for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, but I told the Minister that I thought
it was the duty of the Commonwealth
Minister for Agriculture, Mr. Pollard, to
state his own ease. I assured the Minister
that as far as I personally was concerned
I would put up what I thought was a case
which would justify the wheatgrowers in
creating a stahilisation scheme such as that
approved by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

From 1930 onwards farmers throughout
Western Australia were practically reduced
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to a state of servitude. They were shackled
to the banks, not through any fault of their
own, but because of a drop in the price of
wheat. Actually they were reduced to the
status of blaekfellows at a communal
kitchen. I remember many men who had
t)ig equities in their properties having to go
cap in hand to the financial institutions and
like a. blackfellow say "Gibbit money for
fertiliser"; "gibbit money for spare parts
and fuel"; and so on, and "If you give me
those things I will produce for you what
humanity requires: the wheat, the wool, the
pig meats, barley, oats, and the like, and
all those essentials for which humanity to-
day is starving."

Now let us go hack to 1917. In that
year the Labour Government -went out of
office and a National-Country Party Gov-
ermnent took over. FrontL 1917 to 1929,
what did we see? Rising costs, rising in-
terest rates and farmers getting deeper into
the mire! I remember in 1927 when I pro-
duced a large crop, I had to pay l6s_ 6d- a
dozen for cornsacks and in 1939 1 was pay-
igt 7V, per cent, on mny overdraft. Since the
Labour Government took office those interest
rates have been consistently reduced until
today they have come down to 4% per cent.
for buildings, etc., and 41/2 per cent, for
ordinary overdrafts. In those two things
alone the Labour Oovernment lies done
more for the farmers than the National
Party or the Cotuitry Party has ever
done or is ever likely to do. In 1915-
16, when the Labour Party was in power,
owing to the shortage of shipping it was
unable to have the wool transported over-
sea and the wool appraisement scheme came
into being. The Labour Government ob-
tained for the woolgreowers of Australia
15%id. per lb. for wool in 1939. When the
Menzies Government was in power it could
-only obtain approximately 13 1/2d. per lb.-
II say approximately because T have not a
mind like Solomon.

In 1915-16 there was no such thing as an
exchange; that was introduced in 1929,' and
by whom?7 It was suggested by Mr.
Davidson of the Bank of New South Wales.
I can tell the House quite a story about thatPbut will hold it over for another occasion.
However, I repeat that the Labour Party
was able to obtain 15344. per lb. for wool
in 1W15-16 and the National Country
Party was only able to obtain 13 ~d. per

[18J

lb. in 1939, and' there was no such thing as
an exc,7nnge in 1915-16.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, there was.

Mr. REYNOLDS: No, there was not.
The Minister cannot put that over me. The
exchange was introduced in 1929 at 130 and
reduced to 125. The Minister will have to
wake up very early to put anything over
me.

The Minister for Lands: I know that.

Mr. REYNOLDS; The exchange on
131/2d. actually gave lid, to the Wool PrO-
ducers of the State and Commonwealth, but
what happenedl Within four months of
the Curtin Government coming into power
Dr. Evatt was sent to England to negotiate,
and he was able to obtain 2d. per lb. more
for the wool producers of Australia which
meant. an increased income of £10,000,000
to be distributed amongst those who pro-
duced the wool.

Th e Minister for Lands: How dlid he get
itI?

Mr. REYNOLDS: Dr. Evatt secured it
by ability, something that his predecessors
lacked.

The Minister for Lands: I am only
chicken feed to the member for Forrest.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I now come to the
point where I wish to-

Mr. Yates: Have a drink!

Mr. RtEYNOLDS :-ulgise the intelli-
gence and the ability of the Liberal Minister
for Agriculture in Victoria. Some three
months ago this Minister had the courage
to come out and tell the wheatgrowers of
Australia that the Commonwealth wheat
scheme was an excellent one as far as he
and his party were concerned and that they
were heartily behind it. 'What did we sees
A despicable exhibition!1 At Caniberra a
conference Was called of the various Minis-
ters concerned and attended by Mr. Mc-
Donald the Country Party Leader in Vic-
toria, who criticised Mr. Dennett, Victorian
Minister for Agriculture. The Liberal
-Party of Australia has wholeheartedly on-
dorwed, or almost so, the Commonwealth
wheat scheme because it Traises that it is
somethingo the farmers want,

lion. J. T. Tonkin: Do you know the atti-
tude of the Liberal Party hereY Nobody
else does.
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Air. REYNOLD)S: On Saturday the 10th
July last, about 170 or 180 farmers met at
York to discuss the wheat agreement. They
represented, I suppose, all, branches of the
Farmers' Union throughout the State. It
appeared to~ be a particularly nice set-up
because York is a very conservative place,
as I know it. In saying that., I am very
pleased to be able to mention that when I
contested York at a by-election they gave
me a majority. However, it is the home of
the Minister for Agriculture and everything
was set beecausc the Government thought it
would be able to get away with this idea of
putting one over the dopey cockey, but of
course the farmer today is alive and alert
to these diabolical schemnes which have been
hatched in the past, and is not going to he
caught in the future. Members will remem-
her that last year I debated for some con-
siiderable time the 15-point plan, because I
realised it had same value and virtue, hut I
could not see how any Government could
agree to all the points.

The Minister for Rnilways: You did not
tell us what happened at that York meeting.

M1r. REYNOLDS: I am going to tell the
Minister, lie will get it with both barrels.
I have here a copy of the minutes and I will
let him have them.

The Ifinister for Railways: Good!

Mr- REYNOLDS: Unrelentingly! How-
ever, I can take the Minister's interjections;
I do not mind them. I discussed the 15
points because I could not see how the
Commonwealth Government or any other
Government would agree to all of them, but
I did not know then, as I do now, that this
15-point plan was hatched in Western Aus-
tralia. because, through fortuitous circum-
stance;, the minutes of the meeting referred
to have come into my hands, and I will have
special delight in quoting them, seeing that
Mr. Jones is mentioned also. I will touch
on him shortly. 'Oh, yes, I cannot miss a
good opportunity; I love opportunities!
This is a copy of the verified minutes of
that meeting-

Don Masey of Dowerin said: I want to ask
Mr. Tcasdnle on what date he represented the
Royal commission.

Mr. 'fened-le: I am not too sur

Of course, he was always sure of other
things, hut on this occasion he was not too
sure. The minutes continue-
-but I think it wras the 1st May, 1947.

Don Masey: At the Dowerin branch at a
meeting in October, 1946, just after it had been
formed, a motion was suggested as to what
tine pool should be of that branch and that it
should he forwarded to conference.

At the next meeting a motion was submitted
by Mr, Metcalfe, which stated that should
negotiations fail for a Commonwealth plan,
that this union accept the State 'Marketing
Act. Mr. Mascy said that lie had challenged
'Mr. Metcalfe as to whether the motion was
his own. Mr. Masey said that the miotion ws
typewritten and on the left hand corner it
hadl tile initials of the typist and of the origin-
ator. These initials were not those of "Mr.
Metealfe, but those of a. man who dictated the
motion. The motion was presented to tine
brandih meeting, and all the ireferences to State
marketing were altered to Commonwealth, It
was later submitted at the inaugural comnfercne

o f the Farmers' Union. This sanne mnotiont
eventually, became almost word for word the
35-point plan of tine A.W.F. Mr. Mfasey
stated he tackled Mr, Metcalfe and asked
himi-

Mind you, this is what happened at York;
it is not mere fantasy.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: This is the infor-
mation the Mfinister for Railways wanted.

Mr. REYNOLDS: Ile will chortle and
enjoy it, and I hope the Minister for Agri-
culture will enjoy it also, because I have
something that will interest him intensely.
Continuing with the quotation-

Mr. Masey said he tackled 'Mr. Metcalfean
asked him directly whether Mr. Teasdale had
given him the motion. %&. Metealfe stated
that "Mr. Teasdaile had given him tine motion.
At the next meeting of the branch, Mr. Mlet-
ealfe tried to pass another motion which state,]
that failing immediate agreement on the Com-
mnonwealth proposals we agree to the systemn of
State poois.

I continue to quote from the minutes-
I wish to point out, ladies and gentlemen,

that since tlnat time there has been ito co-
operate action in the Australian Wheatgrow-
ers' Federation. There is no doubt in my
mind, and in the minds of tinousands of other
wheatgrowers that this stone-walling at the
Federation is directly conneeted with the
action of Mr. Teasdale and Mr. 'Metealfe. I
know what wre will get. A State pool. f ask
you, is this not a remarkable state of circum-
sftances? Mr. Metcalfe has -admitted that the
proposal originated with Mr. Teasdale. I ask
Mr. Teasdale to answer this: '.%r. Tenadmile
said that Mr. Masey was attempting to create
n false inpression and would not comment.
He said that he did not send any such docu-
meats anid apparently the documents had fol-
lowed the opinions of the Royal Commnission.

Last year, I honestly and conscientiously
did support the idea of a State pool. I
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thought there were some great minds behind
it and it was going to be something in the
interests of the farmers of this State. I
felt the Commonwealth Government could
not agree to those .15 points because they
were too severe, and I stated my reasons
when I discussed the 15 points seriatim.
Members can find my cmments in
"tHansard." I want to clear myself on this,
'Quoting from "Hansard,"1 I said-

To me it is important also because it eam-
bodies something that has been a hobbyhorse
with mie for the last 22 years. Away back
in 1926 1 advocated a, compulsory pool.

I would not have anything to do with the
!State pool because it was too small. I could
see that we wanted something bigger; we
wanted an international poolt and it was
only through international control and]
through that measure and system that wve
would be able to control the price of wheat
and obtain a reasonable deal for the wheat-
growers, and also regulate production with
a view to a sensible and sound marketing
s5cheme. That is wby I advocated that in
1926. 1 am passing this on because of in-
formation that has been given to me and as
I am convinced that the idea of the 15-point
lplan -was hatched in the minds of a "KIu
Kliux Clique," and the money mammnons of
Well ing-ton-street. They endeavoured, to get
complete control of the wheat, and I will
explain why.

The Minister for Lands-: But they are
grTeat co-operators.

Mr. REYNOLDS:. They were out for a
big thing and in the past they made a
marvellously good thing out of it. Comingf
to this wonderful paper-I might add that I
buy it because I do get good information
-Frm it-the "Farmers' Weekly," first of
.Ill I will quote:-

Pertient Questions.
Replies by the wheat section. The president

of the Wheat Sectioa of the Farmers' Union
(Mr. X. E. J'ones) has forwarded the follow-
ing questions and answers dealing with the
wheat statbilisation proposals.

This is what M1r. Jones has to say-though
Mr. Jones has bad his fingers scorched on
several occasions during the past five or
six years.

The Minister for Lands: That is not fair
cornmeaL. You know he has put up a great
fight for the whcatgrowers.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I know all about that.

The M)inister for Lands: While you have
been stalling all the time.

Mr. REYNOLDS: He has put tip a great
fight for the Well ington-street people and
the SL. George's-terrace people. The Minis-
ter cannot pull the wool over my eyes.

The Mlinister for Lands: I know that is
impossible.

Mr. REYNOLDS: The next question was,
"Arc the new proposals a sound business
proposition ?" The reply was, "No, they
are bad all the way through." What won-
derful reasoning! What a logical thing to
say!

Mr. Ma nn: You are taking advantage of
your political position. Why do not you
debate the matter with Mr. Jones?

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am prepared to de-
bate the subject of wheat with 3Mr. Jones
or anyoae in the industry. Before I sit
down, I am going to make the member for
B~everley withdraw a statement that he
made. Getting back to these questions and
answers, Mrt. Jones asked, "Why is that?"
And the answer was, "Because in every line
of the plan, it takes away something from
the producer. You cannot give to the pro-
ducer by taking things away." Mr. Jones
knows perfectly well that never in the
history of Australia has any Government
dbne: more for the wheatgrowers, than the
Commonwealth is doing under this 15-point
plan.

The Minister for Lands: You have a one-
eyed biased opinion. I can see that.

Yr. REYNOLDS: No, the Minister has a
one-track mind and a wrong track at that.
Mr. Jones further asked, "Does not the plan
give the costs of production?7" The reply
was, "That is just where you are wrong. That
is what is wrong with the plan. Wherever 6s.
3d. is mentioned, it is cost-minus all the
time." That is just too had for Mr. Jones
because last year, at the request of the Aus-
tralia n Wheatgrowers' Federation, a costs
committee was set up to inquire into the
aet'aal cost of production. The committee
consisted of Mr. Justice Simpson, Mr. Con-
nolly, and a very capable man from Western
Australia whom I have met on two or three
occasions, Mr. Walker, a wheatgrower. The
committee took evidence throughout all the
wheat-producing States, but when it came to
Western Australia, this is what happened. I
quote from "Hanisard" of 1947 at page 1373.
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The member for Irwin-Iioore asked whether I have given the matter considerable thought
I had seen a copy of the questionnaire, and and I am fully alive to his statements. Con-
my reply was- tinning, he said-

Yet. Of the 6,000 sent out, only 723 were Who finds the money to support the guaran-
returned. In a statement from Bruce Rock, tee? Tho growers of course. You would not
according to the morning's issue of ''The expect the Government to provide it,
W~est Australian" appears the followving:- Let me touch on this because it is a vital

'Replying to an inquiry as to the reason point. As members are aware, when the war
for the poor response, Mr. Connolly said started, the price of wheat was 29. 6d. a
there was no doubt "they had been dumped1  bse n teaeaepic fwo a
by the Farmers' Union.''uhladteaeag rc fwo a

This costs committee was set up at the re-
qluest of the Wheatgrowei's' Federation and
at big expense to the taxpayers and came
here to do the job. I know full well that
the member for Irwin-Moore was careering
around his territory advising his farners to
put the forms in the fire and not to give any
evidence to the committee. Naturally, the
committee of the Farmers' Union prepared
its own rodts. I dealt exhaustively' with that
phase last year. The costs comiitteelfound
that the cost per bushel was 6s. average
sding price, which is equal to 5s. lO1 hd. bulk
and (;s. 01 2d. bagged. In its recoramenda-
tibis, 11v conimittec deducted the income
from sidelines from the gross costs and, in
avlorlming thle sidelines income, ass-umed from
various btatistif-al sources that such sideline
ncoi would niot he maintained. It accord-

inzlv held an adjustment of 15 per cent. or
6d. per bushel to be unwarranted and not
likely to eventuate in actual fiact. Hence the
Commonwealth Government quite rightly dis-
regarded this; 15 per cent, redaction in side-
line income,

The over all result was that the 5s. 101/2d.
siding became 5s. 41V26., which was actually
correct from the findings of the committee.
Members should bear in mind that not one
word of criticism -was ever levelled by the
wheatgrowers of this State at the Australian
Wheattgrowers' Federation, and that that
organisation passed a vote of confidence in
the costs committee, said it had done a won-
derful job and congratulated it upon its
work. Yet here we find Mr. X. E. Jones, of
the Farmers' Union, ridiculing that commit-
tee. It obtained written and oral evidence
and produced figures to justify the conclu-
sions at which it had arrived. There mem-
bers have the true story of the costs factor.

The other night the member for Irwin-
Moore said that there was no cost index. He
must have known that that was an untruth;
alternatively, he was not sure of his facts. T
think that he knew the position and was
merely out to deceive members. Fortunately,

round about Id. I said previousldy tnat tue
Commonwealth had agreed to give our wrool

away for 13 d.

Mr. Mann:- That is not true.

Mr, REYNOLDS: Of course it is trute.

Mr. Mann: It is not.

Mr. REYNOLDS: The bon. member call-
not refute it. I challenge him to try lii
do so. I have all the information before nit,
all the statistical data, and the hnii.
member cannot get away from that. In 19:19
the price of wheat was 2s. 6d. bushel, During.-
1946-47 there was a spectacular is-e, for b5y
the 1st January, 1948, wheat had touched 1%;.
0O"id. and by the 16th of the same month it
was 20s. 5%d. The Government, at the re-
quest of the Australian Wheatgrowcrs' Fore-
ration, said that it would introduce a stabili-
sat ion scheme and put it into operation. The
point I stress is that had the, Government not
introduced a stahilisation scheme, the money
would have gone to them Governmeint in the
form of taxation;, but the Government,
realising that the price of wheat would faill
probably by 1951 or 1952, decided to create
astabilisation fund in order to guarantee the

farmers a minimum price over a number of
years. As members k-now, and as the memi-
her for Irwin-Mfoore has said, from 11129 to
1930 the price of wheat averaged about 1.
6d. a bushel. That is why the Common-
wealth agreed to the stabilisation fund. In-
stead of this money going in taxation, it will
he paid into a fund for the benefit of the
wheatgrowcrs of Australia. I now wish to
deal with another red herring which Mr.
Jones tried. to drag over the trail. It is u
very smelly one. H~e said-

Is there any safeguard that wheat will be
sold to best advantage? 'No. Remember the
New Zealand wheat deal, Anything like that
could happen agnin, so long as they return
growers 6s% 3d., plus mninus index.

Consider that statement! In this State we
have a gentleman by the name of Mn. Thom-
son, who is reputed to he an authority on
wheat. lHe undoubtedly is; nobody can deny
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it, because he was selected to represent the
Commonwealth Government on the Wheat
Board. This is what Mr. Thomson has to say
about the Wheat Agreement-

A guide to opinion at the time is obtained
from a statement by the former General
Manager of the Australian Wheat Board, Mr.
3. Thomson, dated 3rd March, 1947.
Do not forget that this is the wheat agree-
ment which Mr. Jones and quite a lot of, his
satellites have always sought out in an endea-
vour to damn the Labour Government, be-
cause that Government made a marvellous
deal at the time.

Mr. Mann: Are you referring to the sale
to New Zealand?

Mr. REYNOLDS: I hope I am speaking
intelligently Perhaps the hon. member does
not understand me.

MNr. Mann: I would not want to.
Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Was it wheat for pig

feedt
Mr. REYNOLDS: I will tell the House

about that; it is a "stunner." Mr. Thomson
said-

Referring to discussions which bep had with
a senior official of the Commerce Department
relative to the proposed -New Zealand deal,
M.%r. Thomson said, "I1 drew tip a table some-
thing like this: 1945-46, 9s. 6d.; 1946-47,
9q. (3d.; 1947-48, 7s.; 1948-49, 5s.; 1949.50,
49.'' %fr. Thomnson in his letter adlded quite
f rankly, ''The foregoing was my guess.''
Here we have a man, acknowledged to be one
of the greatest authorities on wheat, saying
he had to make a guess and that that was his
guess! Continuing, he said-

"The foregoing wvas my guess at what might
ho market prices and so far it has proved very
wvell onl the mark. The average was around
7s. a bushel and I offered to put a proposail
to the Board that it should supply New Zea-
land. for five years at 7s. 3d. a butshel, f£o.b.,
Australian ports.''

It so happened that in July, 1945, wheat was
in the doldrums and it will go down again,
unfortunately, as I shall presently explain,
despite the figures of Sir John Boyd-Or
which were quoted by the member for Irwin-
Moore. Of course, it is easy for men to be
wise after the event. That is lMr. Jones's
position; he was a critic after the event, and
T ask members not to forget that one of the
greatest authorities in Australia made this
guess. Do not forget that he is the General
Manager of Westralian Farmers Ltd., a man
who might play a big part in the State pool,
which will never eventuate, as I shall con-
vince members.

The MLNinister for Railways: What, again!

Mr. REYNOLDS: Do not worry, d6 not
get excited, Mr, Minister,

The Minister for Railways: I am not. I
am laughing.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I shall be taking the
Minister to task about the railways. That is
a promise. I have reached a stage where 31r.
J on es vwas pu tting up piiffle to the farmers of
Western Australia; but, of course, they wero
too fly. Mr. Jones said-

What is expert wheat today? Roundabout
17s, a bushel.

I have the latest report, dated the 2nd
August, on wheat. It states, "'Manitoba,
Canada, No. 3. The closing quote for July
delivery, ex St. Lawrence, was Ss. 5 , d. per
bushel, f.o.b."' That is expressed in English
curreney and in our currency it would be
roughly 10s. 7d. per bushel. Yet this wonder-
ful man says that wheat is 17s. a bushel?
Further on in the report I have mentioned it
is stated that Chicago values have slumped to
11s, 3d., That is, the price closed at 11s. 3d.
per bu~shel. It was stated that values were
slightly lower in Chicago. I am blasting Mr.
Jones's untruths one by one. I could pro-
ceed and pull the skin off him. Now we come
to the State Mfini';tor'a. complaint. This is
what lie says in a letter to the Press-

A'; a considecrable amiount of iaisrejiresentn.
ti0 ,2 is going on in respect of thle powers of
the Minister under thle State Wheat Marketing
Act, I hope you will publish the sections of
the Ac~t dealing with this matter as follows:-

He proceeds to quote the section and then
continues--

This is the greatest power the -Minister has,
and it is in 110 way eouiparable With thle liowers
of the Federal Minister, who may sell wheat
to anybody andt at any -price he likes. This
was done in the New Zealand deal.

How these people like to bring in the New
Zealand'deal, forgetting that the man who
prompted the Commonwealth Government to
make it was the General Manager of Westra-
hian Farmers Ltd. Notice the subtlety of it.
H~e continues-

Sect-ion 30 (1) of the Act reads-
S ubject to this Act, the Board may to the

b~est aidvantage of growers, having regard
to all relevant cireUnistanres, sell or arrange
for the sale of all wheat of which it be-
comes the owner, to su ch personrs anld at suc h -
prices and on such terms as it deemis proper.

315



316 ASSEMBLY.]

Then he continues-
The Minister has no power of veto or diree-

tion in the matter of selling wheat which
section 30 gives to the produce r- ent rolled
board.

The publication of the above should Vitt an
end to the lying propaganda which ig being
carried on with the object of eoafumitig the
mindis of the whentgrowers in the matter of
Mfinisterial direction. Yours etc.,, G, 1B. Wood,
Minister for Agreulture.

In the very next columin is a letter signed by
R. J. Anderson, of Jennacubbine, which I
think is just near Northam. Here is what he
has to say-

As a comparatively new wheatgrower on a
small scale and anxious to cast my vote in-
telligently-

There is a wise man!
-at the forthc-oming wheat poll I read with
interest 'Mr. Teasdale's assurance that in the
W.A. Wheat Marketing Act, 1947, the tempor-
ary board appointed by the Governor-doubt-
less on the advice of his Minister-cannot hold
office for more than 12 months.

Later on he says--
If my limited lay ability, which has not the

ability to probe clauses to the ultimate whichi
(-an be extracted f rota them, reasons correctly,
this paragraph (e) can be vital inasmtuch that
the current business of the temporaryv hoard
could be extended over the life of the Act.
In this case the Act could no.t be said to be
administered under grower-elected control, snb.
3ect, of course, to the inevitable Ministerial
veto.

The Minister said, there was no veto, hut here
this man points out that there is. 'Of course
he is a layman, but I will show what the Act
says to prove that there is a very powerful
veto. The letter concludes-

Lu conclusion, no doubt Mr. Teasdale can,
through the columns of your paper, quickly
tell us the real meaning of paragraph (e) and
SO dispel any doubt;, or fears, some of us
might have.

Here is the Act, and it is very nice! It says
that the temporary hoard shall consist 'of
five persons appointed by the Governor. Of
the five, one shall be the chairman of Co-
Operative Bulk Handling Ltd., one shall be
the -hairman of the trustees of the Wheat
Pool Of Western Australia constituted under
the Wheat Pool Act 1932, and three shall be
nominated by the Minister. And there is no
veto! Oh no! if the Minister appoints them
there will be no veto! Further on, the Act
states that the Minister shall cause to he
prepared in time for the election a roll of

the persons qualified to vote and shall ap-
pita time for enrolment.

The M1inister for Lands:- What is wrong
with that?

Mr. REYNOLDS:- I am coming to it. It
says definitely that the Minister has abso-
lute control and the Minister knows that
perfectly well.

The Minister for Lands: We arc waiting-
for you to prove it.

Mr. REYNOLDS: The Minister can se
that I have given the matter great thought
and a certaitn amount of study. I have pulled
it to pieces, section by section, and shred by
shred, and I think I have got the "innards"
of it,

Mr. Mann: W~hat a genius you are!

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am not a genius.

Hon. F. J. S.-.Wise: IDo not let him lead
you off the track.

Mr. REYNOLDS: He is trying to. I
was talking- about the tuecting at York.
Those minutes are still to cnme but they will
keep. I said that the Commonwealth plan
has tremendous advantages over the West-
ern Australian Marketing Act. That is so
because: (1) The Commonwealth plan does
guarantee a price on a cost index and neither
the Minister for Agriculture nor the member
for Irwin-Moore can deny that, because it
is definitely in the Act. Moreover, in that
plan there is a Provision which enables a
review of that cost index; and I woudd al-
most make a wager that before the Common-
wealth Marketing Act comes into operation
the Commonwealth Government will in-
crease the price from 6s, 3d. to 6is. 7d. a
bushel. The State Act, as the member for
Irwin-Moore knows very well, does not give
a&guarantee. (2) The Commonwealth Act
gives a stabilisation fund and I knowv that
you, Sir, have given thought to this, and
wilt. agree with me that the State does not
and cannot do so for many reasons which I
explained. (3) The board is appointed by
the growers under the 15-point plan but, a,.
I have explained, under the State Act the
Minister appoints three members of the
hoard atnd one comes from Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd.. and one from the farm-
ers. It is just a political set-up.

The Minister for Lands: You supported
that Act last session,
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Mr. REYNOLDS: Yes, and I gave very
clearly and definitely my reasons. I did not
know that it was a diabolical hotch-potch,
that it was something that would put the
present Government on the spot.

The Minister for Lands: You should
make sure of your facts before supporting
a Bill.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You led] him astray
when you introduced it.

Mr. REYNOLDS: Let me swing off
from that to convince the Minister. I quote
from a telegram-

Mfeeting of Executive of S.A. Wheat and
Woolgrowers, Association carried resolution
unanimously in favour of wheat plan as agreed
to at Canberra and supporting A.W.A 'a. sug-
gested improvements to plan further that Stott
be made available to address meetings in Vic-
toria and Western Australia in support of
plant for ballot of growers Stop Nicholls Chap-
man will also speak meetings Victoria Stop
Organisation pledged to give Victoria every
assistance in carrying ballot Stop Enabling
legislation will be introduced into Parliament
on Tuesday in S.A. stop

I might say that in South Australia that
,:ensiblo man, 'Mr. Playford, is heartily be-
hind the federated scheme. The telegram
goes On-

Ballet of growers will he taken immediately
after passage of 'Bill Stott says ballot will he
carried by overwhelming majority in South
Australia and Victoria Stop Meetings held
all over west coast Coomnandook Goonalypyn
Bordertowa Carried resolutions unanimnonsly in
favour of plan large meeting for district
stirring address; by Stott This executive will
arrange camapaiga this State.

The telegram is signed "Stott." Let us comec
to this State. This is a "stunner." The
member of Beverley will enjoy it. Listen to
these gems of wisdom-

Narembeen-Oth August, 19) in favour of
Commonwealth Wheat Stabilisation, five iii
favour of State marketing.

Bruce ]Rock-7th August. Unanimously in
favour of Commonwealth Stabilisation.

Bruce Rock is right in the heart -of the
electorate of the member for York. When
I eontestcd.hc York seat, I beat him in
his home town. I got more votes than he
did at Bruce Rock.

Dowerin-Sapport A.W.F. proposals.
Cadoux-This branch favours Common1-

wealth Wheat Marketing and Stabilisation
scheme.

flongolocking-Supports A.W.F. 15.point
plan and ''undler no circustances will vote
for State pool."

KuLin--Unanimously decided accept present
wheat scheme.

flindi Thndi-Decided support Federal
scheme. Need a Couimnon weal th wheat scheme
to safeguard future.

So sayv the wise men of Bindi Bindi!
South Caroling-Quirading-If wve have to

resort to State pool, separate pools with one
selling cuthority.

Pitharn-Re-affirms 15-point plan.
Nnn1garin-Ulttcrly opposed to State wheat

marketing and demands acceptance of Coin-
iniweaith scheme.

Look at that! Now do they not wilt and
wvither! Where are these great fellows
fromL Irwin-MIoore 9

H-on. A. H. Panton: Rust has got into
the crop.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I will continue-
York---Supports A.W.F. 15-point plan.

That i9 the conservative centre w"here this
great mneeting of farmers took place. I
now pass to the M1idland Zone Council,
which 4 the home of Mr. Jones-

North Midland Zone-Supports A.W.F.
Beenong-Supports Commnonwealth Wheant

Marketing Scheme,
Kalannie-Epressed satisfaction of the

ngreeme~nt reached between Commonwealth and
States on wheat stabilisation.

Salnion Gumis--Support the union 15-point
wheat stabitisation plan.

Trayning-Is. opposed to Mr. Joaes 's atti-
tude in advocating a State wheat pool in op-
position to the union's policy of a Common-
wealthi plan

Bolgart-Unanimuously supported A.W.F. in
accepting Federal Government scheme and re-
questing- State Government to implement neces-
sary legislation.

Now we will take a little journey back to
York, or should I continue with this? Once
and for all I wanted to ask the Minister
about this. He probably thought I was just
silly. As a matter of fact, today I was
challenged to touch on wheat tonight. I
had only a few hours to put my stuff
together, but I have, over a period of years,
'been able to. put the inforniation I have
received into a little box, and I was able to
get str' aight dowvn to it. When I accepted
the Minister's challenge to speak on wheat
tonight he said he would come along and
listen to me, hut he has vanished into thin
air.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: He could not take it.

The Minister for Lands: You are such a
novice he could not stand it.
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Mr. REYNOLD)S. A member from an-
other place said to me, "What do you know
about wheat?1" I said, "I have bought
some for fowls on odd occasions and I have
chewed a bit of wheat." He said, ''Are
you going to make a speech on wheat with-
out knowing anything abont it?" I said,
"Will you give me a hand for, say, 15
minutes to prepare a speech!7" He said,
"No, I am against it." I said, "That does

not suit me.'' I might tell members that I
have here a watch presented to me by the
Royal Agricultural Society in 1927-28 when
I won the No. 4 Zone crop competition with
a yield of 35 bushels, and that record holds
today.

lion. A. H. Panton: Whet happened at
Yk?2 That is what I want to know.

Mr, REYNOLI)S: Do not worry about
that! I know perfectly well that the mem-
ber for York and the member for Mt. Mar-
shall are going to try to pick up anything
1 have missed and slate ine. I want to deal
with everything. I have here a copy of
the Mlukinbudin-Lake Brown "Dampier
Herald'' of the 21st September, 1933, of
which the member for Mt. Marshall was
then editor. T'his is what lie had to say,
"Mr. k. G. Reynolds' remarkable success
in the wool section can only be recognised
as, a fine tributte to the quality of the sheep
he breeds." He goes on to say, ''Patron's
Trophy, donated by Mr. C. Maddox, for
most points in horses, cattle, sheep, pigs
and wool, won by M1r. A. (1. Reynolds."~
So, I know a little about sheep and wool,
as I do about something else. I think
I had reached the stage of speaking about
ministerial power. Later I said the Comn-
nmonwealth plan was accepted by the mna-
jority of growers in all States. That is so.

T am pleased that the Commonwealth
(iovcrnment has seen the wisdom of accept-
ing this 15-point plan. I hope the election
which is due to he held will he fair and
vclean, and 1 think it will, but I would like
the rolls, which are prepared annually by
the Australian Wheat Board to be used
rather than those now being prepared by
(Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd., because
that is an ambitious commercial organisa-
tion which is greatly interested in the elec-
tion. If the decision goes against Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling Ltd., it will lose all
the power and the sweetmneats in the way
of handling charges which, as the member

for Irwin-Mloore knows perfectly well,
amounts to tens of thousands of pounds.

In the past, nder the Australian Wheat
Board, these charges were passed back to
the farmers who got the benefit of them.
But of course the Country and Democratic
League members arc prepared to sell out
the farmers in order to see these money
nianunons of Well ington-st reet get a mono-
poly of our wheat. I am here tonight,
fighting, as I have ben for the last 20
years, in the interests of the farmers and
the wheatgrowers. In 1929-30 1 had a big
financial interest in this State. I had over
:3,400 acres of cleared land. All my pro-
pierty was nettedl and fenced, and I had 2:1
miles of internal fencing. My overdraft was~
a very small one-about £5,000. I carried
an overdraft and I know that the member
for Beverley probably had one as big.

M1r. Mann: Probably bigger than yours.

Mr. REYNOLDS: What did we see?
Almost overnight, the bottomi dropped out
of the wheat market and the farmers became
shackled to the financial organis-ations. It is
because I do not want to see the wheat
farmers of this State again tied to these
organisations--I will he mild-that I mut
fighting in the interests of the wheat-
growers. In 1fl30, men like John 31ilquecay,
L CG. Boyle and others helped to form the
Wheatgrowers' Union. We were treated as
outcasts because we had the courage to
fight for the wheatgrowers. - I might
tell the House it was at Mukinbudin that
the find branch of the Wheatgrowers' Union
was formed. I invited a Mr. H. Parker
from Quairading to be present, and within
three or . tbur utonths 120 branches tad
been formed with a membership of approxi-
mately 4,000. Unfortunately, when men
like Mfultueeny and others passed out of
the union it o~ce again became amalgamated
with the Farmers' Union. Today the wheat-
growers arc alive and alert to the position,
and on the 30th September it will be seen
that the wheatgroxvers will exhibit their
commnonsense and show in a practical
manner that they are overwhelmingly in
favour of the Australian Wheat Federation
scheme. The member for Irwin-Moore
knows that after that date he will have to
get back into his burrow, and I hope he
will have a good hollow log for the occasion.

The EU.N.O. admits tlfat by 1952 there is
a possibility that wheat prices will drop.
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I do not think there is any doubt about that
when we consider that today America is
again producing a 1,000,000,000-hushel
crop-the fifth in succession and the sixth
in all-and we will possibly experience a
record crop in Australia, and the Argentine
crop has exceeded expectations. I might
also add that there has been a tremendous
increase in the growing of rice in Asia and
also in Australia. flue to the wisdom of
former Governments, we commenceed grow-
ing rice in Australia, and during the war
we were able to export large quantities of
it.

The four main wheat exporting countries,
the United States, Canada, Argentine and
Australia, .hope to establish a record export
of ovej 1,000,000,000 bushels for the 1948-49
season. The previous best was in 1945-46
-when 834,009,000 bushels -were exported.
I am not going to worry the House with
numerous figures.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not forget about
the York meeting.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I will come back to
that later, but I want to stress the point
that this is a big problem.

Mfr. Bovell: It is a long one.

MAr. REYNOLDS: The hon. member has
not the ability, or at least he has not exhi-
bited it as far as I can see, to stand on his
feet and talk for any length of time or
with any wisdom.

Mr. Bovell: Brevity is the soul of wit.

Mr. REYNOLDS: The hion. member has
no soul and be certainly has no wit. The
stocks of wheat today exceed 200,000,000
bushels snd 173,000,000 bushels are held in
the two North American countries of
America and Canada. If the 1948-49 sea-
son comes up to expectations, the produc-
tion in America will be 1,130,000,000 bushels,
and in Canada 400,000,000 bushels, in
Argentine 200,000,000 bushels, and in Aus-
tralia 175,000,000, making a total of
1,9J05,000,000 bushels. These countries hope
to export the following quantities of wheat
-America, 330,000,000 bushels; Canada,
250,009,000 bushels; Argentine, 80,000,000
and Australia, 90,000,000, making a total
of 750,000,000 bushels.

As the member for Irwin-Moore knows
perfectly well, today there is no such thing
as a -world parity; it just does not exist,
because the various Governments make conl-

tracts between themselves on a Government-
to-Government basis, and that is a very
vital ])oint because we are apt to be
slaughtered as the law of the jungle pre-
vails. The wheat market is a type of spoils
to the victors who, unfortunately, continue
to exploit and rob the have-nots. There
are four exporting countries and they all
have different prices. The Australian price,
with ihe exception of 15,000,000 bushels
which is being retained as a carry-over, is
17s., although, of course, I know that diffi-
culties have been experienced in New South
Wales in transporting wheat to the ports
'because of unpredictable floods. The
socialistic railway system was held up to
ridicule, but commnonsense tells us that they
just cannot handle the -wheat,

Australia was selling at four digerent
prices. We were selling to New Zealand at
Os. 6d. per bushel. This question has been,
trotted out as something detrimental to the,
Australian Government, but it was done-
only at the behest of that great authority on
Australian wheat, Mr, Thomson. India was
paying 17s. a bushel at the time when we?
were -selling wheat to New Zealand at 6s. 4&'.
a bushel, and the American Government was
selling it at 12s. Gd. a bushel, based on Aus-
tralian currency. The member for Irwin-
Moore cannot deny that. We were asking
this from down-and-out people. We were
asking these poor starving Indians to pay
an un-Christin price of l7s. per bushel, and
the member for Irwin-Moore, with tears in
his eyes like a crocodile, stood up and slated
the Commonwealth Government for selling
the wheat at that price. At the time a feel-
ing of loathing and contempt cropped up
within me because I saw the 40,000,000
starved faces of emaciated boys and girls
before my eyes crying out and chanting,
"Give us this day our -daily bread."

I do not know whether the member for
Irwin-Moore understands the meaning and
import of that human prayer. He wanted
the Commonwealth Government to turn
round and exploit the unfortunate position
of these people. I wonder if he has ever
experienfced adversity. I wonder whether
he has experienced mental worries. I might
tell members that I have. had plenty of them;
that is why I am so grey. It is man's in-
humanity to man that makes millions mourn.
Retur-ning to many things, I know there is
one in pFaicular I wish to stress. It is a
vitally important one because I am going to
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pillory the M1inister with it. I am going to
put him right on the spot. No intelligent
person can deny that the world's wheat de-
mands are statistically sound and that
reasonable harvests will be reached within
the next few years. One reason for the de-
mands is the increase in population.

The member for Irwin-AMoore quoted a
couple of authorities. One was Sir John
Boyd-OnT and he said that the population
had increased by 150,000,000. Some two or
three months ago I asked for a certain book
front one of the officers of this House, be-
cause I had seen in that book a series of
figures which I thought would be illuminat-
ig to submit to members. Fortunately, I

have memorized some of those figures and
their correctness cannot be denied. The hon.
member made this mistake. He stated the
population had increased by 150,000,000
throughout the world during the past decade,
but members will see that he had a purpose
in doin~g that. He had a definite purpose.
lie wanted to show the wheatgrowers that
there were great possibilities ahead for their
wheat and there was no possible chance of
a shortaige. However, I went into it very
exhaustively and I discovered that 74.8 per
cent, of that increase had take,, place in
countries p~opulated by the yellow, brown
and black races, and most of those peole,
as the member for Irwin-Moore should
know,-anyway lie will know now-live on
rice, vegetalbles and fish. I think I have
exploded that point very thoroughly.

During the war, production of rye , which
is Europe's bread grain, fell more rapidly
than the production of wheat. No one denies
that. Unfortunately, however, due to a
shortage of fertilizer and inefficient and in-
adequate machinery, these people have not
increazed their production as rapidly as we
in Australia who are more adrantageously
situated. However, progress is being made
in that way. The fourth point I wish to
make is that during the wvar there was a
wholesale slaughter of stock due to increased
Army requirements and this unfortunately
created a shortage of essential fats, oils,
meats, etc. It then imposed a greater bur-
den on cereals.

Turning from Europe to Asia we see uin-
fortunate Asiaties writhing in the pangs
of poverty and with a paucity of wheat and
rice. Yet the member for Invin-'Moore
wants to increase their burden and difficulty

further by asking them to pay more than
17s. per bushel for wheat. The Argentina,
at that time, was getting 30s. 3d. for her
wheat. Turning to the International Wheat
Agreement the member for Irwin-Moore
stated that he hoped it wvould never be revived
becauie it was a foolish sort of thing. To-
day we have to face broader issues and real-
ise that the world is an integral whole. We
are part of a whole system and, if one por-
tion of the universe is being exploited and
robbed, then that portion in turn has to
push up its prices in order to get a bit hack
from those countries that are exploiting it.
That is the unfortunate position. In Asia
rice n; at more important thing in the diet
than wheat and rye. I think I have exploded
that matter fairly well.

The member for Leederville asked mec
if I would touch on this York matter. First
of all I will give a little titbit.

The President, Mr. E. G. Turner, welcomed
M r. Teasdale, Air. Woods, Mr. Hamilton and
Air. Ackland to the meeting.

Actually, when I have the time,
writing a humorous story on this
it up in the form of a Gilbert &
play. It would make a good play;
so help lily goodness, and I have
of humour!

I intend
and put
Sullivan
it would,
no sense

In his address, lie said that events in wheat
marketing and especially the latest proposals
put forward by the Commonwealth Govern-
!nent to the State Ministers, wero of great
importance, and that this meeting was called
so that Mr. Wood would go to a conference
in Canherra on Monday with a clear expres-
sion of the wishes of wlicatgrowcrs.

Those clear expressions wvere given in no
unertain terms, because despite the fact
that they had the big guns which later
turned out to be popguns and their amnmuni-
tion srjuibis, the Minister for Agriculture
spoke and also John Teasdale, the financial
imagnate of Well ington-street. He spoke
at great length. As a matter of fact, the
politician, Mr. Hamilton, was there to damn
and blast the Commonwealth Government
which lie inevitably did, and he opposed
them for 25 minutes. But despite all this
tirade of abuse, wvhen the motion was put as
to whether they were in favour of the
Commonwealth scheme, as I explained, the
setting was arranged so that the Minister
would go away to the conference saying that
this meeting of farmers at York voted in
favour of the State marketing scheme, beit
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of course they turned round and voted over-
whelmingly in favour of the Commonwealth
scheme. Continuing the President said-

This meeting was called so that Mr. Wood
could go to the conference at Canberra on
Monday with a clemi expression of their wishes.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture
(',%r. Wood) said-

Hie had been told or accused that the meet-
ing had been called for political reasons.

Air. Turner also made a statement to the
same effect and said that he wanted the
meeting to be held only so that the Minister
could go away with a clear expression of
their wishes. The report continued-

Mr. Wood stressed that he had nothing to
do with the meeting, and that the York branch
of the Farmers' Union confirmed it, and lie had
been asked to attend. He wanted all views
expressed on the matters coming before the
meeting. He outlined negotiations between the
State Ministers, the A.W.F. and the Common-
wealth Government since the beginning of this
year. Continuing, he said-''I stress this
point that Mr. Pollard is uncertain of his
power andi wants the State to do his dirty
work.''

Well, the farmers of this State have ex-
pressed their viewv in 110 uncertain terms
that there is no dirty work about it and arc
convinced that the wheat scheme is a won-
derfully fine one. The report continued-

-,When he (Mr. Pollard) asked the States to
fix the price, be was holding a gun at their
heads, and said that if the States did not do
certain things, the Commonwealth Government
woul(] not fix an export price. Victoria and
South Australia were not one scrap concerned
with -wheatgrowers, but the Western Australian
Government had the wheatgrowcrs' interests
at heart. Victoria and South Australia are
fighting more in the interests of the poultry
and pig-raiser. I repeat that Mr. Pollard said,
''No State price fixing, no uaranteed price.''

Mr. Beninett's statement at this conference
hears out this fact, namely, that they were
fighting more in the interests of the poultry
mail and the pig-raiser.

I admire Mr. Dennett because he stood up
to the Leader of the Country Party and said
what he thought of the matter. Now here
is a gem I have been holding in reserve.
Mr. Wood said-

I did not comment myself, but decided with
Mr. MeCloudy that we would go home and dis-
cuss the matter.

What a brave, silent Colossus! He went to
Canberra at the expense of the taxpayers
and did not say a ''blinking" word, but

waited until he returned. What a brave,
silent man! The meeting was convened
with the object of discussing the matter
and that was the logical place to discuss
it, but the Honorary Minister came hack
here to discuss it:

He then referred to the State Marketing
Act, and said that there had beeni criticism
that the State Act had too much ministerial
control. The powers of the board were cer-
tainly limited, but there was no direct control
by the Ministers.

The powers of the board were certainly
limited. They were limited to the extent
that the Government could appoint the
three grower members. Thus they could
sit over the other two members, and if that
is not tantamount to veto, I do not know
what is. The report continued-

Interjection: The State Act would bring us
back to the open market,

Mr. Wood: That is a stupid statement-
Interjection: It appears that you think the,

present high price of wheat will remain, flow
long9 will it be that price?

Mr. Wood ignored the interjeetions. lHe
wvent on to say-I am going to Canberra
to liStTL as I am not satisfied. I am coming,
back to Western Australia to ask growers to
let us have done with the Commonwealth
schemes and let us have four boards, a splling
organisation overseas, by which we can retfin
and deal with our own produce oil the over-
seas market.''

The Minister, before leaving for the con-
ference, stated that he was going to say
nothing hut was coming back to recommend
the wheatgrowvers to have done with the
Commonwealth scheme. I hope the Pre-
Inier is listening to this -

''If I1 do not agree with the Commonwealth
proposals oil Monday, I will ask growers will
they haive a State board by a poll of growers.
I have asked Mr. Braine how long it would take
for a p11l. Hle said two or three weeks. That
is demiceraey, I say.,,

I suffered many sleepless nights over this.
I put in a crop of wheat at a cost of 5s.
a bushel in 1929 and after harvesting it I
received] Is. lV2d. a bushel. Thousands of
farmners have suffered headaches for the
same reason, and it is because I do not want
to see thousands of farmers sufferin head-
aches in future that I am putting up a
battle for them tonight. I do not want to
see them mhdke a foolish mistake. They have
a God-given opportunity to get security for
ever and a day. The proposal is based on
the cost of production. I stated that Mr.
Teesdale put up a 15-point plan. I have
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before me a pamphlet on which I con-
tested the York election in 1942.

Mr. Bovell: Are you going to contest
the Mt. Marshall district at the next elec-
tion7

Mr ENOLDS: However, we will not

discuss that matter. This paper says-
A. 0. Reynolds stands fighting for-
(1) Au economic automatic basic price for

all primary products-wheat, wool, mneat,
bacon, etc.,

Mr. Perkins: The electors did not think
much of it; they put you third on the poll.

Mr. iREYNOLD)S: 11 was beaten by 22
votes for second place. The second man
was defeated by 42 votes. Had I gained
another 12 primary votes 1 would have won
the election by 72 votes. As the member
for York knows well, the second man was
an Independent. On three previous occa-
,ions lie had contested the York seat. The
membnier for York knows perfectly well that
at that time the Federal Minister, 'Mr.
WVard, unfortuniately, had brought out a
harve- t award whichi was detrimental to my
chiane of winning. Before the election
took place, I 'vas in a shop at York and
told hunt that I would heat him in his own
town. The member for York cannot deny
that I lid heat him in his own home town.

M11. S'PEAKEII: Order! Will the hon.
ineuber address the Chair!

Mr. REYNOLDS: Thank you, Mr.
Speaher. These members are not worrying
me; they are simply prolonging the agony.
As I say, I advocated an economic basic
price for primary products. That wvas the
genesis of the 15-point plan. I challenge
memnbers of the Country party to prove
that, prior to that date, this idea was ever
advocated by any fames organisation in
Australia. My second point dealt with
farm and debt reconstruction based on the
automatic basic price. It was my object to
reduce the farmers' debts to a point and
then fix the price of primary products so
that the farmers would have a sense of
security forever and a day. M.Ny third point
wvas a basic wage for all farm workers,
founded on the automatic basic price and
adjusted on the cost of production. Con-
tinning, 'Mr. Wood said-

There is one thing worrying me more than
that, and that is milk.

The Minister for Lands, who is the Minis-
ter who should rigbtly be dealing with this
matter, has been delegating these unpleasant
problems to his subordinate, who has to
carry the burdens and probably he thought
they were just a little too thorny for him.
At that psychological moment Mr. Teas-
dale rose and said-

It has been suggested that there is a motive
behind the meeting, but I tell you I had no'
thing to do wi4th it.

Why should the chairman of the meeting,
Mr. Turner, suggest that there was ,onxe--
thing "phoney" about it? Someone had
said that it should not have been called and
that it was called for political ipur~osve.
Why should the Honorary Minister of Agri-
culture make the same coimnent and why
should -Mr. Teasdale say that it had been
suggested there was a special motive lbeiindl
the meeting? Of course, Mr. Speaker, you
are a barrister and solivitor, arnd you know
as well as I do that he protested too uchl.
The Minister then said-

W~h:it I mini concerned :alout i 7 the warket-
jag of the forthcoming crop.

Of course lie was deeply concerned about it,
because he wvanted to get the whole of tin
whoat vontrolled by one orguniatmion, and
,John S. Teasdale would b~e the wizard wio
would control the wheat. I do not blame the
Minister. He was after the power to control
the farmers' wheat. He had said that the
Federal Minister should not have that
power, but he dlid not mind getting- it him-
self, Ile was commercially ambitious, lie
said-

Mly opinion is that Mr. Pollard's attitude
has been most unreasonable.

Mr. Tenadalo outlined negotiations of tire
International Wheat Agreement, stressing the
point that Britain was the main objector to thre
price range and the ceiling of the 12s. Ile said
that Britain's economical advisers had recomn-
mended to the delegate at the conference a
lower price for a maximum, as they considered
world-wide prices would drop heavily for the
forthcoming harvest. Ho said that the Coin-
ranweaith Government had contended on this
agreement to give them powers for the ncquisi-
tion of wheat. Now that Britain had refused
to sign the wheat agreement, it would pass
out of existence.

His prophecy was ill-founded, because only
on Saturday morning last I heard over the
air, on a shortwave from America, that the
American Government had ratified the
wheat agreement and would keep it going,
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so the Minister slipped again! The Minister
also said-

Fancy in this democratic country a mn
making a statemeiit like this!

le said, too, that Britain did not make up
her own mind and that she was a satellite of
the United States of America. This man
made that diabolical and damnable state-
ment.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chairn]

The Minister for Lambs: Is tiat in block
and,, white?

Mre. REYNOLDS: Of course it is. He
'aid-

The dlay miarked the parting of the nvays
it regard to wheat marketing in Australia,
especially Western Australia. The urgent ques-
tion is-What form of marketing do we need
in the future?

The wvhetgrowers of Western Australia,
have frankly and depflnitelv said that they*
want the Federal wheat scheme. Then Ile
continued-

There were legal objections against the
Government forming a pooi where wheat was
comIpulsorily acquired.

Unfortunately for him, last Saturday there
appeared in "The W~est Australian" a lend-
ing article. I pay this tribute to Mr. Ernest
fleBurgh; I have met him only on three or
four occasions, but I realise that hie is :I
man of mentality atid ability. He has stud-
ied this problem over long years. Very Ortcn
what he says is against labour principles
and against the Labour Party, but onl this
ccasion he excelled himself and expressed a

very well-considered opinion, In some por-
tions of the leader, however, different shades
of meaning can be given to what lie says.
lit' said-

The liroblem, as we see it is that while. a
,'ote for Coninonwealb. marketing will give
the Commonwealth complete authority over
wheat disposal, a vote for State marketing
cannot give the State the same power.

Hle admits that it cannot give the State the
same powver and also that the Commonwealth
has compulsory power to acquire the wheat
and dispose of it howv and where it likes. It
has that total power.

Honl. E. Nulsen: It has control of ex-
ports.

Mir. REYNOLDS: Quite right! I knew
that the lion, member would interject with
words of wisdom. Here is another extract-

''The State Marketing Act was drafted on
the report of a Royal Commission of which
I was chairman,'' said Mr. Teasdale. ''It was
appointed by a Labour Government and heavily
financed when a change of Government took
place.

The report goes on-
Mr. Toasdafle said there was no political

pressure. Hie said the Minzisterial power was
a veto, but a specific veto, not a general one.

Of course it was a special one! It was
total; it was comprehensive;*it wvas devas-
tiding; it was everything. There is no doubt
about thfat.

Thc Stite Act was not based onl public
ownership but full powvers of grower control.
Howv cold there be full power of grower
control? Had not the M1inister the power
to elect three growers? So how could there
be grower control? if the M1inister did not
like Bill Smith or Keith Jones or someone
else who did not do his bidding, he could
kick himi out. I do not snggest that he
would do that, but hie could. The report
goes on-

Interjection: There is ministerial veto
every clause in the Act.

Mr. Teasdale: There is no such thing.
Iiilerjection: There is. I have the Act.
Mr. Teasdale did not answer.

ini

Of course lie did not want to answer! Ile
wvent on to the question of stock feed again.
The membher of Irwin-Aloore said-as a mut-
ter of fact I have it in black and white-that
lie was in favour of the Comnmonwealth
scheme. But at York he said he was in
favour of State marketing. I will come to
that later. It is a matter of time. There
is plenty of time between now and midnight
and I am still feeling fresh! Mr. Teasdale
did( not answer, but he said that Mr. Pollard
had acted shabbily. Foney a Federal Minis-
ter acting shabbily! I think Mr. Pollard has
acted vecry generously and wisely. Wheat-
growers of the Australian Wheatgrowers'
Federation thought so highly of him that
they sent him congratulatory messages.
That is what they thought of Mr. Pollard.
But Mr. Teesdale, who wants to get control
over wheat, naturally thinks Mr. Pollard
acted shabbily because he would not let him
have that control. There are "perks" in
wheat. You can operate in futures if you
have control of wheat. There is nothing to
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prevent you from doing so. When it turns
out a bad proposition you can put it back,
but when it is profitable you can pluck the
plums. I would not suggest-oh, no!-hat
John S. Teasdale has made great wealth
through adopting those tactics. I know he
is an honourable man.

The Minister of Lands: You do not
slpeak as though you mean that.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

IMri. REYNOLDS: The Minister is speak-
ing as though he means it! The report of
Mr. Teasdale's remarks continues-

The reason I advocate a State pool is because
it gives growers greater control titan tinder
the Commnonwealtht plait.

I have blasted that from point to point,
but I missed one or two points. When I
referred to the member for Irwin-Moore
I was dragged off the track by the Minister
for Lands who caughet sue napping. This is
a vital matter. The member for irwin-
Moore said he was opposed to the Aus-
tralian wheat scheme on two scores. One
was that of stock feed. lie said that the
stock feeders of this State should pay more
than 6s. 3d. a bushel. I asked the Minister
for Lands wvlo caught me napping. This is
about thh, matter, and of course he told me
to give notice of them. However, I did
not worry to do so, because it was ob-
vious he was trying to sidestep the issue.
Tb0 point in regard to stock feed-and I
would be pleased if the Premier wvould listen
to this because it is vitally imiportant-is
that India yearly purchased from Australia
30,000,000 bushels of wheat either as wheat
or as flour.

These wise mn are establishing a scheme
of self-sufficiency and, according to advice
that I have received, by 1951 they will tnt
be buying one bushel from Australia, assum-
ing that crops reach average expectations.
They are out after self-sufficiency. What wvill
happen if we lose that valuable market?
That is the market that the member for
Irwin-Moore wanted to exploit-the market
coniwting of those millions of upturned
faces pleading ''Give us this day our daily
bread.'' What will happen if we lose that
market? This is a vital matt er. You, Sir,
have noticed as well as I, that the British
Overseas Corporation, with a capital of
450,000,000, is undertaking the production
of graia sorghum in Queensland. At War-

wick in Queensland they have planted
30,000 acres and on the Atherton Tableland
and other selected places, by the winter of
next year they hope to plant 300,000 acres.
It is estimated that within four years
40,000 million bushels of grain sorghum will
be produced and that it will be possible to
su1pply-I Ram sorry the member for Irwin-
Moore has gone-the stock requirements of
Australia by 1952.

What is going to happen if we ungener-
ously exploit the stock feedersO Do mem-.
bers think they will give the wbeatgrowers.
consideration, or wvill they say, ''Keep your
wheat, we will buy grain sorghum and feed
that to our stock''? That is a very vital
factor and I hope that somehow or other
I will be able to make that very valuable
information available to the wheatgrowers;
of Western Australia. There are some little
tit-bits here that I have not dealt with.
Where is the member for Beverley? Last
year when I made a statement about the
Comimonwealth Bank and the financing of
wvheat, he said that I was talking rot.

[The' Speaker resumed thce Chair.]

Hon. A. H. G. Hawke: Yes.

Mr. REYNOLDS: Very definitely. This
has come into my hands-

Mr. Johnston (Dowerin) : We hare heard
much criticism of the Commonwealth pool and
mucl. more praise of State poois, especially in
respect to the Ministerial power. I ask Mr.
Teasdlale-are we going to get a guaranteed
price?

'Mr. Teasdale: No, there w~ill be 1no guaran-
teed price and without an international agree-
inent there cannot be ni guarantee of export
price.

The member for Irwin-Moore said he was
opposed to an international wheat agree-
wient. Had Australia not signed the I.W.A.
-that is not the independent Workers of
Australia, but the International Wheat
Agreement-this country would have been
forced to align herself with Russia and
Argentina. They are the two barter coun-
tries and they have Communistic ideologies.
What a wonderful opportunity it would
then have been for the member for Irwin-
MNoore to say, "There you are, this great
socialist Government, instead of signing the
International Wheat Agreement, has gone
over and signed it with Comnit.
What a joke that would have been!
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H~on. J. B. Sleenian: What has that to
do with the member for Beverley?

U r EEYNOLDS: I am coming to that.
This report continues-

Mr. Wood: Mr. Bratlle and myself ap.
pronebed one of tine largest financial institu-
lions ifl England,

Interjectioni: The one that financed the
1p001 after the last warI

M r. Wood:- We said that we wanted
fE20iaillicn. The banker said that that would
he easy. We approachedI the State bank and
it stated that it could guarantee five million,
but over that the Commonwealth Bank would
have to come into the picture. I prefer the
English source.

I imagrine the State bank referred to there
is the Rural and Industries Bank. Now,
just fancy pin Australian prcfbrring an
English bank and English finance to an Aus-
tralian hank! Prior to the war we had
in the nine Associated Banks in Australia
and -the Commonwealth Bank £050,000,000
of purchasing power. According to the
latest publication of the Commonwealth
Bank, we now have nearly £1,000,000,000
of purchasing power. Why cannot we use
our own money'? Was there ever any neces-
sity to get it from Englandl Never! That
i-4 the position. They wanted to get the
money fromn England with those millions
and millions. of pounds here. I know men
who want to lend monney but the banks wvill
not give themn more than 1 per cent, interest.
I know one hotelkeceper at Narrogin who
had ten thousand golden googlies in the
hannk and the bank manager said he was
storry hut he would have to reduce the in-
terest. He could only give himl 1 per cent.
The report continues-

Mr. Tensdalc jumnped to his feet and said,
"That is so, Mfr. Wood. I would like to ex~
plain furtjier. After the last war, bills for
our wheat were backed by a syndicate of
bankers ait never inure than 1 per cent, higher
than overdraft interest rates. The finance ;vq3
raised by pledging wheat by a form of mort-
gage as an assignment of docunrts. Theqe
hills were sold onl the exchange."

There is definite -proof of the statement 1
mnade Inst year from this very seat, that
mkoney waus raised oversen. It is admitted
that a syndicate of banks subscribed the
money. I said at that time that the money
was paid into the Commonwealth Bank and
when that hank wanted to transfer it to
one source it was told it had to send it ink
five different parcels. The reason for that
bas been explained here. It was hecause it

concerned a syndicate of bankers. As Mr.
Tesdale said, it is never more than 1 per
cent, higher than overdraft. Why should
the farmers be exploited to the extent of
that 1 per cent. I That is something the
wheatgrowers of Western Australia should
remember. I think in 1923 they were charged
1 per cent, more than overdraft rates. The
finance was raised by pledging wheat by
a -form of mortgage as an assignment of
documents. The bills were sold on the ex-
change.

I could. say a little more about these bills
but 1 just won't blow the gaff, The facts
were that at an accounts office I saw a
bundle of promissory notes of £200 each,
bearing interest at 10 per cent, I was in-
formed that they had been endorsed by Wes-
tralian Farmers, franked by one of the
insurance companies, and the money to pro-
vide tot' the discounting of the promissory
notes wats being found by the directors of
Westralian Farmers. If any member likes
to interject, I will, on sonic other occasion,
explain that.

The Minister for Lands: What is that in
eonnceciti with?

Mr. REYNOLDS: Ask them down there
and they will give the Minister the informa-
tion. The report continues-

Mr. Sdler, Coomalliag: "'Mr. Wood. O1- you
think it i5 Buy inure possible for the States
to agleve on a central selling organisation
and a guaranteed price fixing, it-len they cn'tl
agree ou the present A.W.F. ill-point plan?"'

'Mr. Wood: ''Yes, more. chance."

Just fancy--six S3tates with six different
selling organisations! ]Fluow could we get
agreement?9 Memhers know perfectly -wel
that if a man has five or six sons and he
dies, and there is some slip-upl in the will,
the sons, invariably come to blows over the
spoiL. If we cannot get five or six brothers
to agree, how can we expect fire or six
States3, with different problems and economic
set-ups, to agree? The report goes on-

Mr. Wood: Yes, mere chance. After the
last conference I had a private conference with
State Ministers and I think we can reach anl
agreement.

They think they can reach an agreement!
We could shoot holes through it. I quote
again from the report-

Mr. Maisey: Could Mr. Wood tell us
whether coacessional sales would continue
under State pool?
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Mr. Wood: I am not prepared to answer
that question, but coneessional sales wvill be
made for flour.

We can see a knotty problem was put for-
ward. It so happens that at York there
are some of the big 'nen like Mr. Burges,
Mr. Boyle-

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The MeLartys.

Mr. REYNOLDS: No, they (10 not live
up therv. Mr. Burges is one of the biggest
stockbreeders in the State. He buys about
4,000 or 5,000 bags of grain a year. It would
be an invidious position if they forced the
price up. The Minister did not want to
say, wvhile he was at York, just what he bad
in mind in regard to concessional sales. I
refer members again to the report-

Mr. Maisoy: no you think that the ques-
tion of coneessional sales for flour would be
debated in the House?

Mr. Wood: I am caught on that. Would it!
Mr. Teesdale: Yes, it would.
Mir. Wood: I anm not againqt cheap wheat

for pig feed, but it should he subsidised.

Hon. J. B. Sleemtan: That is where the
member for Beverley would come in.

Mr. REYNOLDS: Of course if it has to
be subsidised the money would have to come
out of the pockets of the taxpayers. To
proceed-

Mr. Mfarwvick, Greenhills: If wheatgrowers
called upon the pig and poultry raisers for a
sacrifice, do you think they would do it?

Mr. Wood: Growers have Dot been given
a fair go, and I am going to ask Mr. Ackland
to add to this remark.

Mr. Ackland: I wanted to speak to the
motion later on. I wanted to speak to a
motion which wvill be presented later on in the
meeting.

Interjection: What do you know about a
motion?

Mr. Ackland: I am reluctant to release these
figures, as I want to use them later on to sup-
port State marketing.

And yet in this very House the member
for Irwin-Moore definitely made a state-
ment that he believed in Federal marketing.

The Minister for Lands: It is nothing
to laugh about, anyhow.

Mir. REYNOLDS: No, it is a very serious
matter.

The Minister for Lands: Then why do
you not treat it seriously?

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am very seriously
concerned about it, because it is such a

foolish thing for a member to state on the
floor of the House that he is in favour of
Federal marketing and yet at a meeting at
York he states that he supports State
marketing. He said-

The Minister for Education: I think yon
had better read the hon. member's speech
a little more carefully.

Air. REYNOLDS: I have read it very
carefully.

The Minister for Education: Try again,
and you will find something in it that you
have missed.

Mr.' REYNOLDS: The hon. member went
on to talk about the flour tax, and he men-
tioned that when the drought occurred in
New Southi Wales money was paid from the

flour tax flunds to dairymen, but when West
Australia asked for relief it was turned
down. He stressed the point that flourmillers
should be able to purchase wheat at home
consumption price or even lower; he was
ev'en prepared to give the flourmillers wheat
at this lower price. On the other hand, he
was prepared to ask the pig and poultry
feeders to pay a higher price.

The notes continue-
Mr. Sadler, Goomalling: Was not the Federal

Governmnet pledged for Western Australia's
share?

Mr. Ackland: I do not know about that.

Of course that was a knotty problem and
he would not know naythinL about it. Tfin
notes are most interesting and Mr. John-
ston of Nungarin had this to say-

I dto not think that this meeting should offer
any opinion or request Mr. Wood to act one
way or the other, as it is not a representativv
meeting of wheatgrowers. I represent 70 wheat
members at my branch and all of them, withi
two exceptions, are strongly in favour of Coin
monwealtl, marketing and stabilisation. I am
merely a delegate and have one vote, wherenc
if this was democratic I would have seveo
votes. Further, this meeting in York which is
not predominantly a wheatgrowing distritt
cannot be a true opinion. Mr. Wood and 'Mr.
Teasdale should come to a wlheaturrowing dis-
trict if they want to hear wheatgrowers'
opinions.

I have shown tonight that at Nungarin
wheatgrowers overwhelmingly supported
the 15-point plan. Mr. Albert, of Green-
hills, was against any form of Common-
weailth stabilisation or marketing and said
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it was. a vritical deception. Th' e notes
continue-

Mr. Sadler, Uoomnlting: Moved aa 2An
amendment that Mr. Wood should adhere to
the policy of the Australian. Wbeatgrowers'
Association at the forthcoming conference at
Caqnberra.

Mr- Ackland jumped to his feet and said that
it sins ridiculous to ask Mr. Wood to be tiedt
down to suet a request. He attacked Mr.
Cullen of the Wheat Stabilisation Board in
Victoria for spreading publicity on behalf of
the Commonwealth plan.

As only a propaganda agent of Mr. Pollard,
said Mr. Cullen.

Mr, Ma isey supported Mr. Sadler 's amend-
ment and warned Mr. Wood that lie would not
be in his shoes-

I would like the Premier to take note of
this-

-if in the future the State Mdarkceting At
. threw growers batck on the open umarkets.
That is the point about which I am con-
cerned. Just imagine if the wheatgrowers
were to he thrown back to the wolves on the
open market, and conditions such as existed
from 1929 to 1939 -were to come about once
again. I consider that I have given a fair
exposition of the wheat position.

Hon. J1. 8. Sleeman: What about the
member for Beverley?

Mr. REYNOLDS: I think that I will
leave the bai. member alone. However, T
feel convinced that the ivheatgrowers of
this State are going to vote whole-beartedly
in favour of the Australian Wheatgrowers'
Federation scheme.

The Minister for Education: What Mn.
Pollard suggests is not the wheat federa-
lion at alfl; it is something quite different.

Mr. REYNOLDS: What is it!
The Minister for Education: It is some-

thing different. Work it out for yourself.
The Minister for Lands: That is the

point. The hon. member should know.

M1r. REYNOLDS: Had the Minister for
Education been in the Chamber earlier, I
would have convinced him.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin: That is impossible.

Mr. REY7NOLDS: in conclusion, I trust
that I have not bored the House but I have
endeavoured-

Hon. A. F. Panton: You have done a
very good. job.

The Minister for Lands: You have
thrilled us.

Mr. REYNOLDS: The facts anad figures
I1 have given will stand up to any investi-
gation because my information has been
extracated from authoritative statements
and the statistical figures are irrefutable.

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.48 p.m.

Wednesday, 11th August, 1948.

CONTEMT.

Questions : Royal Perth Hospltal (a) to
patiets and intermzediate beds ..

(b) as to estimated and actual costs..
Housing, as to cost, of hommei A& Hilton

park . .. .. .. ..
Addross-ln-reply, seventh day .. ..
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL.

(a) As to Patifets and Intermediate Beds.

Hun. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary:-

(1) How many patients arc located in
the new Royal Perth Hospitall

(2) When will'the intermediate beds in
the new Royal Perth Hospital be available
to patients?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
()189.

(2) 1)ate of opening is governed by avail-
ability of nursing staff. This has been
affected seriously by the poliomyelitis epi-
domne. Every effort will be mad e to open
these wards at the earliest date.

(h) As to Estimated and Actual Coats.
Rion. A. THOMSON0 asked the Chief See-

Tetary:.

(1) What was the estimated coat of the
first section of the Royal Perth Hospital?

(2) What was the actual cost?

327


